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9n  TRmwJuam 


^laMncsi  (x^iLdjon  Sha^,  (b.$£. 

mo-1956 


Clarence  If  ilson  Brazer,  philatelist,  historian,  antique  authority  and  architect,  died 
May  6,  1956,  at  his  home,  Innerwick,  31-07  Union  Street,  Flushing,  Long  Island, 
New  York,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Surviving  are  his  luife,  the  former  Katherine 
If  ebb;  a son,  ff  ilson  J/.  Brazer;  two  sisters,  jMrs.  Lyle  Kinrnonth  and  jMrs.  Allyn 
K.  Ford,  and  two  grandchildren. 
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The  true  test  of  civilization  is,  not  the  census,  nor  the  size  of  cities,  nor  the  crops 
no,  but  the  kind  of  man  the  country  turns  out.” — Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

We  have  but  to  read  the  following  pages  of  written  tributes  by  fellow  members 
to  know  the  “kind  of  man”  the  late  Dr.  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer  proved  to  be. 
No  one  however  great  could  have  a firmer  monument  to  his  memory  than  the 
words  of  men  when  they  feel  the  impact  of  a great  and  sudden  loss.  The  monu- 
ment in  this  memorial  Journal  is  built  on  a firm  foundation  of  understanding  and 
appreciation  and  a will  to  carry  on.  Surely  this  would  have  pleased  our  founder 
as  an  architect,  as  a philatelist,  and  as  a man.  For  we  have  joined  forces  to  erect 
this  memorial  “statue”  in  his  honor. 


Tlie  Fresident’s  Tribiite 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  we  seek  memorial  words  for  our  founder  and  most  dis- 
tinguished member.  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer.  All  philately,  and  our  Society  especially,  has 
suffered  by  his  death.  While  he  was  the  recipient  of  many  honors  for  philatelic  achieve- 
ments, perhaps  the  greatest  was  the  respect  and  esteem  which  he  received  from  philatelists 
the  world  over. 

Prior  to  devoting  all  of  his  time  to  philately.  Dr.  Brazer  enjoyed  a most  distinguished 
career  in  architecture.  Visitors  to  his  office  or  home  were  reminded  of  this  by  his  mag- 
nificent architectural  library,  and  he  delighted  to  reminisce  about  his  professional  experi- 
ences. With  such  a rich  architectural  background  and  a taste  for  beauty,  it  was  quite 
natural  that  Dr.  Brazer  should  turn  to  essays  and  proofs  in  his  philatelic  activities.  His 
professional  training  and  experience  equipped  him  with  an  orderly  approach  in  the  seeking 
and  evaluation  of  facts  wdth  the  result  that  his  conclusions  were  seldom  found  in  error. 
H e was  one  of  the  very  few  who  was  active  as  a collector,  student,  writer  and  dealer  and 
he  reached  the  pinnacle  of  success  in  each  of  these  activities. 

It  was  often  said  that  Dr.  Brazer  was  a dedicated  man.  His  great  interest  in  essays 
and  proofs  never  lessened  and  he  gave  constant  assistance  to  our  Society.  He  was  editor 
of  our  Journal  from  its  beginning  until  1951  when  his  health  forced  him  to  give  up  many 
of  the  activities  that  go  with  this  position.  Dr.  Brazer  remained,  however,  as  Editor 
Emeritus  and  in  this  capacity  continued  as  our  most  active  contributor. 

We  have  suffered  a great  personal  loss  but  I hope  the  work  which  he  started  will 
endure  in  his  memory. — Henry  Gates 
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Clarence  W,  Brazer 
Architect  and  Philatelist 

By  Julian  Blanchard 

Tlie  ArcMtect 

It  is  not  given  to  many  of  us  to  make  a name  for  ourselves  in  two  distinct  fields  of 
endeavor,  but  such  was  the  experience  of  Clarence  Brazer.  Being  conscious  in  his  youth 
of  an  artistic  bent,  he  had  set  his  mind  on  architecture  as  a career  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen was  graduated  in  architecture  from  the  Drexel  Institute  of  Technology  in  his  home 
town  of  Philadelphia,  in  1899.  But  his  education  was  by  no  means  finished — in  fact, 
he  was  ever  a student,  for  his  thirst  for  knowledge  was  unquenchable. 

He  began  his  professional  practice  in  1902,  at  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.  Some  three  years 
later  he  established  an  office  in  New  York,  and  from  1918  to  1936  operated  a branch  office 
at  Chester,  Pa.  In  the  meantime,  however,  in  furtherance  of  his  specialized  education, 
he  took  a graduate  course  in  town  planning  at  Columbia  University  and  studied  in  the 
Van  Pelt  Atelier  of  Architecture,  Society  Beaux  Arts  Architects,  New  York,  1901-1905. 
In  the  latter  year  he  traveled  in  Europe  and  studied  architecture  in  Paris.  Also  during  this 
early  period  he  was  associated  with  the  noted  Cass  Gilbert  and  worked  with  him  on  such 
projects  as  the  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair  and  the  New  York  Custom  House.  This  period, 
from  1901  to  about  1905,  was  in  a sense  a sort  of  graduate  course  in  architecture  for  the 
young  artist.  After  a few  years  of  professional  experience,  he  conducted  in  New  York 
the  Brazer  Atelier  of  Architectural  Design,  from  1914  to  1930.  He  had  earlier  studied 
design  at  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Art,  also  painting  and  etching  at  the  Art  Students 
League,  Woodstock,  N.  Y. 

In  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  Dr.  Brazer  tended  to  specialize  in  what 
might  be  termed  works  of  a public  character,  such  as  churches,  schools,  banks,  court 
houses,  bridges  and  monuments,  although  private  residences  were  included.  In  his  bio- 
graphical sketch  in  “Who’s  Who  in  America”  a number  of  his  principal  works  are  listed, 
among  them  being  the  Delaware  County  Court  House,  Media,  Pa.;  the  Citizens  Savings 
Bank  and  the  Fort  George  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  City;  War  Memorial 
Bridge,  Sw'arthmore,  Pa.;  World  War  Memorial,  Lansdowne,  Pa.;  Trinity  P.  E.  Church, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; Deshong  Memorial  Museum  and  Park,  Chester,  Pa.;  and  St.  Paul’s 
P.  E.  Church,  Kittanning,  Pa.  He  also  designed  the  residence  of  his  brother-in-law 
Allyn  K.  Ford  in  Minneapolis,  which  won  the  A.  1.  A.  Chapter  award  for  the  best  erected 
in  Minnesota  during  1925-1930.  Another  interesting  project  was  a design  for  the  entire 
Westinghouse  Village  for  7,000  people  at  Essington,  Pa.  Almost  at  the  beginning  of  his 
practice,  in  1907,  he  was  awarded  second  prize  for  a design  for  the  capitol  of  Puerto  Rico 
at  San  Juan,  a design  which  was  later  purchased  by  the  officials. 

As  one  might  expect,  the  list  of  his  professional  societies  is  a lengthy  one.  As  evi- 
dence of  his  high  standing  was  his  long  membership  on  the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of 
Examiners  of  Architects,  from  1919  to  1938,  being  president  of  the  Board  1928-1930. 

He  was  a member  of  the  National  Council  of  Architectural  Registration  Boards,  and 

president  1929-1931;  the  New  York  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects; 
Pennsylvania  State  Association  of  A.  I.  A.  (president  1928-1930)  ; Architectural  League  of 
New  York;  American  City  Planning  Institute;  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New 
England  Antiquities;  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania;  Delaware  County  Historical 
Society  (president  1927-1937)  ; Tri-State  Regional  Planning  Federation  (technical  ad- 
visor) ; and  the  National  Advisory  Council  on  School  Buildings,  Department  of  the 

Interior.  As  an  author  he  prepared  a course  in  Architectural  Practice  for  the  Interna- 
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tional  Correspondence  Schools  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  wrote  a Building  Code  for  Chester, 
Pa.  In  this  connection  should  be  mentioned  his  outstanding  technical  library,  one  of  the 
finest  in  private  hands. 

Rather  early  in  his  career  Dr.  Brazer  became  interested  in  antiques,  as  a student  and 
as  a collector,  and  wrote  a number  of  articles  for  the  antiques  magazines.  In  the  small 
towns  and  country  places  in  Pennsylvania  he  made  many  a valuable  and  interesting  find. 
Partly  as  a result  of  this  activity  he  was  called  on  to  restore  several  important  colonial 
buildings.  As  a further  result  he  eventually  acquired  for  his  home  the  second  oldest  resi- 
dence in  Flushing,  N.  Y.,  called  “Innerwick”.  This  he  filled  with  the  antique  furnishings 
and  ornaments  he  had  collected,  making  it  a most  interesting  “museum”.  Here  he  took 
delight  on  several  occasions  in  entertaining  the  New  York  Chapter  of  his  beloved  Essay- 
Proof  Society. 

In  recognition  of  his  notable  achievements  in  his  profession  as  architect,  there  was 
conferred  on  him  by  his  alma  mater  Drexel  Institute,  at  the  commencement  exercises  in 
1942,  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science.  Of  this  he  was  justly,  though  modestly, 
proud. 


Although  he  had  been  an  embryonic  collector  in  his  boyhood  days,  it  was  while  actively 
engaged  in  his  professional  activities  that  Dr.  Brazer  became  seriously  interested  in  phi- 
lately and  began  to  collect  United  States  stamps.  His  falling  for  this  “child’s”  hobby,  he 
often  related  in  his  reminiscing  moods,  brought  condescending  smiles  from  some  of  his 
professional  associates,  especially  when  they  learned  of  the  substantial  amounts  of  money 
he  was  putting  into  it.  But  it  turned  out  that  the  laugh  was  on  them  in  the  end.  A hard 
and  fast  rule  he  had  made  for  himself,  and  that  was  to  stick  to  quality  — he  was  condition 
conscious  from  the  first.  And  this  policy  was  to  bear  good  fruit,  for  he  has  told  us  how, 
during  the  depression  years  following  the  financial  crash  of  1929,  when  his  architectural 
business  had  been  reduced  to  the  vanishing  point,  his  valuable  collection  proved  to  be  a 
life  saver.  Very  judicially  he  sold  from  it,  principally  at  auctions,  good  quality  always 
bringing  good  prices,  and  practically  lived  off  his  collection  during  those  hard  times. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  enforced  period  of  professional  inactivity  that  he  became 
attracted  more  and  more  to  essays  and  proofs.  Being  entranced  by  their  great  beauty, 
in  comparison  with  the  issued  stamps,  and  having  an  intense  desire  to  learn  about  their 
origins  and  creators,  he  set  forth  on  a new  career — to  become  the  world’s  foremost  special- 
ist and  authority  in  this  little-cultivated  field.  Although  on  his  office  door  in  New  York 
there  appeared  the  words,  “Clarence  W.  Brazer,  Architect  and  Philatelist”,  he  gradually 
turned  his  attention  from  what  little  business  there  was  in  architecture  to  the  full  time 
business  of  dealing  in  essays  and  proofs  (all  the  time  remaining  a collector  as  well),  and  to 
research  and  writing  in  the  field  of  his  new  love.  His  scope  was  principally  the  United 
States  and  British  North  America,  but  was  not  limited  to  these  countries. 

One  of  the  first  things  he  did,  in  the  pursuit  of  more  knowledge,  was  virtually  to 
take  up  his  abode  in  the  great  New  York  Public  Library  and  start  hunting  for  informa- 
tion about  bank  note  and  stamp  engravers,  though  this  w'as  just  one  of  the  sources  used 
for  his  searching.  Out  of  this  came  the  start  of  that  long  series  of  articles  in  the  Col- 
lectors Club  Philatelist  entitled  “A  Historical  Catalog  of  U.  S.  Stamp  Essays  and  Proofs”, 
the  first  appearing  in  the  issue  of  January,  1938.  The  plan  was  so  comprehensive  that 
he  felt  obliged  in  the  third  installment  (October,  1938)  to  make  a sort  of  apology,  or  at 
least  an  explanation:  “It  may  seem”,  he  said,  “that  I am  laying  too  broad  a foundation, 
but  while  some  of  it  may  only  provide  support  for  low  porches,  others  will  become  towers 
of  strength  and  beauty  in  the  completed  edifice.  |Note  the  architect  speaking!]  All 
those  mentioned  herein  contributed  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  vast  treasury  of  drawings 
or  engraved  bank  note  dies  from  which  the  designs  of  our  early  stamps  and  bank  notes  were 
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produced.  Reference  will  be  made  throughout  this  work  to  those  herein  mentioned  as  the 
individual  stamp  designs  are  discussed.  There  is  no  w ritten  record  available  of  bank  note 
engravers,  and  as  their  w’ork  is  mostly  collaborative  and  unsigned,  it  seems  desirable  to 
make  as  complete  a record  as  possible  during  this  research,  for  collectors  of  early  bank, 
notes,  and  of  stamps  and  proofs.  ...” 

The  findings  w’ere  published  more  or  less  as  they  w^ere  made  and  the  last  of  the 
series  (there  may  have  been  more  contemplated)  did  not  appear  until  April,  1951.  This 
installment  was  published  in  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  (Vol.  8,  Whole  No.  30).  The 
W’ork  as  executed  never  quite  conformed  to  the  selected  title,  as  it  stuck  mainly  to  the 
history  of  the  engraving  companies  and  their  personnel  rather  than  attempting  to  catalog 
essays  and  proofs.  A sub-title  used  later  in  the  series  might  have  been  a more  appropriate 
heading,  “The  Engraving  Companies  and  Their  Designers  & Engravers.”  The  subject  of 
essays  brought  forth  a separate  publication. 

The  above-mentioned  series,  let  it  be  said  with  emphasis,  constitutes  a mine  of  valu- 
able information  nowhere  else  to  be  found,  but  unfortunately  it  is  not  easily  available  and 
is  little  known.  It  was  the  author’s  intention  to  revise  and  correct  it  and  republish  it  in 
book  form,  and  some  beginnings  w'ere  made  in  this  direction.  But  alas,  too  little  time  was 
left;  it  is  not  for  one  man  to  do  so  much!  This  prodigious  piece  of  work,  however,  will 
surely  endure  as  one  of  his  most  valuable. 

While  in  the  midst  of  this  searching  and  wwiting  Dr.  Brazer  had  acquired  a vast 
knowledge  and  stock  of  the  essays  and  proofs  of  United  States  stamps,  and  his  next  great 
accomplishment  w^as  the  completion  of  his  catalog  of  “Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive  Postage 
Stamps,”  which  was  brought  out  in  1941  as  a publication  of  the  Handbook  Committee  of 
the  American  Philatelic  Society.  It  was  what  its  title  implied,  a formal  listing  of  all  the 
U.  S.  postage  stamp  essays  knowm  at  that  time,  illustrated  and  accurately  described,  though 
not  priced.  As  was  to  he  expected  of  a catalog,  it  served  more  quickly  to  put  essays 
“on  the  map,”  and  the  publisher’s  supply  was  soon  exhausted. 

The  next  notable  step  in  his  philatelic  career  w^as  the  formation  of  the  Essay-Proof 
Society  in  1943,  in  collaboration  with  a handful  of  the  leading  collectors  in  this  compara- 
tively new  field.  Dr.  Brazer  was  appointed  editor  of  its  official  organ,  the  Essay-Proof 
Journal,  remaining  at  its  helm  until  a decline  in  his  health  in  the  fall  of  1950.  At  the 
very  start  he  set  a high  standard  for  this  new  entry  in  philatelic  journalism,  and  no 
greater  monument  to  his  memory  can  be  found  than  the  seven  volumes  that  were  issued 
under  his  direction.  The  Journal  gave  him  an  ideal  outlet  for  his  steady  stream  of 
researches  and  a convenient  means  for  a.  continuation  of  his  formal  cataloging.  He 
became  Chairman  of  the  Society’s  Catalog  Committee,  and  through  his  almost  unaided 
efforts  many  essays  and  proofs  of  British  North  America,  other  British  Colonies,  South 
and  Central  America,  as  well  as  other  countries,  w^ere  recorded.  Addenda  to  his  catalog 
of  U.  S.  essays  were  also  here  published.  In  the  first  number  of  the  Journal  he  set 
forth  the  principles  of  his  color  system  for  cataloging — “A  Descriptive  Color  Dictionary” 
— making  use  of  it  in  all  his  subsequent  work  in  this  line.  Although  a rather  difficult 
subject  for  the  layman  to  understand,  he  evolved  a system  that  appeared  to  him  relatively 
simple  and  workable.  It  was  based  on  Ridgway’s  Color  Standards  and  his  own  abbrevi- 
ated list  of  color  names  and  adjectives.  This,  too,  he  was  hoping  to  have  published  as  a 
hook,  but  the  difficulties  and  expense  were  much  too  formidable. 


In  addition  there  were,  of  course,  innumerable  contributions  of  a miscellaneous  nature, 
not  only  in  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  hut  in  many  other  philatelic  publications,  both 
before  and  after  the  Journal  was  started — too  numerous  to  attempt  any  listing  of  them 
here.  Two  of  these,  however,  may  be  singled  out  as  especially  noteworthy:  (i)  In  the 
series  on  “A  Historical  Catalog  of  U.  S.  Stamp  Essays  and  Proofs”  in  the  Collectors  Club 
Philatelist,  two  installments  were  inserted  (April,  July,  1939)  treating  in  detail  the 
“Trans- Alississippi  Issue  of  1898.”  In  the  introduction  it  was  stated  that  “Idle  regular 
sequence  of  this  series  of  articles  is  herewith  interrupted  in  order  to  show  a sample  of 
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the  contemplated  treatment  of  each  issue  to  follow.  . . ” This  study,  carried  out  in  a most 
comprehensive  manner,  was  afterwards  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form,  but  the  Intended  series 
after  this  “sample”  did  not  materialize.  (2)  In  the  CIPEX  double  number  of  the 
Essay-Proof  Journal  for  April,  1947,  he  published  a complete  history  and  catalog  of  the 
U.  S.  1847  issue,  thus  contributing  in  a substantial  way  to  the  looth  Anniversary  celebra- 
tion of  our  first  stamps.  This,  too,  was  afterwards  reprinted  as  a separate  pamphlet  and 
has  been  a most  useful  work  of  reference. 

His  extensive  history  and  cataloging  of  essays  and  proofs  of  U.  S.  Postal  Cards  in 
the  Essay-Proof  Journal  is  another  work  deserving  special  mention.  Another  that 
stands  out  is  a continued  article  on  “The  Fine  Art  of  Line  Engraving”  in  Journals  7 to  9 
inclusive  (1945,  1946),  an  elaboration  of  a scholarly  paper  that  had  been  read  before  the 
Andiron  Club  of  New  York  University.  Many  of  his  earlier  writings  on  his  specialty 
appeared  in  the  American  Philatelist,  and  since  1929  he  had  served  as  consultant  for  proof 
and  specimen  listings  in  Scott’s  United  States  Specialized  Catalogue. 

In  all  his  researches  and  writings,  and  in  his  consultations  with  collectors  and  clients, 
this  one  characteristic  stands  out,  his  willingness  and  eagerness  to  share  his  knowledge 
with  others.  At  times,  it  is  true,  there  were  heated  arguments,  debates,  controversies,  but 
throughout  he  was  set  only  on  bringing  out  the  truth,  held  tenaciously  to  his  convictions — 
to  the  point  of  stubbornness  in  the  minds  of  some  of  his  antagonists — and  more  often  than 
not  was  proven  right  in  the  end.  In  this  respect  it  may  truly  be  said  that  he  took  his 
hobby  seriously. 

The  reference  collections  that  he  had  formed,  in  addition  to  his  extensive  holdings  for 
sale,  were  almost  unbelievable.  In  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  of  all  issues  of  postage,  sta- 
tionery and  revenue  stamps  they  were  the  most  complete  in  existence.  Where  not  com- 
plete, he  would  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  make  them  so. 

Dr.  Brazer’s  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  philately  was  evidenced  by  his  union  with  and 
support  of  many  of  the  leading  societies  and  organizations  in  this  field.  Among  them  were 
the  Lansdowne  Stamp  Club  (Pa.),  his  first;  the  Masonic  Stamp  Club  (New  York),  the 
National  Philatelic  Museum,  American  Philatelic  Society,  Society  of  Philatelic  Americans, 
Bureau  Issues  Association,  British  North  America  Philatelic  Society,  the  American  Stamp 
Dealers  Association,  and  the  Collectors  Club  of  New  York.  To  the  latter  he  was  particu- 
larly devoted,  attending  its  meetings  regularly,  and  was  a member  of  its  Board  of 
Governors  from  1943  to  1950. 

It  was  but  natural  that  this  eminent  leader  and  writer  should  be  the  recipient  of 
high  honors  from  his  fellows.  Some  of  the  more  notable  presentations  to  him  were  the 
Eidsness  Silver  Plate  in  1942  for  his  book  on  “Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps”; 
the  SEPAD  Merit  Award,  1945;  and  the  Luff  Award  for  Philatelic  Research,  1946.  The 
latter  is  a three-class  series  of  awards  made  bi-annually  by  the  American  Philatelic  Society 
in  honor  of  the  renowned  John  L.  Luff.  In  the  words  of  the  Awards  Committee  for 
1946,  it  was  “unanimously  agreed  that  the  First  Award  [“for  distinguished  philatelic 
research”]  should  go  to  Clarence  W.  Brazer  for  many  years  of  outstanding  research  work 
in  the  field  of  Essays  and  Proofs,  and  for  recent  work  on  American  bank  note  engravers 
and  their  work.” 

Also  in  keeping  with  his  urge  to  educate,  and  to  spread  the  gospel  of  essays  and  proofs, 
he  was  usually  a participant  in  the  more  important  national  exhibitions,  sometimes  in  com- 
petition and  sometimes  not.  Top  awards  were  common,  including  a First  for  Research 
on  U.  S.  Essays  and  Proofs  at  CIPEX  in  1947,  and  the  First  U.  S.  Award  at  Newark, 
N.  J.,  in  1937  and  1953.  He  was  anticipating  FIPEX  as  the  climax  of  all  his  exhibiting 
and  had  prepared  material  for  a total  of  eleven  frames,  selecting  from  his  choicest  items. 
After  personally  mounting  the  first  frame  he  felt  too  ill  to  continue,  and  ten  frames 
remained  empty.  A virus  infection  had  stricken  him  and,  on  the  closing  eve  of  the  great 
show,  his  heart  suddenly  failed  him.  The  philatelic  world  in  general,  and  the  Essay- 
Proof  Society  in  particular,  have  lost,  in  his  passing,  one  of  the  irreplaceables. 
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Personal  Tributes  by  Members  of  the 

Society  In  Memory  of 
Dr,  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer 


J)r.  Brazei*  honored  at  a surprise  birthday  dinner  on  his  70tli  anniversary,  in  1050, 
by  a fjrotip  of  his  friends  of  the  Collectors  Club  and  the  Kssay-Proof  Society.  Ijeft 
to  right,  seated:  Jacob  S.  Glaser,  Kdwin  K.  Elkins,  Dr.  Brazer,  John  J.  Britt  (toast- 
master), Richard  S.  Bohn,  Harrison  1).  S.  Haverbeck,  Henry  Goodkind;  standing!: 
George  B.  Wray,  Julian  Blanchard,  Albert  H.  Higgins,  Stephen  G.  Rich,  Max  E.. 
Esteniaux,  Martin  B.  Engelhardt,  Falk  h^inkelhurg,  Edmond  Queyroy,  Edith  M. 
Paulstich,  Sol  Altmaim,  Thomas  F.  Morris,  Julian  F.  Gros,  Harry  Konwiser. 

In  the  sudden  passing  of  our  honored  founder  and  leader,  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer, 
on  May  6,  1956,  the  Essay-Proof  Society  has  suffered  a great  loss.  Without  the  zeal  and 
guidance  of  Dr.  Brazer  our  Society  would  not  have  prospered.  No  other  amongst  us  had 
the  vision  and  talents  to  launch  such  a vessel  as  the  Essay-Proof  Journal,  which  he 
steered  on  an  undeviating  course.  No  one  has  there  been  who  has  surpassed  or  even 
equalled  him  in  his  knowledge  of  essays  and  proofs,  and  in  his  willingness  and  eagerness 
to  share  that  knowledge  with  others. 

We  virtually  took  Dr.  Brazer  for  granted.  None  seemed  to  think  of  a successor. 
Now  we  stand  in  bewilderment  as  we  bow  in  memory  of  our  departed  leader.  We  should 
pledge  our  best  efforts  to  carry  on  as  Dr.  Brazer  always  supposed  we  would. — Julian 
Blanchard j First  Vice  President 


I'he  international  reputation  of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  did  not  evolve  by  chance, 
but  by  the  indefatigable  work  of  the  late  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  its  founder  and  long- 
time editor.  My  appointment  to  the  editorship  of  this  Journal,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  Editor  Emeritus,  Dr.  Brazer,  was  one  of  the  greatest  honors  of  my  long  writing 
•experience  simply  because  of  the  accredited  standing  of  the  Journal  throughout  the  world. 
When  Dr.  Brazer’s  health  broke  and  the  actual  work  was  taken  from  his  shoulders,  his 
was  still  the  guiding  hand.  His  fund  of  knowledge,  and  his  genuine  pleasure  in  sharing 
that  knowledge  and  in  keeping  the  Journal  on  a high  plane,  is  known  to  all. 

We,  who  write  the  tributes  in  this  Journal  this  month,  wdll  all  miss  him  as  man, 
friend  and  counselor.  But  I shall  also  personally  miss  him  as  the  security  symbol  behind 
plans  and  aspirations  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  organ  of  our  Society.  With  Dr.  Brazer 
at  the  helm  the  silent  security  w'as  always  there.  I am  reminded  of  a few’  w’ords  Walt 
Whitman  once  wrote:  “The  clock  indicates  the  moment — But  what  does  eternity  indicate?” 

I'oday  our  clock  notes  our  moment  of  sorrow’  because  of  the  death  of  our  erudite 
and  eminent  Editor  Emeritus.  Our  minds  should  now  turn  to  wdiat  eternity  indicates. 
That  is  what  we  make  of  this  Journal  that  he  so  lovingly  founded  and  perpetuated  until 
his  untimelv  death. — Edith  M.  Faulstich,  Editor 
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John  Britt  as  toastniaster,  Avith  other  officers  of  the  Collectors  Club,  presentiiijj;  to 
Dr.  Blazer  the  Club’s  “Certificate  for  Services  to  I’hilately”  at  his  70th  birthday 
party,  also  a birthday  g;ift  from  his  friends.  Left  to  rig^ht:  Edwin  E.  Elkins,  Tieas- 
nrer;  John  J.  Britt,  Vice  President;  Richard  S.  Bohn,  President;  Dr.  Brazer,  a Past 

(iovernor;  Harrison  D.  S.  Haverbeck,  Secretary. 


We  who  knew  Clarence  Brazer  will  miss  him,  for  he  was  always  ready  to  share  his 
unique  knowledge  and  experience  and  his  limitless  enthusiasm  with  us.  He  devoted  many 
years  of  his  life  to  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  its  Journal,  and  our  Chapter.  He  is 
truly  irreplaceable.  We  w'ho  knew  him  best  mourn  his  passing. — Phillip  Rocklin,  for  the 
New  York  Chapter  No.  i. 


Dr.  Brazer  has  done  a great  work  in  furthering  philately  by  his  waitings  and  leader- 
ship in  essays  and  proofs.  The  associated  stories  of  the  designers  and  engravers  has  not 
only  been  of  interest  and  of  value  in  regard  to  essays  and  proofs,  but  has  been  of  equal 
value  in  adding  to  the  knowledge  of  collections  in  relation  to  the  stamps  and  the  covers. 
H e will  be  greatly  missed  but  let  us  all  Avork  together  to  keep  the  Essay-Proof  Journal 
a living  memorial  to  him. — C.  E.  Miller 


As  a charter  member  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society,  I have  known  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer 
for  fourteen  years. 

As  a member  of  the  New"  York  chapter,  I alw-ays  tried  not  to  miss  any  of  our  regular 
meetings,  for  I alw’ays  w'alked  out  of  these  meetings  richer  in  knowledge  of  essays  and 
proofs,  than  w"hen  I walked  in,  for  Dr.  Brazer,  through  years  of  study  and  research,  had 
developed  an  encyclopedic  mind  with  regard  to  essays  and  proofs,  and  w"as  always  ready  to 
share  that  knowledge  w"ith  us. 

His  departure  from  us  has  left  us  a vacuum  w"hich  will  be  difficult  if  not  impossible 
to  fill.  We  shall  all  feel  that  loss,  but  to  me  it  came  as  a blow,  for  during  the  past  two 
years  I have  been  closely  associated  with  Dr.  Brazer  in  study,  in  research  of  essays  and 
proofs  and  in  general  help.  I looked  upon  him  as  my  master,  and  1 shall  miss  him,  and 
never  forget  him  as  long  as  1 live.  The  legacy  that  he  left  us  is  great,  and  this  will  be 
his  greatest  monument  to  Philately  in  general  and  in  the  essay  and  proof  field  in  particular. 
— Falk  Finkelhiirg 


(Continued  on  page  145.) 
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Clareece  Wilson  Brazer,  D.Sca 


At  Home 


His  historic  home,  I nnerivick , ivas  a backdrop  for 
his  interest  in  history,  antiques  and  ivriting. 


By  Edith  M.  Faulstich 


Courtesy  of  I.ong  Island  Daily  Press 


The  Wistaria-covered  Brazer  Homestead. 


Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  was  known  to  us  as  an  erudite  student  of  essays  and  proofs, 
and  as  an  architect.  In  other  pages  of  this  Journal  his  achievements  in  these  fields  have 
been  discussed.  But  there  were  many  sides  to  our  friend  and  member.  He  was  also  an 
historian,  an  authority  on  antiques,  and  a writer.  To  make  the  story  of  the  life  of  Dr. 
Brazer  complete  we  should  add  something  about  these  other  interests. 

H is  work,  ever  bent  on  research  and  exactness  for  fact,  and  his  training  in  the  field 
of  architecture,  were  so  much  a part  of  him,  it  is  no  small  wonder  that  he  purchased  a 
home  which  would  give  him  joy  from  both  an  architectural  and  an  historic  standpoint. 
It  is  also  understandable  that  that  home  furnished  him  with  the  idea  of  delving  into 
another  research  project  so  that  he  could  write  an  historic  novel.  Unfortunately,  the  novel 
was  never  finished.  But  the  home  that  inspired  it  still  stands  on  the  spot  where  it  was 
first  built  over  250  years  ago. 
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Copy  of  an  issue  of  the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser,  dated  January  25,  1787,  adver- 
tising the  sale  of  Innerwick,  the  present  Brazer  home. 

Records,  meticulously  studied  by  Dr.  Brazer,  indicate  that  the  original  house  was 
built  before  1700,  and  that  material  for  its  construction  was  delivered  by  boat  up  Spring 
Lake,  once  an  inlet  from  Flushing  Bay.  Today  Flushing,  Long  Island,  is  a bustling  com- 
munity and  Innerwick — the  Brazer  homestead — lies  within  easy  access  to  modern  park- 
ways, subways  and  air  fields.  When  the  Hoogland  family,  Innerwick’s  first  owners,  lived 
in  the  sprawling  Colonial  home,  only  birds  flew  overhead  and  transportation  was  limited 
to  horse,  boat  and  shoe  leather.  In  order  to  retain  the  flavor  of  Innerwick , the  Brazers 
bent  every  effort  to  decorate  with  an  idea  toward  charm  and  authenticity. 

A connoisseur  of  antiques,  a perfectionist  for  pure  period  architecture,  a restorer  of 
no  mean  note,  and  an  historian  to  his  fingertips,  Clarence  Brazer  was  inspired  the  moment 
he  saw  the  ancient  house  with  its  weather-beaten  appearance  and  its  wistaria-covered 
porch.  Fluge  gnarled  trunks  seemed  to  give  silent  testimony  to  the  age  of  the  home.  On 
closer  inspection,  the  architect  was  delighted  to  find  small  size  Dutch  blocks  set  into  the 
fireplace  hearth.  Fie  said  that  the  age  of  the  house  could  he  determined  by  those  blocks. 
For  the  Dutch  brought  their  moulds  to  America  and  no  one  else  made  blocks  of  the  size 
and  shape  of  those  from  Holland. 

For  years.  Dr.  Brazer  had  been  acquiring  authentic  antiques.  When  he  purchased 
Innerwick  he  continued  his  search  and  many  trips  took  him  to  Pennsylvania.  I'oday, 
from  the  moment  you  enter  the  low  friendly  porch,  to  the  time  you  pass  through  the  Dutch 
door  again  to  step  out  on  the  spacious  lawn,  you  enjoy  an  experience  that  you  will  likely 
never  forget. 


Courtesy  of  Long  Island  Daily  Press 
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Courtesy  of  Long  Island  Daily  Press 


View  of  the  old  oris,inal  fireplace  that  Avas  once  lined  with  hand  painted  tiles.  To 
the  left  of  the  fireplace  is  the  old  OAcn  for  baking’  bread  and  directly  under  the  oven 

is  a cowhide  box  for  fire-wood. 


Although  modern  conveniences  have  been  added  to  Innerwick  they  are  camouflaged. 
Radiators,  on  the  main  floor,  are  hung  below  the  floor  boards,  out  of  sight.  Electric 
fixtures  are  all  of  period  design. 

Original  Hitchcock  chairs,  pewter-ware,  papier  mache  plates,  lustre-ware,  hand  hooked 
rugs.  Colonial  sconces  and  similar  antiques  add  beauty  to  the  interior.  The  second  floor 
bedroom  has  hand  painted  walls  of  authentic  Colonial  design.  They  are  the  work  of  the 
former  wufe  of  our  Editor  Emeritus,  the  late  Esther  Stevens  Brazer,  w’ho  w’as  a nationally 
knowm  specialist  in  antique  restoration  work. 

In  the  early  1770’s  Archibald  Hamilton  noted  the  sprawding  Colonial  homestead  with 
the  majestic  trees  shading  it  from  the  bright  sun.  He  knew  at  once  it  was  the  perfect 
place  to  bring  his  hride-to-be,  Alice  Colden.  Hamilton  had  arrived  in  America  fifteen 
years  before  as  a professional  soldier,  had  fought  in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars  and 
sold  his  army  commission  so  that  he  w’as  able  to  settle  down  to  the  life  of  a country 
gentleman. 

When  he  acquired  the  house,  he  called  it  Innerwick  after  his  ancestral  Scotch  home. 
His  wife  (a  favorite  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Colden)  made  a perfect  hostess  and  the 
Hamiltons  often  entertained  at  their  country  estate,  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war  with 
the  British. 

Hamilton  professed  allegiance  to  America  at  first,  hut  he  rejoined  the  British  after 
the  Battle  of  Long  Island.  He  was  made  Colonel  of  the  Queens  County  Militia  and 
aide-de-camp  to  Governor  I'ryon. 

Innerwick  was  no  longer  a quiet  country  estate.  It  became  militia  headquarters! 
Guests  w’ere  now  high-ranking  officers  of  the  Hessians  and  Queens  Rangers,  billeted 


142 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  51 


Courtesy  of  Long  Island  Daily  Press 

I>i*.  Brazei*  deli^htetl  in  showing:  visitors  how’  the  long  iron  shovel  was  used  to  remove 
bread  from  the  oven  of  his  historic  home. 

nearby.  But  the  Hamilton  hospitality  continued  to  be  well  known  and  Intierwick  was  the 
scene  of  gay  parties.  The  Colonel  wined  and  dined  his  guests  wdth  food  requisitioned 
from  local  families.  His  authority  pleased  him.  In  fact  it  went  to  his  head  and  he 
became  so  arrogant  that  the  villagers  complained  to  his  superiors. 

“He  w'as  enraged  when  the  local  townsfolk  complained,”  Dr.  Brazer  said,  “and 
became  so  spiteful  and  overbearing  that  in  time  the  villagers  sought  revenge.  They  found 
it  on  Christmas  eve  1779  while  the  Colonel  was  preparing  for  one  of  his  extravagant 
parties.  They  set  fire  to  Innerwick !” 

Hamilton  was  disconsolate.  Only  the  east  wing,  oldest  part  of  the  house,  was  saved. 
He  partially  rebuilt  it  and  put  in  a bill  to  the  Crown,  listing  his  losses.  That  bill  fur- 
nished researcher  Brazer  with  the  information  about  the  actual  furnishings  of  the  original 
home.  But  the  claim  was  only  partially  settled  and  after  Hamilton  left  these  parts 
Innerwick  returned  to  the  original  owners,  the  Hooglands.  In  the  early  1800’s  a Quaker 
family — the  Henry  Mitchells — purchased  the  house  and  land,  and  built  most  of  the 
present  rooms.  They  occupied  it  for  over  a century.  Then  Gardner  B.  Perry  took  the 
deed  and  now  it  is  the  Brazer  property. 

His  long  interest  in  antiques  and  architecture  made  Clarence  Brazer  find  inspiration 
in  I nnerwick  with  its  hand-hewm  beams,  six-foot  long  oven  (where  Colonial  housewives 
baked  bread),  and  furnished  him  wdth  material  for  articles  in  the  antique  magazines.  On 
the  third  floor  of  the  homestead  he  had  his  hobby  room.  I'here  he  worked  in  what  was 
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Courtesy  of  Long  Island  Daily  Press 


T)r.  Brazer  sits  at  an  old  desk  at  Iiiiierwick  and  studies  photostats  of  ])apers  he  le- 
ceived  from  England.  Some  of  these  show  tlie  complete  contents  of  the  house  owned 
by  Archibald  Hamilton  Avlien  he  was  an  otticer  of  the  British  Army  and  submitted  a 
bill  to  England  for  damage  done  to  the  house. 

once  “slave  quarters.”  And  there  he  kept  an  ancient  chest  which  he  called  simply  “the 
house  of  the  I nnerwick  papers.’' 

I once  asked  him  if  he  wasn’t  afraid  to  keep  the  papers  there.  “Not  in  this  house,” 
he  said,  “for  it  defies  destruction.”  I'o  prove  his  point  he  showed  me  the  structural  details 
which  we  no  longer  find  in  modern  homes. 

When  Dr.  Brazer  found  that  his  home  was  once  the  scene  of  lavish  parties  given  by 

the  commander  of  the  Queens  County  Militia,  he  decided  to  write  an  historic  novel  using 

his  home  as  the  backdrop.  With  the  precision  that  we  well  know  in  this  Society,  he  began 
to  catalogue  every  bit  of  available  information  and  was  challenged  to  dig  up  buried  records 
and  fit  the  pieces  together.  His  search  took  him  to  libraries,  museums,  and  all  manner  of 
archives.  He  spent  many  hours  corresponding  both  here  and  abroad  in  an  attempt  to 
establish  facts  for  the  background  for  his  novel,  but  time  did  not  make  it  possible  for 
Clarence  Brazer  to  become  the  novelist  he  had  hoped  he  might  become.  Perhaps  fate 
thought  our  Editor  Emeritus  had  enough  laurels  in  other  fields.  Whatever  time,  or  fate, 
had  to  say,  we  know  now  that  he  had  the  idea,  the  inspiration,  and  that  when  he  passed 

away  on  May  6,  the  novel  was  one  of  the  few  things  that  C'larence  Brazer  had  not 

finished. 
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Courtesy  of  Long  Island  Daily  Press 


A view  of  tlie  charming  living  room  in  the  Brazer  home,  showing  the  old  desk  where 
Dr.  Brazer  often  wrote  letters  to  members. 


Mrs.  Brazer  tells  me  that  throughout  his  life  Dr.  Brazer  had  the  remarkable  talent 
for  always  being  able  to  close  his  eyes  to  what  failed,  and  the  ability  to  stride  forward  to 
the  next  goal. 


“He  was  never  discouraged,”  she  said,  “never  unhappy  about  what  could  not  be  done. 
There  was  always  more  to  do.”  But  she  recalls  that  on  that  fateful  Sunday  he  asked 
her  what  day  it  was.  She  had  told  him  about  the  banquet  the  night  before,  about  the 
messages  sent  by  his  friends,  and  she  repeated  that  it  was  Sunday,  May  6. 

“Sunday,”  Clarence  said.  “Then  the  show  [FIPEX]  ends  today.  It’s  too  late  to 
get  to  it.”  The  next  time  Mrs.  Brazer  went  into  the  ancient  room  at  Inneru'ick ^ 
Cl  arence  Brazer  had  passed  from  this  life. 


We  hope  that  future  historians  who  may  write  about  Intierunck  will  not  fall  to 
mention  the  truly  great  man,  with  the  many  facets  to  his  character,  who  lived  and  died 
th  ere,  in  our  time. 
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Clarence  Wilson  Brazer 


As  I Knew  Him 


By  George  W.  Caldwell 
Past  President  The  Lansdowne  Stamp  Club 

It  was  on  January  15,  1927  in  the  Parish  House  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  iir 
Lansdowne  Boro,  a suburb  of  Philadelphia,  that  stamp  collecting  made  an  impact  on 
Clarence  Brazer  which  was  to  have  a vital  influence  on  his  life.  The  occasion  was  the 
Lansdowne  Stamp  Club’s  First  Annual  Exhibition.  He  had  taken  his  young  son  Wilson 
to  that  show’.  Clarence  himself  was  not  a collector  at  the  time,  but  the  beautiful  minia- 
ture engravings  appealed  so  strongly  to  his  artistic  sense  that  a few  months  later  he  became 
a member  of  the  club,  and  in  1931  its  president. 

Brazer’s  contributions  to  the  club  w’ere  many  and  his  inspiration  played  a major  role 
in  the  development  of  this  young  organization.  Thru  his  influence,  the  club  w^as  privileged 
to  have  many  prominent  philatelists  among  its  guest  speakers;  men  such  as  Alfred  Lichten- 
stein, Charley  Philips,  Charlton  Henry,  and  others.  Probably  his  most  lasting  contribu- 
tion w’as  the  Club  Library,  a feature  in  which  he  played  a leading  part  by  his  donations, 
his  enthusiasm  and  his  direction. 

In  time  the  Club  became  one  of  the  foremost  cultural  stamp  clubs  on  the  eastern  sea- 
board, much  of  which  must  be  credited  to  Clarence  Brazer.  When  he  moved  to  New 
York  and  thus  beyond  the  geographical  limits  of  the  club,  he  was  given  Honorary  Mem- 
bership status,  effective  January  5,  1937.  His  re-election  at  the  end  of  each  five-year 
period  has  been  routine. 

Very  early  in  his  philatelic  career,  Brazer  became  interested  in  U.  S.  essays  and 
proofs.  This  field  w’as  practically  virgin  at  the  time  and  he  purchased  such  material  at 
very  favorable  prices.  Soon  he  realized  the  need  of  a catalog  of  U.  S.  essays;  none 
existed  at  the  time.  I recall  his  telling  me  of  his  ideas  in  the  matter  and  that  he  had 
failed  to  find  a publisher  w’ho  was  wdlling  to  take  on  the  job.  Clarence  was  a deter- 
mined fellow’;  he  didn’t  give  up  easily,  and  as  we  all  know’,  his  catalog  eventually  was 
published ; and  is  accepted  as  an  authoritative  source. 

Brazer’s  crow’ning  achievement  w’as  the  birth  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  and  the  high 
standard  he  set  for  its  Journal,  recognized  as  the  finest  philatelic  periodical  in  the  world. 

This,  in  brief,  is  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer  as  I knew’  him,  as  a personal  friend  and  a 
great  inspiration  during  w’ell  over  a quarter  century. 


It  is  with  profound  regret  that  I learn  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer, 
w’hose  contributions  to  the  spread  of  philatelic  knowledge  cannot  be  measured.  The 
Essay-Proof  Society,  which  he  founded,  and  its  Journal,  which  he  edited  so  brilliantly  for 
so  many  years,  stand  as  monuments  to  his  vision,  learning  and  organizing  ability.  His 
good  works  will  continue  to  live  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those  who  now  suffer  the  loss 
of  friend  and  counselor. — Elston  G.  Bradfield 

I knew’  Clarence  for  many  years  and  his  loss  is  greater  than  merely  expressing  the 
opinion  that  he  w’ill  be  hard  to  replace.  His  philatelic  knowledge  was  so  vast,  and  he 
gave  so  much  of  himself,  that  to  me  it  w’ill  be  impossible  to  assume  he  might  have  a suc- 
cessor. Lucid  and  generous  in  his  much  sought  for  opinions,  he  had  the  fortunate  faculty 
of  generating  enthusiasm  in  those  around  him.  Commercially,  he  w’as  a most  gracious 
host  and  it  W’as  a pleasure  to  transact  business  w’ith  him.  His  name  will  live  permanently, 
and  synonymously,  wdth  our  hobby. — Howard  A.  Lederer 
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1 he  late  Dr.  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer  made  an  immeasurable  contribution  to  stamp 
collecting  through  his  studies  which  began  with  U.  S.  Essays  and  Proofs,  and  the  earnest 
manner  in  which  he  went  about  his  work.  Though  it  was  many  years  ago  I recall  his  first 
appearances  at  the  New  York  Collectors  Club.  He  was  somewhat  of  a new-comer  then, 
as  was  his  friend,  who  accompanied  him  at  about  the  same  time,  the  late  Beverly  S.  King. 
They  were  both  architects,  and  had  collections  of  U.  S.  stamps.  Beverly  began  to  give 
his  attention  to  U.  S.  20th  Century  issues  and  soon  became  a collaborator  with  Max  G. 
Johl  in  the  publication  of  the  first  of  the  famed  “King-Johl”  books,  which  got  as  far  only 
as  Volume  I,  1932,  later  to  be  carried  on  by  Mr.  Johl.  Beverly  had  been  called  to  Wash- 
ington to  take  up  duties  in  the  Roosevelt  reconstruction  era  and  met  an  untimely  death 
there  through  an  automobile  accident. 

Clarence  Brazer,  meanwhile,  disposed  of  his  U.  S.  collection  and  took  up  the  U.  S. 
Essays  and  Proofs  as  his  specialized  field.  The  rest  is  philatelic  history.  He  studied  them 
thoroughly  and  wrote  voluminously  in  the  stamp  press.  He  listed  and  cataloged  them, 
he  became  the  undisputed  authority  on  the  subject.  He  conceived  and  founded  the  Essay- 
Proof  Society  and  for  several  years  he  was  the  guiding  editorial  force  behind  the  Society’s 
Journal.  He  gained  a well-earned,  conceded  international  reputation  and  was  widely 
consulted  and  quoted  by  other  writers.  I enjoyed  his  friendship  for  these  many  years. 
Clarence  will  be  greatly  missed,  particularly  in  American  Philately,  for  there  are  seldom 
qualified  substitutes  for  students  of  his  rank. — George  B.  Shane 


While  the  collecting  of  Essays  and  Proofs  has  always  been  popular  with  specialists 
to  dress  up  their  collections,  it  was  left  to  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer  to  really  establish 
them  on  a sound  basis,  and  secure  for  them  the  recognition  and  valuations  they  deserved. 

In  addition  to  his  outstanding  work  of  founding  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  and  its 
Journal,  he  was  also  responsible  for  the  listings  and  pricings  in  the  Scott  Catalog,  and 
through  his  constant  writings  he  made  them  a major  part  of  every  collection,  instead  of 
just  a mere  sideline. 

Thanks  to  him  Essays  and  Proofs  now  have  values  as  fixed  as  postage  stamps,  and 
few  advanced  specialists  would  think  of  forming  a specialized  collection  without  including 
them. — H.  L.  Lindquist 

My  friend  Clarence  Brazer  built  a tall  and  beautiful  monument  in  the  field  of 
philately  and  in  the  hearts  of  those  of  us  who  were  privileged  to  know  him. — L.  G. 
Brookrnan 


Essays  and  proofs  are  a most  interesting,  albeit  a narrow  field.  But  the  enthusiasm 
that  Dr.  Brazer  showed  for  them  was  infectious.  My  own  activities  in  it  have  always 
been  most  limited,  but  what  there  has  been  w^as  due  originally  to  that  enthusiasm  which 
he  showed  and  transmitted  to  others.  He  was  always  generous  with  his  knowledge,  un- 
selfish with  his  talents,  and  helpful  with  his  desire  to  be  of  service  to  his  fellow 
philatelists. — Herman  Herst,  Jr. 


Philately  has  lost  another  great  man  in  the  sad  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer. 
In  the  years  to  come,  when  philately  is  the  spoken  word,  especially  Essays  and  Proofs, 
the  name  of  Dr.  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer  will  live  on,  in  the  memories  of  those  who  knew 
him  as  the  writer  did  and  those  who  only  knew  him  in  cold  type.  I have  lost  a friend! 
— Harry  H eiss 


Gn  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Toronto  Chapter  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  I would 
like  to  express  very  deep  regret  at  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Essay-Proof  Society.  Dr.  Brazer  was  held  in  high  esteem  among  philatelists  and 
always  took  a prominent  part  in  directing  the  affairs  of  the  Society.  He  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  all  of  his  friends,  and  our  Society  has  sustained  a grievous  loss. — G .R.  Sliorney 
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Oiie  of  Dr.  Brazer’s  la.st  public  appearances  was  at  the  golden  wedding  anniversary 
dinner  in  honor  of  Chester  and  Mary  Smeltzer.  Here  he  is  shown  in  action,  at  the 
dinner,  discussing  highlights  in  the  career  of  the  Smeltzers. 

Endowed  with  a rare  combination  of  talents,  Clarence  Brazer  the  architect  thought 
creatively,  planned  painstakingly  and  executed  brilliantly.  To  philately  he  brought  these 
same  gifts — and  from  his  bold  concept  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  he  blueprinted  a re- 
markable philatelic  structure  which  will,  without  doubt,  become  an  enduring  monument 
to  his  memory. — Chester  A.  Smeltzer 

To  anyone  who  has  done  research  work,  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  is  like 
a black  cloud  which  hovers  over  us  hiding  the  rays  of  philatelic  knowledge. 

Is  there  anyone  who  can  think  of  essays  and  proofs  and  their  beginnings  in  contem- 
porary philately  without  thinking  of  the  Dean  of  the  field;  the  most  prolific  writer  of 
United  States  Essays  and  Proofs;  a keen  and  analytic  mind,  whose  words  were  eagerly 
sought  and  digested  by  the  members  at  the  Essay-Proof  Society  meetings  held  at  the 
Collectors  Club  in  New  York  City? 

The  few  opportunities  I had  to  hear  and  see  Dr.  Brazer  “in  action”  at  these  meetings 
were  indeed,  for  me — a rare  treat. 

I join  wdth  Mrs.  Katherine  Brazer  and  stamp  collectors  all  over,  in  mourning  his 
passing. — Samuel  H.  Wiener 

I believe  the  passing  of  Clarence  Brazer  will  be  a loss  to  the  philatelic  world,  especially 
to  those  of  us  in  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  as  we  leaned  on  his  knowledge.  Personally  I 
thought  a lot  of  him  and  it  was  always  a pleasure  for  me  to  see  his  displays  and  hear 
him  talk  on  his  treasured  material. — Edwin  Elkins 


148 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  51 


The  Old  Master  has  gone  and  we  who  have  been  associated  with  him  will  certainly 
miss  him.  Every  collector  of  essays  and  proofs  owes  him  a debt  of  gratitude.  Speaking 
for  myself,  I consider  it  a distinct  privilege  to  have  been  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Essay-Proof  Society.  T1  o keep  it  going  will  demand  greater  effort  from  every  member. 
— D.  O.  Barrett 

It  is  with  sincere  sadness  that  I have  learned  of  the  passing  of  my  good  friend 
Dr.  Clarence  Brazer.  His  vast  store  of  philatelic  knowledge  was  ours  just  for  the  asking 
and  I believe  he  gave  it  most  freely  so  that  our  world  of  philately  could  be  understood 
by  all  in  a most  intelligent  manner. 

One  who  admired  him  with  all  his  heart. — Joe  Mandos 

The  passing  of  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer  is  a profound  loss  to  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  a gentleman  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word.  All  who  knew  him  respected  him 
highly  for  his  sincerity,  integrity  and  great  knowledge.  The  world  is  saddened  by  his 
passing. — Gordon  Sprague 

Your  message  that  Philately  has  lost  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  was  indeed  a shock. 

Dr.  Brazer  w^as  indeed  one  of  the  true  cornerstones  of  the  hobby  and  with  his  passing 
a tremendous  wealth  of  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  is  lost  to  us. — Elmer  R.  Long 

It  was  with  extreme  regret  that  I learned  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer. 

It  was  both  Dr.  Brazer  and  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Hennan  who  gave  me  my  interest  in 
Essays  and  Proofs.  Altho  they  are  now  both  gone,  I will  always  remember  their  unselfish 
efforts  given  to  requests  for  information  by  one  who  was  not  a student  of  their  caliber. 

The  work  that  Dr.  Brazer  did  during  his  years  as  Editor  of  the  Essay-Proof 
Journal  will  long  be  remembered  by  students  and  collectors  of  Essays  and  Proofs. — 
Ben  B.  Newman 

I met  Dr.  Brazer  about  eight  years  ago,  at  the  annual  meeting  and  dinner  in  New 
York.  After  introductions,  he  asked  me  of  my  collection.  As  I told  him  of  my  few  com- 
mon proofs,  he  listened  as  if  they  were  worth  a million  dollars. 

Later  at  the  dinner,  he  introduced  me  to  all  the  foremost  members  of  the  E.  P.  S., 
John  Britt,  Stephen  Rich,  Winthrop  S.  Boggs,  and  so  many  others.  Then  he  treated  me 
to  a cocktail,  and  stayed  and  talked  as  we  drank.  I’ve  never  forgotten  that  night,  truly 
the  Doctor  always  occupied  a warm  spot  in  my  heart. — James  L.  Flanagan,  Jr. 

Clarence  Brazer  was  a valued  philatelic  friend  of  many  years  standing.  His  dynamic 
efforts  established  essays  and  proofs  on  a high  plane  of  philatelic  recognition.  As  the 
founder  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  and  as  the  first  editor  of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal, 
he  bequeathed  to  us  much  of  the  results  of  his  lifelong  study.  He  was  singularly  efficient 
in  recording  the  results  of  his  research  on  the  printed  page,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
many  other  philatelic  students  will  be  encouraged  to  do  likewise. 

Once  he  set  a goal,  he  would  not  deviate  from  the  straight  course  to  that  end.  We 
may  not  have  seen  eye  to  eye  with  him  in  his  methods,  hut  we  must  recognize  his  philatelic 
achievements,  which  were  far  reaching.  His  place  in  philatelic  ranks  will  be  hard  to  fill 
and  his  philatelic  ideals  will  be  an  inspiration  for  many  years  to  come. — Thomas  D.  Perry 

I never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Dr.  Brazer  personally,  but  I met  his  mind.  It 
was  the  mind  of  a scholar  dedicated,  with  the  boldness  and  sureness  of  a pioneer,  and  the 
precision  of  a fine  tool.  In  the  field  of  philately  he  was  a great  man;  nevertheless  he 
remained  humble  and  helpful  to  those  who  went  to  him  for  advice.  As  collector,  cata- 
loguer, exhibitor,  and  editor  he  has  established  himself  in  the  Philatelic  Hall  of  b ame. 
His  going  leaves  us  the  richer  for  his  great  accomplishments  in  the  new  and  fascinating 
field  of  essays  and  proofs. — ().  L.  Harvey 
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While  the  debt  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  to  Dr,  Clarence  Brazer  is  surely  clear 
to  all  of  us,  many  of  us  also  are  personally  indebted  to  him  for  help,  encouragement  and 
advice  with  our  collections.  I was  no  exception.  It  would  be  impossible  to  list  the  many 
times  that  Clarence  helped  me  nor  the  frequent  instances  when  we  discussed  some  mutually 
interesting  problem.  My  interest  in  the  essays  and  proofs  goes  back  over  fifteen  years  and 
during  most  of  this  time  I drew  upon  Clarence’s  generous  offer  of  information  relating  to 
any  purchase  made  from  him.  A host  of  collectors  could  say  the  same. 

In  a larger  sense,  however,  we  are  all  indebted  to  Clarence  for  his  study  and  the 
publication  of  his  results,  not  only  on  essays  and  proofs  but  several  of  our  early  stamp 
issues  as  well.  It  was  rny  fortune  as  Editor  of  the  1954  American  Philatelic  Congress 
book  to  publish  his  work  on  the  plate  of  9 of  the  New  York  Postmaster’s  stamp.  This 
article  resulted  in  a proper  revision  of  the  Scott  Catalog. 

Now  Clarence  is  gone  and  while  we  shall  miss  both  his  personality  and  his  future 
work,  he  has  been  unusually  generous  in  seeing  that  his  results  were  left  in  permanent 
written  form.  May  we  do  likewise. — John  D.  Pope  III 

The  passing  of  our  Founding  Father  and  Guiding  Spirit  is  a loss  to  all  of  us,  whether 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  personally  or  only  by  reputation.  He  was  generous 
wdth  his  knowledge  and  a man  of  great  integrity;  one  of  the  great  stalwarts  of  Philately. 
— Albert  P.  Bantham 

Philately  has  truly  lost  a real  collector  and  philatelist  in  the  recent  death  of  Clarence 
Brazer.  I have  known  him  for  upward  of  30  years  and  was  well  acquainted  with  him 
when  he  w^as  a collector  of  U.  S.  issues.  Later  on,  he  specialized  in  proofs  and  became 
our  leading  professional  in  this  line. 

We  will  all  greatly  miss  him, — Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr. 

Clarence  W . Brazer  had  become  so  well  known  in  this  country  because  of  his  great 
studies  upon  essays  and  proofs,  that  we  believe  another  of  his  keen  philatelic  interests  may 
not  be  as  widely  known. 

Clarence  W.  Brazer  was  a dedicated  and  active  member  of  the  Collectors  Club.  He 
and  Mrs,  Brazer  attended  practically  every  meeting,  and  he  often  added  to  the  interest  of 
these  meetings  by  his  remarks  during  the  discussion  period.  He  also  had  exhibited  many 
times  at  the  Collectors  Club,  and  the  audience  always  followed  his  words  with  interest. 
In  past  years  he  had  served  this  Club  as  a Governor,  and  its  Program  Director.  It  was 
during  this  period  that  Clarence  Brazer  saw  that  stamps  were  continually  on  display  in  the 
frames  of  our  exhibition  hall.  Furthermore,  he  took  a great  interest  in  our  library,  and  a 
number  of  the  research  projects  undertaken  by  this  Club.  He  also  contributed  a learned 
series  of  articles  on  United  States  engravers  to  the  Collectors  Club  Philatlist. 

Many  of  his  club  members  will  sorely  miss  the  presence  of  Mr.  Brazer. — Henry  M. 
G oodkind 

I was  very  sorry  to  receive  the  news  concerning  Dr.  Brazer.  My  only  opportunity 
for  conversation  with  him  was  limited  to  something  like  a half  an  hour  but  I have  had 
many  helpful  letters  from  him  and  deeply  feel  the  loss  of  his  passing. 

He  seemed  ever  willing  to  give  generously,  courteously,  and  with  conscientious  detail 
of  his  knowledge  in  helping  me  with  various  philatelic  problems  and  I am  grateful  not 
only  for  that  help  but  for  the  apparent  spirit  with  which  he  gave  it.  Only  the  part  of  us 
that  we  give  away  is  ever  truly  saved,  and  I am  certain  that  in  many  collections — and 
collectors — the  fruit  of  his  research  and  the  spirit  of  his  kindly  generosity  will  continue  to 
live. — Lowell  Cooper 

When  a gentleman  like  Clarence  Brazer  dies,  we  all  know^  that  we  have  lost  a fine 
friend  and  a scholar  who  gave  freely  of  himself  and  of  his  remarkable  knowledge  of 
stamps  and  essays  and  proofs.  For  many  years  he  helped  us  in  preparing  Scott’s  U.  S. 
Specialized  Catalogue,  and  we  have  long  been  grateful.  His  contribution  to  Philately  is 
big,  and  we  shall  miss  him  very  much. — James  B.  Hatcher 
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I was  indeed  shocked  to  have  you  report  that  my  long-time  friend,  Dr.  Clarence 
Brazer,  has  passed  away.  I have  known  him  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  and 
remember  buying  some  of  his  United  States  stamps  after  he  had  decided  to  confine  him- 
self to  Essays  and  Proofs.  Since  that  time  he  has  prompted  me  and  has  encouraged  me 
to  continue  and  follow  him  in  his  specialty.  He  has  asked  me  to  succeed  him  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Essay-Proof  Section  with  the  “American  Philatelist.” 

I spoke  to  him  a month  ago  when  I was  in  New  York  and  we  had  agreed  that  I 
should  bring  out  my  1869  collection  to  hIPEX  and  we  would  go  over  it  and  compare  it 
with  his  own,  so  I could  have  my  items  in  proper  order. 

I was  very  sorry  to  hear  that  he  had  been  sick  but  1 postponed  my  visit  with  him 
until  the  following  week  when  I now  hear  he  has  passed  away. 

His  name  will  go  down  in  Philatelic  history  as  the  real  father  of  all  those  in  the 
Essay-Proof  group,  and  one  who  was  ever  ready  to  help  all  collectors — Michael  Miller 

It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  I learned  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer,  a fine 
gentleman  and  an  ardent  stamp  collector. 

His  passing  will  leave  a void  in  the  membership  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  as  it  was 
his  vitality  and  perseverance  that  kept  our  Society  together  for  many  years. 

May  God  have  mercy  on  him. — Cornelius  W.  Spain 

It  was  with  very  sincere  regret  that  I learned  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer. 
He  did  much  to  popularize  the  collecting  of  essays  and  proofs  and  his  work  in  this  field 
was  outstanding.  The  formation  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  was  due  mainly  to  his  efforts 
and  he  gave  unsparingly  of  his  time  and  knowledge  in  the  running  of  its  affairs. 

The  Society  was  fortunate,  indeed,  in  having  Dr.  Brazer  as  Editor  of  the  Essay- 
Proof  Journal  for  many  years.  His  ability  was  instrumental  in  achieving  and  main- 
taining the  high  standard  which  the  Journal  has  always  enjoyed. 

His  passing  will  be  a great  loss  to  the  Society  and  will  be  felt  keenly  by  his  many 
friends. — C.  M.  Jephcott 

Clarence  was  one  of  the  giants  of  real  philately.  Quite  as  important  as  his  monu- 
mental wmrk  and  study  was  the  inspiration  he  gave  to  so  many  to  become  serious  students 
of  stamps. 

It  was  shocking  news,  and  he  will  long  be  missed. — Arthur  Pierce 

The  passing  of  Dr.  Brazer  is  very  sad  news.  Death  is  one  of  the  occasions  in  which 
language  seems  to  be  inadequate  to  express  one’s  feelings.  If  this  or  that  person  may  be 
called  “Mr.  Stamps”  Clarence  Brazer  was  certainly  entitled  to  be  called  “Mr.  Proofs.” 
H is  loss  is  not  only  the  loss  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  but  of  all  philately. 

At  the  FIPEX  banquet,  which  was  a fitting  way  to  top  off  the  splendid  show,  some- 
thing w^as  missing.  My  neighbor  put  her  finger  on  it  when  she  whispered,  “Dr.  Brazer  is 
not  here;  he  is  very  sick.”  It  would  have  done  him  good  to  hear  the  award  go  to  Mrs. 
Ethel  B.  McCoy’s  exhibit  with  its  many  beautiful  proofs,  but  Clarence  Brazer  was  not  at 
the  banquet — and  now  we’ll  always  miss  him. — Robert  L.  Scottino 

A tribute  to  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. : a friend  indeed.  Ever  ready  and  willing  to 
share  his  profound  knowledge  of  essays  and  proofs.  Fortunately  much  of  this  knowledge 
has  been  put  into  print.  Nevertheless  his  passing  is  a great  loss  and  will  be  much  felt  by 
the  devotees  of  essays  and  proofs,  and  to  philately  in  general. — Clinton  B.  Vanderbilt 

I was  indeed  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Brazer.  I have  known  him  for 
many  years  and  feel  truly  that  he  was  the  greatest  single  Influence  in  the  United  States 
or  perhaps  the  w'orld  in  popularizing  Essays  and  Proofs  and  making  the  philatelic  world 
conscious  of  the  part  that  these  items  should  play  in  our  hobby.  He  will  be  sadly  missed 
but  the  groundwork  he  laid  was  so  firm  tliat  this  phase  of  collecting  will  forever  continue. 
— O.  //.  Schrader 
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Clarence  llrazer  in  a pose  familiar  to  members  of  the  society  as  it  shows  him  in  front 
of  a frame  of  essays  and  proofs,  at  a stamp  exhibition. 

In  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer  we  have  lost  a valued  friend  and  member. 
A scholar  and  a gentleman,  and  feel  sure  we  can  all  agree,  Mr.  Essay-Proof.  Now  it  is 
right  up  to  the  members  as  a genuine  tribute,  and  test  of  our  mettle  to  see  that  the  Society, 
and  particularly  the  Journal,  continues  to  greater  accomplishments. — //  . H.  Kiefaber 

We  have  lost  a tireless  worker  in  Dr.  Brazer,  one  who  would  take  time  from  his 
multiple  duties,  to  explain  in  detail  the  beauty  of  the  engraver’s  art,  on  our  essays  and 
proofs. 

He  radiated  enthusiasm  and  the  hobby  will  miss  this  kindly  man. 

I’ll  especially  miss  the  happy  hours,  just  listening  to  his  profound  knowledge  of  the 
hobby  we  loved  so  well. — Fred  L.  Capossela 

Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  was  a great  man.  Philately,  and  the  world,  are  the  poorer  for 
his  loss,  but  both  gained  immeasurably  from  their  all  too  brief  contact  with  him. — Kent 
If  . Gurney 

It  was  with  deep  regret  that  I learned  of  the  death  of  Clarence  Brazer. 

As  one  who  has  seen  the  Essay-Proof  Society  progress  from  a casual  suggestion  to  a 
place  among  the  leading  philatelic  organizations,  I know  that  its  present  position  is  due 
largely  to  his  pioneer  work.  He  will  not  he  forgotten  nor  will  his  place  soon  be  filled. 
— David  H.  Burr 
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T he  passing  of  our  good  friend  and  benefactor,  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer,  comes  as  a 
great  shock  to  me  and  I extend  my  sincere  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Brazer  and  family. 

It  is  due  to  Dr.  Brazer’s  untiring  efforts  that  the  Essay-Proof  Society  was  organized 
and  prospered.  His  exhaustive  study  and  infinite  capacity  for  details  enabled  him  to 
assemble  a fund  of  knowledge  on  the  subject  of  essays  and  proofs  never  before  accumu- 
lated. 

His  eager  and  unselfish  willingness  to  pass  this  information  on  to  others  in  person, 
by  correspondence  and  by  publication,  expanded  the  appreciation  of  essays  and  proofs 
many  fold. 

I feel  that  Dr.  Brazer  is  one  of  the  few  men  who  are  really  irreplaceable. — Herman 
Eisele 


I am  profoundly  shocked  by  the  news  of  Dr.  Brazer’s  death.  Philatelic  scholars  are 
too  few  and  far  between  for  philately  to  spare  any  of  them,  and  it  will  be  a long  time 
before  we  can  hope  to  see  the  like  of  Clarence  Brazer.  Philately  has  cause  to  mourn  his 
passing. — Pierson  Ostrow 


Clarence  Brazer  was  a true  gentleman — something,  I am  sorry  to  say,  which  can  be 
said  far  too  seldom  about  philatelists.  We  shall  miss  both  his  kindly  presence  and  his 
keen  and  deep  knowledge  of  his  selected  field. — Van  Dyk  MacBride 


Clarence  W.  Brazer  gained  for  himself  a unique  position  in  the  world  of  philately. 
He  blazed  the  trail  in  research  in  the  specialized  field  of  essays  and  proofs  of  stamps  of 
many  countries,  particularly  so  in  the  issues  of  our  country.  He  has  left  behind  him  a 
record  of  accomplishment  in  this  field  unmatched  by  any  previous  philatelist,  and  it  is 
doubtful  the  position  he  occupied  will  ever  he  equalled.  A great  personality  has  passed 
from  our  midst.  I should  like  to  express  these  few  words,  adding  them  to  the  many  by 
big  “Fellows”  who  will  write  upon  his  achievements  as  a lasting  tribute  to  his  memory. 
— Thomas  F.  AI orris. 


I had  known  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  for  five  years.  At  my  first  introduction  I dis- 
covered he  was  an  unexpendable  student  and  teacher  of  philately.  Whenever  he  spoke, 
words  of  wisdom  or  words  of  kindness  fell  from  his  lips.  He  was  one  of  the  few  greats 
of  philately  who  can  never  be  replaced.  Dr.  Brazer  lived  a long  and  happy  life  and  enjoyed 
every  moment  of  it.  The  Essay-Proof  Society  has  lost  its  beloved  founder  and  guiding 
spirit  but  it  shall  serve  as  an  everlasting  memorial  to  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer.  He  would 
wish  for  nothing  more. — Morris  Forigang 


Close  and  intimate  association  with  Clarence  Brazer,  well  in  excess  of  a quarter  cen- 
tury, has  meant  much  to  me.  Such  success  in  philately  that  has  been  my  good  fortune  to 
attain — modest  tho  it  be — may  be  traced  back  to  his  influence  during  the  early  years  of 
that  association  and  a continuing  friendship  and  inspiration.  I am  indeed  saddened  by  his 
parting. — George  IV.  Caldwell 


I was  shocked  to  hear  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Brazer.  Just  a few  days  ago  I wrote  to 
him  and  was  awaiting  a reply. 

Dr.  Brazer  will  be  long  remembered  for  his  outstanding  contribution  to  the  field  of 
essays  and  proofs. 

His  passing  is  indeed  a great  loss  to  Philately.  He  will  be  greatly  missed,  particu- 
larly by  those  who  knew  him  personally. 

May  the  memory  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  never  grow  dim.  His  works  will  live  on. 
— Frank  IVasko 
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Although  he  was  primarily  a philatelist,  Dr.  Brazer’s  relationship  with  me  was  on  a 
numismatic  level.  Especially  was  this  true  in  relation  to  banknotes  where  his  knowledge, 
scholarship  and  helpful  advice  so  inspired  me  as  to  attempt  to  carry  on  the  tradition  of 
research  into  engravers.  His  passing  will  be  sorely  felt  by  one  who  really  needed  him. 
— Richard  D.  Kenney 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I heard  of  the  death  of  our  founder-member,  Dr.  Clar- 
ence Brazer.  His  interest  in  essays  and  proofs  goes  back  many  years  and  his  insistence 
that  no  hrst-class  collection  of  postage  stamps  would  be  complete  without  a showing  of 
essays  and  proofs,  did  much  to  bring  them  to  the  front  rank  in  philately.  Dr.  Brazer  was 
always  ready  to  share  his  knowledge  with  other  collectors  and  it  is  my  hope  that  his  notes 
which  have  not  yet  been  published  will  be  made  available  to  students  some  day,  through 
the  pages  of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal. — Vincent  G.  Greene. 

Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  I shall  always  remember  and  always  miss  as  one  who  freely 
helped  me  with  infallible  counsel  and  advice. — H.  K,  Crofoot 


On  the  last  day  of  FIPEX  philately  lost  one  of  its  great. 

Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer  was  one  from  the  thinning  ranks  of  great  philatelists  who 
will  always  be  identified  with  important  research  and  outstanding  contributions. 

When  I met  him  for  the  first  time  I was  deeply  impressed  with  his  great  charm  and 
his  readiness  to  share  his  vast  knowledge. 

He  will  always  be  missed. 

We  who  are  particularly  fascinated  by  essays  and  proofs,  owe  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer 
a special  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  knowledge  he  has  unearthed  and  disseminated.  I do  not 
know  of  anybody  else  who  has  done  so  much  to  further  our  specialty  and  gain  for  it 
almost  full  recognition. — PVilliam  A.  Katz,  M.  D. 


The  death  of  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer  is  more  like  the  severing  of  a family  tie  than 
the  mere  loss  of  a valued  friend  and  associate  esteemed  for  his  keen  mind,  able  spirit 
and  vigorous  nature. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  and  pleasure  to  collaborate  with  him  on  several  occasions. 
The  knowledge  and  devotion  he  so  freely  gave  to  our  mutual  interests  are  experiences  I 
can  never  forget. 

H is  enthusiasm  for  The  Essay-Proof  Society  ran  ever  high.  He  foresaw  the  possi- 
bilities of  this  group  and  pledged  his  faith  in  its  future.  He  contributed  abundantly  to 
the  progressive  planning  that  advanced  it  from  an  infant  to  one  of  the  major  collecting 
interests. 

Prominent  in  his  profession,  philately,  public  service  and  in  Masonry,  he  gained  the 
respect  of  those  with  whom  he  was  associated. — Henry  IV . H olcombe 


On  the  6th  day  of  May,  and  at  the  zenith  of  his  fame  and  in  full  possession  of  his 
intellectual  faculties,  Clarence  Wilson  Brazer  was  called  away  from  the  scenes  of  earth. 

A seat  in  the  New  York  chapter  of  the  E.  P.  S.  is  vacant;  but  this  is  a very  inade- 
quate expression  for  the  present  occasion,  much  more  than  a seat  is  vacant.  There  is  a 
void  difficult  to  measure,  as  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill.  His  guiding  judgment,  his  presence  so 
conspicuous  are  gone. 

Absorbed  in  his  great  duties  and  confined  too  much  by  the  training  of  a profession 
which  too  often  makes  its  follower  a slave  where  he  is  not  master. 

He  was  my  friend,  and  like  other  members,  1 shall  miss  him  and  perhaps  more  than 
any  other  shall  miss  him  as  the  one  person  from  whom  I most  frequently  sought  advice. 
He  never  made  one  unhappy  until  he  went  away. — Sol.  Altrnann 
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Through  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  and  as  a personal  occasional  contributor  to  the 
Essay-Proof  Journal,  I had  come  to  know  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  rather  well.  Philately 
will  surely  regret  the  recent  passing  of  Dr.  Brazer,  who  as  an  ardent  student  of  Essays 
and  Proofs,  gave  us  much  of  his  learned  knowledge.  When  time  allowed,  and  I had  the 
opportunity  to  attend  an  Essay-Proof  meeting,  it  was  always  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer,  who 
tended  to  make  the  meeting,  one  of  learning  and  delight.  Invariably  we  always  left 
knowing  we  had  gathered  more  philatelic  knowledge  due  to  the  important  highlights  al- 
ways brought  out  by  Dr.  Brazer.  I for  one  will  miss  Clarence  Brazer  whenever  and 
wherever  philately  is  presented,  for  it  was  he  and  only  he  who  made  room  for  the  wedge 
to  be  placed  to  present  Essays  and  Proofs  as  the  foundation  to  all  items  philatelic. — 
^'red  Barovick 


Over  a period  of  many  years,  whenever  anything  unusual  in  essays  and  proofs  came 
my  way  I always  turned  to  Clarence  Brazer  for  information,  which  he  never  failed  to 
supply.  He  was  a fine  gentleman,  always  willing  to  share  his  vast  fund  of  knowledge 
with  others.  We  shall  greatly  miss  him. — Hugh  C.  Barr 


I am  very  sorry  to  learn  of  Dr.  Brazer’s  passing.  This  is  a real  loss  to  the  science 
and  hobby  of  philately. 

I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Dr.  Brazer  on  three  occasions.  As  I am  an  amateur 
collector  of  proofs,  I had  numerous  questions  to  ask  him.  Dr.  Brazer  was  always  patient 
and  kind,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  explaining  differences  of  design  and  printing  of  my  speci- 
mens of  the  “inroads  to  philately.”  We  shall  miss  him. — Benjamin  G.  Lowenstam 


As  the  years  go  on,  the  contributions  of  Clarence  Brazer  to  philately  will  be  recog- 
nized more  and  more  at  their  real  worth.  To  him  we  owe  our  present  clear  understand- 
ing of  the  story  of  the  U.  S.  1869  issue;  our  systematization  of  the  field  of  essays  and 
proofs  (both  U.  S.  and  Canadian)  ; our  full  knowledge  of  the  development  of  the  earlier 
U.  S.  Postal  Cards;  numerous  other  studies  as  well.  His  own  new  information  filled  in 
the  gaps  and  cleared  the  misunderstandings  from  previous  workers. 

Applying  in  philately  the  knowledges,  attitudes,  and  criteria  derived  from  his  own  pro- 
fession of  architecture,  together  with  diligence  in  searching  out  facts  hitherto  not  known, 
he  achieved  results  long  hoped  for  by  many  of  us.  His  many  years  of  service  to  the  Col- 
lectors Club  as  Program  Chairman  must  also  be  rated  a real  contribution.  Fortunately  he 
lived  a long  enough  life  so  that  most  of  his  knowledge  has  been  put,  by  him,  into  perma- 
nent record.  Others  must  evaluate,  mention  and  pay  tribute  to  his  other  achievements: 
I mourn  the  loss  of  a grand  man,  a solid  friend  and  a premier  philatelic  research  worker. 
— Stephen  G.  Rich 


Dr.  Brazer  was  one  of  my  first  friends  when  1 entered  the  field  of  philately.  He  was 
always  ready  to  give  information  and  advice  from  his  great  store  of  knowledge. 

T'he  name  of  Clarence  Brazer  will  ever  remain  green  in  my  memory  and  certainly 
in  that  of  philatelic  endeavor  everywhere. — Ethel  B.  McCoy 


In  Dr.  Brazer’s  passing,  philately  suffers  a great  loss.  He  had  great  capacity  for 
detail  study  and  also  the  ability  to  assemble  the  results  into  useful  forms.  It  always 
amazed  me  that  he  found  time  to  accomplish  so  much,  and  to  get  it  down  in  writing  and 
then  into  print.  In  so  doing,  he  set  a good  example  to  all  of  us — to  be  friendly,  and  to 
share  our  knowledge  in  any  special  fields.  We  shall  miss  him. — George  D.  Cabot 
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Philately  has  lost  one  of  its  greatest  in  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer.  To  me, 
as  to  all  collectors  I am  sure,  he  epitomized  the  student  of  philately.  He  pioneered  in  the 
Essay  and  Proof  field — literally  he  was  “Dr.  Essay-Proof”.  Fortunately  he  was  most 
generous  with  his  knowledge  and  shared  it  with  all  through  his  writings.  While  we  are 
saddened  by  his  removal  from  our  midst,  we  can  take  pleasure  in  the  rich  legacy  of  knowl- 
edge that  his  prolific  pen  has  given  us.  This  gift  engraves  his  name  in  the  annals  of 
philately  for  all  time. — F.  B.  Sellers 


I very  much  regret  that  my  absence  from  Quebec  prevented  me  from  answering  in 
good  time  your  request  for  a personal  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Clarence 
Brazer. 

I never  had  met  Mr.  Brazer  personally,  but  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years  had 
exchanged  with  him  a great  number  of  letters  concerning  Essays,  Proofs,  etc.  of  British 
North  America.  At  numerous  times,  I requested  information  from  Mr.  Brazer  and  his 
answers  were  always  painstaking,  well  studied  and  thorough  in  every  respect.  Moreover, 
all  Mr.  Brazer’s  correspondence  was  characterized  with  that  infinite  courtesy  which  was 
all  his  own  and  which  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him  or  who  dealt  with  him. 

With  his  passing  away,  I feel  that  I have  lost  a sincere  friend. — Burroughs  Pelletier 


It  was  a great  shock  to  all  of  us  at  H.  R.  Harmer  when  we  received  the  news  that 
our  dear  friend.  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer,  had  passed  away. 

Not  only  was  Dr.  Brazer  a wonderful  philatelic  student  who  had  devoted  many 
years  of  his  life  to  the  study  of  Essays  and  Proofs  but  he  was  a truly  fine  gentleman  who 
never  failed  to  give  advice  and  assistance  freely  at  all  times. 

Our  staff  and  the  Directors  will  all  miss  him  and  we  feel  that  his  passing  has  left 
a gap  in  our  lives  that  can  never  be  replaced — Bernard  Harmer 


My  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Brazer  dates  to  before  1930  and  even  in  those  days  he  was 
regarded  in  the  Philadelphia  area  as  the  outstanding  collector  and  student  of  our  section. 
H is  stature  since  that  time  grew  until  his  reputation  as  an  authority  in  the  field  of  essays 
and  proofs  had  no  superior. 

We  will  miss  Clarence  in  the  stamp  world  for  it  is  doubtful  if  he  will  ever  be  replaced. 
I will  miss  a friend  and  scholarly  teacher  to  whom  I was  firmly  attached. — Earl  P.  L. 
A pfelbaum 


Wish  to  extend  my  sympathy  on  the  decease  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer. 

Dr.  Brazer  was  not  only  a very  good  friend  of  mine  for  many  years  but  was  always 
a very  keen  student  of  Essays  and  Proofs.  You  will  be  interested  in  knowing  that  he  was 
much  interested  in  Chinese  Essays  and  Proofs  as  well,  as  just  recently  I discussed  an 
article  on  this  subject  with  him.  I feel  that  philately  has  lost  a keen  student  and  a good 
friend. — Richard  Canrnan 


It  is  with  profound  regret  that  I learn  of  the  death  of  our  distinguished  member.  Dr. 
Clarence  Brazer.  (^ur  hobby  has  suffered  a severe  blow,  and  I know  of  no  one  who  can 
take  the  place  he  so  ably  filled  for  so  long. — T . If  . Crigler,  Jr. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  1 heard  of  the  great  loss  to  Philately  of  Dr.  Clarence 
Brazer,  and  I am  quite  sure  that  the  entire  Philatelic  Fraternity  will  miss  this  great 
student. 

I am  sure  I speak  for  all  B.  N.  A.  P.  S.  members  when  1 state  that  his  efforts  and 
contributions  on  the  Essays  and  Proofs  of  British  North  America  will  be  a lasting 
memorial  to  him. — C.  P.  dej'olpi 


156 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  51 


Your  postcard  brought  me  a great  shock  as  it  told  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence 
Brazer.  He  was  a younger  man  than  myself,  and  should  have  been  with  us  several 
years  more. 

I had  known  Dr.  Brazer  since  before  the  founding  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society;  had 
had  considerable  dealings  with  him  in  regard  to  essays  and  proofs.  These  I remember  with 
the  kindliest  feelings  toward  him.  His  remarkable  knowledge  in  this  field  was  of  invalu- 
able assistance  to  me  and  was  always  given  me  without  stint.  I can  never  forget  him. 
Would  that  the  world  had  many  more  like  him.  He  deserves  a high  place  in  the  phila- 
telic hall  of  fame. — H.  H.  Lane 

It  is  a blow  to  the  Essay-Proof  members  to  have  lost  one  so  valuable  in  the  stamp 
world.  It  was  always  a pleasure  to  do  business  with  the  Doctor.  He  was  a lover  of 
stamps  and  not  a high  pressure  salesman. — Albert  O.  Hokensen 

We  shall  greatly  miss  Clarence  Brazer.  A man  of  distinguished  record  in  his  pro- 
fession; he  brought  to  Philately  the  same  meticulous  skill  and  thoroughness  that  marked  his 
career  as  an  architect  and  restorer. 

He  was  a perfectionist  and,  in  his  research,  no  detail,  however  small,  was  unimportant. 

He  was  a generous  man  and  gave  freely  of  his  great  knowledge.  Had  he  not  been 
a prolific  writer,  much  that  is  now  philatelic  history  would  have  gone  unrecorded. 

He  was  the  undisputed  authority  on  U.  S.  Essays  and  Proofs,  and  did  much  to  estab- 
lish and  preserve  the  facts  involved  in  these  issues.  He  will  long  remain  the  Dean  in 
that  field;  those  who  knew  him,  will  remember  him  with  affection  and  high  regard. — 
Alan  R.  Fernald 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  write.  Within  the  last  few  years  I have  lost  so  many  of  my 
contemporaries  and  all  dear  to  me — Clarence  by  no  means  the  least  of  them. 

I often  wonder  when  my  bell  will  ring. 

Clarence  W.  Brazer  had  been  my  friend  for  many  years  and  our  relationship  was 
most  cordial. 

Clarence  was  an  expert  in  his  field.  I do  not  know  of  anyone  who  would  or  could 
replace  him. — Julius  IVindner 

While  I deeply  regret  the  need;  I welcome  the  opportunity  to  pay  a small  personal 
tribute  to  Dr.  Brazer.  At  this  early  date  after  his  passing  it  is  hard  to  choose  the  words 
which  would  simply  and  directly  explain  what  this  loss  means  to  me.  May  I say  that 
this  is  not  just  a goodbye  to  a very  fine  and  valued  friend,  but  a final  “Thank  You”  to  a 
patient  and  tireless  teacher  to  whom  I owe  so  much. 

Eulogies  are  not  in  my  line  of  writing  but  I feel  sure  that  Dr.  Brazer  would  under- 
stand what  I feel. — Mrs.  CeDora  J.  Hanus 


It  was  with  sincere  regret  that  I read  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Brazer.  I am  a relatively 
young  collector  and  a new  member  of  the  Society.  Dr.  Brazer  and  I only  met  once  and 
that  occurred  within  the  past  year. 

In  view  of  the  above  I do  not  feel  qualified  to  write  a satisfactory  tribute.  I sincerely 
wish  that  I did  have  the  years  of  personal  contact  enjoyed  by  some  of  the  other 
members. — Harold  F.  Oster 


It  was  with  deep  regret  that  I learned  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Brazer. 

Unfortunately,  I did  not  know  Dr.  Brazer  personally,  hut  enjoyed  reading  his  many 
contributions  to  the  Journal  and  profited  by  them.  1 know  that  he  will  he  missed 
greatly  by  his  many  friends  and  readers  of  the  Journal. 

He  will  have  successors  In  the  Society,  but  probably  no  one  can  take  his  place. — 
Cilenn  B.  Smedley 
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In  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer  I feel  a deep  personal  loss,  and  philately 
has  lost  one  of  its  finest  and  most  learned  gentlemen  who  has  given  unstintingly  of  his 
time  and  knowledge. — IV m.  H . Russell 

Replying  to  your  postal  card  in  reference  to  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer,  I was  in  New  York 
at  the  Stamp  Show,  and  saw  the  empty  frames,  representing  the  exhibit  that  Dr.  Brazer 
intended  to  fill  for  FIPEX.  It  was  certainly  a foreboding,  knowing  Clarence,  that  he 
did  not  finish  setting  up  his  exhibit. 

I feel  a great  personal  loss  in  his  going.  His  friendship  and  kindly  attitude,  and  never 
failing  willingness  to  help  was  cheerfully  extended  at  all  times. 

Clarence  Brazer  was  one  of  the  old  timers  in  the  field  of  Essays  and  Proofs. 

He  grew  up  wfith  the  early  collectors,  and  is  irreplaceable  in  the  craft. 

For  many  years  to  come  his  name  will  be  quoted  for  his  erudition  and  general  knowl- 
edge on  early  issues. 

It  is  a matter  of  deep  regret  that  he  could  not  have  been  spared  for  a few  years 
longer. — L.  H.  Barkhausen 

My  deepest  regrets  for  our  member  Doctor  Clarence  Brazer  who  has  passed  away. 
It  is  a great  loss  for  American  Philately. — Edmond  Qtieyroy 

With  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  we  have  lost  a great  student  of 
philately  whose  knowledge  was  available  to  all.  He  will  be  sincerely  missed  by  those  who 
knew  him. — Horace  F.  Hartwell 

Clarence  Brazer,  I thank  you! 

I thank  you  profoundly  because  your  love,  the  depth  of  your  feelings  for  purity,  your 
knowledge  of  the  beautiful  craft  of  engraving  have  taught  us  the  grandeur  of  the  past, 
which  you  called  with  admiration  and  respect:  “The  Golden  Age  of  the  U.  S.  Postage- 
Stamp  Designs.” 

I thank  you  because  with  your  prodigious  memory  you  could  always  explain  why  and 
how  in  reply  to  our  questions. 

I thank  you  because  you  have  taught  the  American  people  to  appreciate  beauty,  because 
as  an  elite  architect  you  have  built  in  all  domains  for  our  immense  joy  and  pleasure. 

Clarence  Brazer,  this  is  goodbye!  But,  your  friendship  will  be  a precious  souvenir. 

Your  work  was  created  for  the  good  and  understanding  of  the  World.  The  World 
is  grateful! — Jean  J^an  Noten 

I sincerely  regret  the  untimely  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer.  His  passing  leaves 
a void  in  the  postal  stationery  and  essay-proof  field  that  can  hardly  be  filled.  His  liberal 
and  courteous  assistance  to  me  in  the  preparation  of  the  United  States  Postal  Card  Cata- 
log w’ill  be  long  remembered  and  was  one  of  the  contributing  factors  toward  making  that 
catalog  a success. — George  M.  Martin 

1 am  indeed  shocked  to  learn  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer.  His  going 
creates  a void  that  may  never  be  filled. — George  If  . Linn 


Clarence  Brazer  exemplified  that  which  all  of  us  stamp  collectors  would  like  to  have 
— a mind  keen  on  beauty  and  perfection,  a stickler  for  soundness  in  approach  and  study- 
presentation;  a thorough  student  whose  insistence  on  the  best  may  have  annoyed  some,  but 
which  earned  for  him  the  admiration  and  respect  he  so  richly  deserved. — David  Lidman 


The  passing  of  our  esteemed  and  beloved  Essay-Proof  Member,  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer, 
leaves  a most  irreparable  loss  in  our  collecting  fraternity  of  Philately.  He  will  be  sadly 
missed  by  us  all. — Sam  7alevsky 
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I was  sorry  to  hear  about  Doc  Brazer’s  passing.  It  is  an  irreplaceable  loss  to 
Philately. 

Doc  was  a great  student,  always  free  with  information  when  one  asked  for  it.  He 
was  a good  friend.  May  he  rest  in  peace. — Ben  Reeves 


One  of  the  grand  men  of  the  hobby  was  taken  from  us  when  God  called  Dr.  Clarence 
Brazer  to  his  reward.  Happily,  one  of  Dr.  Brazer’s  most  commendable  traits  was  a will- 
ingness to  share  his  knowledge  and  experience  and  much  of  this  now  exists  in  the  printed 
word.  This  is  indeed  a monument  to  his  memory  of  sizeable  proportions.  Personally,  he 
will  be  missed  by  many  for  the  pleasure  of  his  company.  Dr.  Brazer  will  be  remembered 
as  one  of  the  greats  of  philately  as  long  as  this  avocation  endures. — Carl  P.  Rueth 


Clarence  Brazer  was  a brilliant  personality  in  whatever  field  he  found  interest. — 
Jacob  S.  Glaser 


I have  just  received  your  card  giving  the  sad  news  that  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  has 
passed  away.  Please  accept  my  deepest  sympathy  in  this  great  loss  that  the  Essay-Proof 
Society  has  suffered.  I never  met  Dr.  Brazer  but  in  1947  when  I was  mounting  a col- 
lection of  proofs,  I required  more  information  than  I found  in  the  catalogue,  so  I wrote 
to  Dr.  Brazer.  He  solved  my  problems  in  two  or  three  kind  and  informative  letters. 
1 have  always  felt  very  grateful  to  him  for  the  information  he  gave  me.  I shall  always 
remember  his  kindness  and  courtesy.  I hope  this  reply  is  not  too  late.  I answered  by 
return  air  mail,  but  it  takes  a while  for  a card  to  arrive  in  Scotland. — (Airs.)  Clara 
Ashworth 


I had  of  course  heard  before  I left  New  York,  after  the  exhibition,  of  the  sudden 
death  of  Clarence  Brazer,  and  on  behalf  of  us  all,  over  here,  who  had  much  appreciated 
the  vast  amount  of  erudite  work  he  had  done,  our  sympathy  is  expressed.  I have  no 
doubt  my  brother  in  New  York  has  written  an  appropriate  letter. — Cyril  Harmer. 
(London ) 


Clarence  W.  Brazer  and  the  Essay-Proof  Journal — the  two  are  synonymous,  but 
the  latter  will  be  a tribute  to  the  former’s  ability  and  knowledge. 

Those  of  us  in  the  West  who  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Dr.  Brazer  will  never 
forget  his  willingness  to  point  out  hidden  treasures  in  our  collections,  and  tell  us  of  the 
details.  Stamp  and  proof  collectors  have  lost  a real  scholar  and  devoted  leader  in  the 
field. — Philip  Little,  Jr. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I learn  of  the  passing  of  our  mutual  friend  Dr.  Brazer. 
He,  having  helped  in  founding  of  the  E.  P.  Society  and  its  main  support  for  many  years, 
gave  many  inspiration  in  our  wholesome  hobby.  We  will  all  miss  his  enthusiastic  and 
consistent  effort  in  behalf  of  the  E.  P.  group,  particularly  his  knowledge  and  ever-willing 
assistance  to  those  less  versed  in  the  aims  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society.  There  is  one  thing 
sure,  his  name  will  he  long  remembered  in  philatelic  activities — and  it  will  be  an  honoreil 
name. — Abe  Greenspan 


I was  deeply  touched  when  1 saw  the  passing  of  Clarence  Brazer  whom  I had  known 
many  years.  His  great  knowledge  of  Eissays  and  Proofs  of  United  States  Stamps  is  shown 
through  the  volumes  of  the  Journal.  The  passing  of  Clarence  is  a great  loss  to  the 
society — He  was  the  Master  Key. — Samuel  ll'illett  Comstock 
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Celebrating  the  Centenary  of  the  Firm 
of  Thomas  De  La  Rue  & Co.,  Ltd. 

The  work  of  Thomas  De  La  Rue  ^ Go.,  Ltd.,  is  well  known  in  philatelic  circles. 
To  honor  this  century-old  firm,  we  have  reproduced,  on  the  following  pages,  with  permis- 
sion, a story  about  the  firm  as  it  appeared  in  a recent  De  La  Rue  Journal.  M e have 
also  included  a story  about  De  La  Rue  s activities  in  Ireland  as  reproduced  from  an  earlier 
issue  of  the  firm’s  Journal.  Last,  but  certainly  not  least,  is  the  fascinating  story  of  the 
only  American  stamp  ever  printed  abroad.  This,  and  other  material  also  mentioned  briefly 
here,  luas  on  display  at  JIPEX. 


It  was  a wave  of  religious  intolerance  in  the  17th  century  that  forced  the  Protestant 
De  La  Rue  family  to  leave  their  native  France  and  settle  in  the  Channel  Islands  together 
with  many  other  Huguenot  refugees.  Thomas,  the  founder  of  the  firm  that  bears  his 
name  today,  was  born  in  (iuernsey  in  1793,  at  a moment  when  France  was  about  to  face 

the  horrors  of  the  Revolution.  From  the  very  start  of  his  career  be  must  have  been  a 

man  of  extraordinary  enterprise  and  insatiable  inquisitiveness.  He  was  apprenticed  to  his 
brother-in-law  at  the  age  of  ten  and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty  be  bad  already  set  up  on 
his  own  account  as  a printer  in  Guernsev.  But  feeling  that  business  life  in  this  quiet 
island  offered  very  little  stimulus  to  his  abilitv,  he  moved  to  London  in  1818  and  began 
to  design  and  make  ladies’  bonnets  from  a papier  mache  base.  I'he  uncertainty  of  fashion 
made  this  venture  short  lived  and  he  was  induced  by  circumstances  to  return  to  a more 
orthodox  means  of  earning  his  living.  Py  endless  experiments  with  white  barytes,  he 
invented  and  produced  the  first  art  paper  surfaces  as  we  know  them  today. 

'Fhese  were  no  speculative  experiments;  I'homas  De  La  Rue  had  produced  a paper 
faced  board  from  which  the  first  playing  cards  could  be  commercially  produced  by  direct 

letter  press  printing,  in  place  of  the  laborious  and  uneconomical  band-stencilled  process. 
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Instead  of  coloring  each  card  by  hand  with  water-mixed  pigment,  he  invented  a quicker 
and  more  effective  method  of  using  oil-bound  inks  in  conjunction  with  engraved  metal 
plates.  It  was  an  age  of  great  inventiveness  and  great  economic  upheaval — rather  com- 
parable to  the  era  in  which  we  are  now  living.  King  William  IV  granted  De  La  Rue,  in 
1832,  Royal  Letters  Patent  for  printing  playing  cards  by  the  typographical  process.  Thomas 
had  indeed  made  good,  and  he  was  now  thirty-nine  years  old. 

The  next  milestone  on  his  road  of  development  and  ingenuity  came  about  eight  years 
later  wLen  in  1840  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  printing  of  adhesive  stamps.  Armed 
with  years  of  experience  in  the  production  of  playing  cards,  he  signed  a contract  in  1853 
for  the  printing  of  fiscal  stamps  for  the  Department  of  Inland  Revenue. 

Two  years  later  he  was  instructed  to  submit  proposals  for  printing  a 4d  postage  stamp- 
by  the  same  process. 


(See  Images  and  160  in  E.  P.  Journal  No.  35  for  more  information  about  the  life 
and  work  of  Jean  Ferdinand  Joubert  de  la  Ferte.  The  Editor.) 


It  is  at  this  moment  that  one  of  those  interesting  and  fortuitous  things  happened  which 
changed  both  the  life  of  Thomas  De  La  Rue  and  the  face  of  our  early  portrait  stamps. 
A certain  loubert  de  la  Ferte,  a fellow  refugee,  but  from  a post-N  apoleonic  h ranee,  had 
settled  in  I.ondon  in  1840.  He  was  a man  of  superlative  craftsmanship  who  specialized  in 
the  relief  engraving  of  stamps.  Thomas  sought  him  out  and  engaged  his  services  immedi- 
ately. I'o  loubert  de  la  Ferte  was  intrusted  by  'Fhomas  the  engraving  of  Queen  Victoria’s 
head  on  the  4d  carmine.  Such  was  their  success  that  an  order  for  the  bd  and  is  followed 
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the  following  year.  In  fact,  all  stamps  above  the  value  of  2d  were  now  printed  by  this 
relief  engraved  process. 

As  to  the  lower  denominations,  in  1879,  when  the  existing  contracts  with  Perkins  & 
Bacon  were  terminated,  De  La  Rue  was  intrusted  with  the  supply  of  p2d,  id,  ip^d  and 
2d  stamps.  Until  the  death  of  Edward  VII  in  1910,  they  printed  the  entire  postage  stamp 
requirements  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Whilst  he  coped  with  all  this  expansion  for  the  home  requirements,  the  De  La  Rue 
organization  also  supplied  India  with  all  her  postal  requirements  from  1855  until  1926, 
when  the  government  of  India,  aided  by  se\enty  years  of  De  La  Rue  experience,  opened 
its  own  printing  establishment  at  Nasik. 

When  Thomas  first  printed  the  qd  issue  he  used  Napier’s  hand  press.  But  the  growth 
of  the  Colonial  orders,  as  well  as  printing  the  lower  denominations  for  the  United  King- 
dom, made  the  use  of  a more  rapid  process  imperative.  Specially  constructed  presses  were 
made  for  him  by  Wharfedales  and  installed  in  place  of  the  hand  process. 

Meanwhile,  Jouhert  had  to  find  an  answer  to  the  corrosive  effects  of  the  vermilion  ink 
then  used  on  the  copper  plates  for  certain  issues.  In  1858  he  anticipated  the  twentieth- 
century’s  Chromium-faced  plates  by  coating  copper  plates  with  a thin  facing  of  steel.  This 
invention  greatly  increased  the  life  of  the  plates  and  led  to  a more  rapid  and  effective 
method  of  bulk  printing. 

During  the  year  1861  the  G.  P.  O.  insisted  cn  the  reinstatement  of  corner  letters — 
an  act  that  did  much  to  ruin  the  simple  dignity  of  the  original  designs  of  the  1855-56  ver- 
sions of  the  qd,  6d  and  is  stamps.  The  customer  has  always  been  right;  Joubert  had  to 
insert  the  letters.  He  made  them  as  small  as  possible.  But  three  years  later  the  G.  P.  O. 
demanded  not  merely  much  larger  corner  letters,  but  also  the  inclusion  of  the  plate  number 
in  each  denomination.  In  1876  two  more  stamps  were  added  to  the  standard  series,  i.e. 
the  2]/2d  and  8d.  Meanwhile  the  authorities,  no  longer  content  with  large  corner  letters, 
demanded  that  they  should  be  printed  in  a second  color  to  give  them  greater  prominence. 

A ILalbiuiae  Fiind 


Original  design,  drawn  in  ink,  ol'  the  12e  Ijebanon  stani])  featuring  a sago  i>alni. 
This  was  found  in  l!)4d,  along  with  a proof  of  the  engraving.  15iit  the  local  <lesign 
receivc'd  from  the  colony  on  October  !.■>,  1878,  was  veloed  in  favor  of  the  usual  Queen 

Victoria  head  design. 
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In  1879  the  Company  produced  its  first  stamp  by  recess  engraving — the  12  cents 
Labuan. 

When  searching  the  ruins  of  our  factories,  destroyed  as  a result  of  enemy  action  on 
the  night  of  29-30  December  1940,  a locked  and  battered  box  was  forced  open  and  found 
to  contain  the  original  plates  of  this  first  issue.  Examination  showed  that  the  complete 
design  had  been  pantographed  ten  times  onto  a grown-copper  plate.  It  was  the  original 
printing  plate  that  was  used  up  till  1892,  when  the  2,  8,  10,  and  12  cents  were  printed  from 
thirty  set  plates.  In  the  same  box  w'as  the  original  design,  drawn  in  ink,  for  the  12  cents 
design  received  from  the  colony  on  October  15,  1878.  It  featured  a sago  palm  as  the 
central  motif.  A proof  of  the  engraving  was  found  in  the  same  box.  But  this  local  design 
was  vetoed  in  favor  of  the  usual  head  of  Queen  Victoria. 

To  meet  the  demand  for  a stamp  with  both  a high  degree  of  workmanship  and 
accuracy  that  could  be  produced  more  cheaply,  De  La  Rue  evolved  the  well-known  key- 
plate  method.  The  first  of  this  key-plate  series  were  printed  for  Antigua  and  Nevis  in 
1879-  This  system  required  two  plates,  the  key-plate  containing  the  Sovereign’s  head  and 
frame  (which  could,  if  so  required,  be  used  for  a number  of  colonies)  and  the  duty  plate 
carrying  the  name  of  the  colony  and  the  value.  Various  colors  were  employed  to  dis- 
tinguish the  values  in  each  series. 

The  tablet  for  the  value  was  the  first  radical  alteration  in  this  key-plate  system  that 
was  first  introduced  for  Ceylon’s  stamps  in  1886.  The  best  examples  of  this  small  head 
and  tablet  will  be  found  in  the  i^^d  and  2d  values  of  the  Jubilee  issue  of  Great  Britain 
In  1887,  the  Sarawak  initial  issue  of  1888,  the  Jamaica  issue  of  1889,  and  the  initial  issue 
for  Tasmania  in  1892.  It  was  this  early  Tasmania  issue  that  gained  so  much  in  design 
by  the  omission  of  the  words  ‘Postage  and  Revenue.’ 

The  next  key-plate  to  be  evolved  again  embodied  the  smaller  head  of  the  Sovereign, 
but  reverted  to  the  original  style  for  the  name  of  the  colony.  Moreover,  the  words  ‘Post- 
age and  Revenue’  were  engraved  vertically  on  each  side  of  the  design  on  solid  panels, 
appearing  in  white  on  a colored  ground.  This  device  was  used  for  the  Gold  Coast  high 
values  in  1889.  The  following  year  this  layout  inaugurated  the  initial  issue  for  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  and  it  has  not  changed  for  sixty-five  years.  About  the  same  time  a new 
key-plate  of  a much  better  balanced  design  was  brought  out  with  the  single  word  ‘Postage’ 
relief-engraved  on  white  panels  at  each  side.  Seychelles  headed  the  seven  colonies  that 
adopted  this  new  alternative,  with  the  initial  Issue  of  1890.  British  Honduras,  however, 
issued  both  keyplates  simultaneously  in  1891,  with  alternative  recess  and  relief-engraved 
tablet  figures  for  each  key-plate. 

The  activities  of  the  collector  gradually  resulted  in  a demand  for  more  pictorial 
stamps.  In  1899  De  La  Rue  produced,  for  Tasmania,  the  first  complete  set  of  purely 
pictorial  stamps  from  recess-engraved  plates  wdthin  the  Commonwealth  and  Empire.  Other 
colonies  soon  followed  Tasmania’s  example.  Today  pictorial  stamps  are  becoming  more 
and  more  popular.  An  order  was  recently  received  for  a new  definitive  issue  of  Tristan 
da  Cunha  to  be  printed  in  two-color  recess  over  fourteen  values. 

I'he  philatelist  will  remember  the  outstanding  recess-printed  designs  used  in  the  \"irgin 
Islands  issue  of  1899,  the  Turks  and  Caicos  1900  high  values,  the  Jamaica  id  of  1900  and 
I os  of  1919,  the  St.  Vincent  1907,  the  Gilbert  and  Ellice  1911  and  ip2d  of  1939,  the  Cay- 
man Islands  1921,  the  Barbados  1925,  the  Gibraltar  1931,  the  Sudan  1931  Air  Mail,  the 
Swazieland  1933,  the  Ascension  1934,  the  Ken^a  30  cents  of  193s.  the  New  Zealand  2pjd 
and  Sudan  20  piastres  of  1935,  the  Nigeria  1936,  and  the  Grenada  los  of  1938. 

The  destruction  of  the  old  De  La  Rue  printing  vx’orks  at  Bunhill  Row,  the  greater 
part  of  the  plant  and  equipment,  during  the  great  air  raids  on  London  at  the  end  of  1940, 
was  a set-back  that  might  have  proved  fatal  had  it  not  been  for  the  generous  co-operation 
of  competitors  and  printers  in  similar  lines  of  business.  Whiterlows,  Harrisons,  and 
Bradbury  Wilkinson  came  to  the  rescue  \\ith  outstanding  stamp  onlers,  while  Waddingtons 
of  Leeds,  Brown  <Sc  Nolan  of  Dublin,  Mardon  Son  N Hall,  and  the  Sun  Engraving  Com- 
pany gave  generous  co-operation  with  the  banknotes. 

By  such  extemporized  methods  production  was  continued  and  millions  of  postage 
stamps  continued  to  he  delivered  during  the  war.  (Nie  onler  alone  from  the  Chinese  Gov- 
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ernment  was  for  5000  million  stamps.  Much  of  this  order  was  delivered  by  the  air-lift 
'over  the  hump’  into  China. 

The  anxious  days  of  1942  saw  the  opening  of  the  De  La  Rue  underground  storage  in 
the  underground  galleries  of  a disused  quarry  in  the  west  of  England.  Eighty  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  dehydration  plant  and  electric  generators  were  installed  and  four  gal- 
leries prepared.  The  end  of  the  war  these  galleries  housed  tens  of  thousands  of  cases  of 
notes  and  stamps  which  had  been  printed  for  the  exiled  governments  of  France,  Czecho- 
slovakia, Greece,  Poland,  Belgium,  and  Yugoslavia,  for  use  when  their  respective  countries 
were  liberated.  The  1944-45  ‘Marianne’  series,  ordered  by  General  De  Gaulle,  designed 
by  Edmund  Dulac,  and  engraved  by  L.  V.  Phillips,  is  one  of  the  finest  stamps  De  La  Rue 
has  printed. 

Supplies  First  U,  N,  Issue 

Philatelic  history  was  indeed  made  when  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations 
approved  a resolution  at  the  end  of  1950  to  issue  their  own  postage  stamps.  For  the  first 
time  an  international  organization  of  sixty  Member  States  decided  to  issue  its  own  postage 
stamps  as  distinct  from  the  individual  national  issues.  Invitations  to  submit  tenders  were 
issued  to  the  world’s  Security  printers.  De  La  Rue  had  the  great  honor  to  be  selected  to 
supply  the  first  issue  in  1951  of  the  ‘United  Nations  Flag’  3,  15,  and  25  cents  designed 
by  the  Danish  artist  Hamann;  ‘Peoples  of  the  World’  i and  10  cents  designed  by  O.  V. 
Meronti;  ‘World  Unity’  20  cents  designed  by  H.  Woyty-Wimmer ; ‘Plane  and  Gull’  6 and 
10  cents  by  Hamann  and  the  ‘Swallows  and  Emblem’  15  and  25  cents  by  Olav  Mathiesen. 

The  accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  has  led  to  many  fresh  issues  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth, both  for  the  Coronation  issues,  for  which  De  La  Rue  have  printed  fifty-one 
Colonial  Coronation  stamps,  and  for  the  definitive  series  of  which  many  are  at  present  in 
hand.  Other  interesting  stamps  recently  supplied  or  in  the  course  of  preparation  include 
the  definitive  issues  for  Kenya  and  Basutoland,  the  Jamaica  tercentenary  issue,  Aden 
Qu’aiti  State,  Costa  Rica,  the  Philippines  Rotary  International  Golden  Jubilee  commem- 
orative issue,  Colombia  air  issue,  and  the  Nicaragua  Presidential  series. 


Photo  Ctmrtesy  Uniiotl  Natittns 


.\t  tli(*  loft  Mi*.  Olo  Hamann,  Danisli  nioinbor  of  (Ito 
tlio  “IMano  and  (iull”  stanij),  is  shown  at  his  desk. 

\Viinin(‘r  who  dosign<‘d  the  “World 


r\  Soorotariat,  and  dosignor  of 
To  tlio  riglit  is  Mr.  H.  Woyty- 
Ihiity”  ‘20o  issue. 
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Whereas  the  letterpress  stamps  introduced  by  De  La  Rue  into  the  British  postage  in 
1855  were  notable  for  the  advance  in  the  quality  of  reproduction  by  this  process,  the  modern 
tendency,  largely  dictated  by  speed  and  economy,  is  towards  photogravure.  Great  Britain 
adopted  the  photogravure  process  in  1934  for  all  denominations  up  to  is.  It  is  significant 
that  all  high-value  stamps  are  still  printed  hy  the  recess  process. 


Photo  Courtesy  United  Nations 


One  of  the  most  attractive  stamps  ever  issued  by  the  UN  is  this  “Peoples  of  the 
World”  desifjn  which  was  selected  by  a special  committee  of  experts  for  the  first 
issue  of  UN  staiiijis.  It  is  the  work  of  O.  C.  Meronti,  chief  designer  of  Thomas  l)e 
Le  Rue  & Co.,  Ltd.,  which  manufactured  the  Ic  maroon  and  10c  sepia  along  with 
others  in  the  first  UN  series.  Mr.  Meronti’s  horizontal  vignette  shows  a group  of 
five  i)eoi)le  representative  of  the  principal  races  of  mankind,  liberated  from  their 
cliains  of  bondage  and  looking  toward  the  United  Nations  emblem  over  a peaceful 

and  prosperous  landscape. 

In  photogravure  the  design  is  reproduced  by  photograph  on  to  a gelatine-covered 
plate,  from  which  it  is  transferred  to  a cylinder  and  then  etched.  That  there  are  advan- 
tages in  this  method,  both  in  rapidity  of  design  and  in  speed  of  production,  cannot  be 
denied,  but  the  designer  is  necessarily  limited  in  his  craftsmanship  by  the  quality  of  the 
photograph.  Something  of  the  finer  quality  of  intaglio  work  is  sacrificed,  both  in  the 
nature  of  the  etching  and  in  the  eventual  ‘surface’  of  the  finished  stamp. 

All  stamps  are  the  silent  ambassadors  of  the  countries  that  issue  tliem.  "I'o  their  own 
countrymen  they  can  bring  the  aesthetic  satisfaction  that  comes  from  all  well-designed 
workmanship,  ^'o  the  stamp  collectors  they  exemplify  the  national  taste  and  enhance  the 
prestige  of  the  country  from  which  they  originated. 


( fust  as  we  go  to  press  we  learn  De  La  Rue  has  received  the  contract  to  print  the 
1957  U.  N.  stamps.) 
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De  La  Rue  in  Irelaed 

The  security  printing  factory  at  Clonskeagh,  which  was  opened  in  July,  1951,  can 
look  back  to  a record  of  much  fine  work  achieved  during  the  past  three  years.  In  addition 
to  a number  of  bank-note  issues  for  Pakistan,  Portugal,  Siam  and  Burma  it  has  been 
entrusted  with  the  printing  of  three  special  commemorative  stamps  for  the  Republic  of 
Ireland.  It  is  natural  that  the  staff,  numbering  some  120  men  and  women,  the  greater 
proportion  of  whom  are  Irish  born  and  bred,  should  take  especial  pride  in  the  printing  of 
th  ese  Irish  stamps  using  the  medium  of  the  engraved  process  which  gave  results  which 
have  excited  admiration  amongst  philatelists  all  over  the  world. 


The  design  of  the  two  value  stamp  issue  released  011  Nov.  10,  19o2  to  mark  the  eeii- 
tenary  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Moore.  This  was  the  first  order  received  in  Ireland. 
The  staiuj)  is  a reproduction  of  the  portrait  of  ]Moore  by  the  Irish  artist,  Sir  M.  Archer 
Shee,  which  hangs  in  the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland.  The  original  die  for  the  stainp 
was  engraved  by  \V.  Vacek.  The  design  is  considered  a remarkable  piece  of  Avork 
whicli  cai)tur(Ml  the  full  Avarmth  and  A’itality  of  Moore.  He  Avas  knoAvn  as  a musician 
as  Avell  as  a poet  and  is  probably  best  knoAvn  for  his  “Irish  Melodies”  in  Avliich  he  set 
lyrics  of  great  beauty  to  traditional  Irish  airs. 

I'he  first  order  was  received  in  1952  for  a stamp  celebrating  the  hundredth  anniversary 
of  Thomas  Moore,  the  Irish  poet  and  musician.  Thomas  Moore  is  best  remembered  for 
“Irish  Melodies”  in  which  he  set  his  lyrics  to  traditional  Irish  airs.  Of  these  “The  Meet- 
ing of  the  Waters”  and  “Last  Rose  of  Summer”  are  among  the  many  still  sung  to-day. 
I'he  feature  of  the  stamp  was  the  reproduction  of  a portrait  of  Moore  by  Sir  Martin 
Archer-Shee  which  now  hangs  in  the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 

There  were  two  values  of  these  stamps,  3p2d.  and  2p2d.,  printed  in  green  and  Avine 
respectively.  The  original  die  was  engraved  by  W,  Vacek  wlio  caught  the  spirit  of  the 
portrait  in  a remarkable  manner  . Great  credit  must  be  given  to  Mr.  Vacek  for  this 
extremely  creditable  work.  I'o  quote  the  words  of  the  official  press  releases  uhich  ap- 
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peared  when  the  stamps  were  issued;  “This  work  depicts  the  mature  and  successful  poet, 
and  emphasises  to  the  full  the  warmth,  vitality  and  urbanity  of  Moore’s  character”. 

1*^  1953)  following  favorable  comments  on  the  production  of  such  a successful  stamp 
printed  by  the  recess  process,  a contract  for  printing  a stamp  to  commemorate  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  the  Irish  patriot  Robert  Emmet  was  received.  Emmet  led  an 
unsuccessful  rebellion  in  the  early  19th  century  against  British  rule  in  Ireland.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  Moore  and  Emmet  were  intimate  friends  and  that  Moore  wrote  a 
song  lamenting  Emmet’s  tragic  end. 

The  stamp  was  a reproduction  of  an  engraving  by  Boreas  made  at  Emmet’s  trial  in 
1803.  The  engraver  (L.  Downey)  reproduced  to  a remarkable  degree  the  unrelenting 
mien  which  characterizes  the  original.  This  issue  of  a 3d.  and  is.  3d.  printed  in  green  and 
red  respectively  was  enthusiastically  received. 

The  order  for  the  third  stamp  was  placed  with  the  Company  in  February,  1954.  This 
extremely  important  issue  commemorates  the  Marian  Year  proclaimed  by  Pope  Pius  XII 
to  commence  on  the  8 December,  1953,  to  celebrate  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

The  issue  demanded  a very  special  effort  on  the  part  of  everyone  in  De  La  Rue  and 
particularly  calling  upon  the  skill  of  our  staff  in  Ireland  to  produce  a stamp  of  the  beauty 
and  character  to  do  justice  to  its  subject. 

Special  commendation  should  be  given  to  A.  R.  Lane  for  his  brilliant  engraving  of  the 
Irish  Postal  authorities’  choice  of  the  “Madonna  and  Child”  by  the  great  Florentine  sculp- 
tor Andrea  Della  Robbia.  The  ovation  received  for  this  issue,  a 3d.  in  blue  and  a 5d. 
in  green,  not  only  from  Irish  people  but  from  other  Catholics  and  philatelists  the  world 
over,  has  made  De  La  Rue  and  the  Irish  staff  feel  that  it  was  a task  well  done. 

Particular  credit  must  be  given  to  Mr.  C.  Banks  for  his  diligent  and  enthusiastic 
work  in  training  the  copper  plate  machine  minders  who  have  thus  produced  a total  of  152 
million  Irish  stamps.  Mention  must  also  be  made  of  George  Moffitt  and  his  perforating 
crews  who  worked  most  conscientiously  in  keeping  to  our  programme.  Mrs.  Peggy 
Conroy  and  her  eagle-eyed  stamp  examiners  are  also  to  be  commended  for  achieving  an 
extremely  high  standard  in  examining.  And,  last  but  not  least,  the  Irish  staff  wish  to 
acknowledge  the  generous  co-operation  of  Mr.  Patrick  Hughes,  the  Irish  Government 
Representative.  “Paddy”  won  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  at  Clonskeagh,  who  look 
forward  to  working  with  him  in  the  future. 

Apart  from  the  Irish  stamp  issues,  which  have  taken  up  a few  months  of  each  year, 
the  production  of  banknotes  for  a number  of  countries  has  continued  successfully,  for  which 
much  credit  must  be  given  to  Miss  K.  Griffin.  Her  effective  training  has  produced  a group 
of  highly  efficient  girls  who  can  compare  favourably  with  the  staffs  in  the  older  and  longer 
established  factories  in  England. 


Essays  and  Pro(afs  of  Ireland 

A letter  to  the  Department  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs  in  Ireland  regarding  information 
on  essays  and  proofs  brought  the  following  reply: 

“With  regard  to  essays  or  proofs,  1 wish  to  inform  you  that  material  of  this 
kind  is  retained  in  the  Stamping  Branch,  (Officer  of  the  Revenue  Commissioners,  Dub- 
lin Castle,  which  is  responsible  for  the  printing  of  stamps.  We  understand  that  it 
is  the  policy  of  the  Stamping  Branch,  based  on  grounds  of  security,  not  to  permit  the 
public  display  or  reproduction  of  such  material,  and  1 regret,  therefore,  that  I am 
unable  to  give  you  any  further  information  on  this  subject.  ours  faithfully, 

(signed)  B.  N.  O’Keeffe 
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De  La  Rue  Executed  the  Only 
American  Stamps  Printed  Abroad 


Tlie  Confederate  Issue  Bearing  tlie  Head  of 
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\ <li<‘  proof  of  the  Coiif(‘<l<‘ra<(‘  Stat«*.s  ol  Ainorka  o cent  stamp  hcariiif*  tlio  tiead  of 
.l(*ff<‘rsoii  Davis,  printed  by  l)e  I^a  Hiu*  in  18(i2.  Tlie  tirst  sbipiiKMit  of  live  million 
of  tlies(‘  stam])s  smaessfully  ran  the  Federal  blockade*  ami  eirenlated  in  .Xiiu^rica. 
Lat<*r  sbipiiK'iits,  bo\v<‘v<*r,  were  seiz<‘d  and  d<*stroyed  by  Xortbern  force's. 
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The  Confederate  stamp,  bearing  the  head  of  Jefferson  Davis,  was  engraved  by  Jean 
Ferdinand  Joubert  de  la  FertC  Joubert,  as  he  is  known  today,  was  a great  craftsman 
of  the  middle  19th  century  who  specialized  in  the  relief  engraving  of  stamps.  His  work, 
which  includes  De  La  Rue’s  first  postage  stamp — the  1855  British  fourpenny — has  never 
been  surpassed.  (See  picture,  page  160.) 
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Tlu‘  (\)iiii)aiiy’s  I’rivato  Day  l5ook  roeords  the  transaction  bclwcmi  Dc  l.a  Knc  and 
tlu‘  ( ’onhMlciatc  States.  Tliis  page  records  the  shipimMit  of  1 and  .“>  cents  printing 
[dates  ami  a consigniiKMit  of  10t),00t)  of  th(‘  1 emit  stamp  (never  issued).  I*.  O.  D. 
privsnniahly  ref(‘rs  to  I'ayinent  on  Delivery,  whet  tier  at  an  Knglish  or  Anierican  l*ort 
is  not  known.  As  this  consigniiKMit  was  captured  hy  a Fi'dei’al  wai'sliip  and  never 
paid  for  it  is  assumed  that  tlie  entry  ridcMS  to  payment  at  an  American  port. 
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Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  Phillip  Joubert  de  la  Ferte,  of  the  Royal  Air  Force,  who- 
broadcast  frequently  to  America  from  war-time  London,  is  a grandson  of  Joubert  the 
engraver. 

1 he  first  shipment  of  5 million  of  the  Confederate  5 cent  stamps  successfully  ran  the 
Union  blockade  and  circulated  in  America  for  many  years.  Later  shipments,  however,  were 
seized  and  destroyed  by  the  Northern  forces.  The  original  die  of  this  stamp,  together  with 
a half-sheet  of  a i cent  stamp,  printed  for  the  Confederates  but  never  issued,  and  the 
Company’s  private  Day  Book,  which  records  the  transactions,  were  also  on  view  at 
FIPEX. 

Another  interesting  relic  of  the  American  Civil  War  shown  by  De  La  Rue  at  the 
exhibition  was  a piece  of  the  Union  flagstaff  used  at  Fort  Sumter — target  of  the  opening, 
salvoes  of  the  Civil  War.  The  fragment  was  presented  to  Major  William  Frederick 
de  la  Rue,  son  of  the  Company’s  founder,  by  General  Beauregard  in  April  1864. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  items  in  the  collection  was  a proposed  double  stamp  pro- 
duced in  1894,  the  request  of  the  Postmaster  General.  The  upper  portion  of  the  stamp 
was  detachable  and  intended  for  pre-paying  the  reply  to  a letter  sent  abroad.  This  idea, 
intriguing  though  it  is,  was  never  adopted. 

In  addition  to  these  and  many  other  stamps  De  La  Rue  featured  a variety  of  historical 
items  from  the  Company’s  museum.  Among  these  were  one  hundred  and  eighty  pages 
from  the  Company’s  archives,  including  original  sketches,  completed  die  proofs  and  make- 
ups, and  a Black  Album,  presented  to  the  Company  by  the  British  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue. 

The  Black  Album,  only  three  complete  copies  of  which  were  produced,  shows  plate 
proofs  of  every  stamp  issued  in  Great  Britain  between  1840  and  1880.  This  copy,  believed 
to  be  the  only  one  still  in  existence,  includes  proofs  of  the  British  ten  shillings,  one  pound 
and  five  pounds  stamps  of  1882  and  1883.  The  surviving  stamps  of  these  issues  are  now 
worth  many  hundred  pounds. 

De  La  Rue’s  philatelic  collection,  shown  publicly  for  the  first  time  in  London  last 

summer  when  the  Company  celebrated  its  philatelic  centenary,  was  seriously  depleted  by 

the  German  fire  raid  on  London  in  1940.  Many  of  the  FIPEX  exhibits  were  items  re- 
covered from  the  ruins  of  the  Company’s  printing  factory  near  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral, 

London,  by  Mr.  G.  L.  Newman,  the  Company’s  archivist,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  col- 
lection while  it  was  in  New  York. 

Other  exhibits  covering  the  British  Commonwealth,  the  Colonies,  and  many  foreign 
countries  which  should  interest  E.  P.  members  were  also  shown.  A few  of  the  more  notable 
ones  were: 

Belgium,  1865.  Proofs  from  dies  engraved  by  Joubert  for  printing  in  Brussels.  The  first 
issue  of  the  i franc  postage  was  printed  by  De  La  Rue  in  London  in  the  color  shown, 
and  the  die  and  plates  then  sent  to  Brussels. 

Ceylon,  Dec.  22,  1868.  Specimens  of  four  of  the  seven  stamps  of  the  1863-8  issues- 

overprinted  “Service”  for  official  use  and  sent  to  Ceylon  in  1868,  which  were  never 
used. 

Egypt,  Mar.  29,  1887.  Six  rough  essays  and  suggested  watermark  submitted  8 August, 
1878. 

Falkland  Isles,  1904-12  issue.  The  accepted  2/6d  design  but  with  the  “Postage  and  Reve- 
nue” omitted  and  a slight  modification  of  the  oval  enclosing  the  King’s  head,  together 
with  essays  for  various  denominations. 

Great  Britain,  1901.  Essays  including  the  original  id  stamp  bearing  the  annotation  “appd. 
E.  R.”  in  H.  M.  King  Edward  Vll’s  own  handwriting. 

12  Jan.  1910.  Color  scheme  for  the  new  2d  stamps  of  the  Tyrian  plum  design,  and 
the  original  approved  proof. 

King  Edward  Fill.  The  original  essay  for  a 4 cents  value  for  Newfoundland  which  was 
subsequently  adopted  for  the  of  (Grenada  with  the  head  of  King  Cieorge  VI  and 
“one  farthing”  in  the  place  of  “postage”  in  1937,  together  with  photographs  of  adapta- 
tions of  it  for  Aden,  Flong  Kong,  and  alternative  designs  for  Southern  Rhodesia. 
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Sudan,  21  July,  1931.  Essays  submitted  at  the  request  of  the  Director  of  Posts  and  Tele- 
graphs for  reproduction  hy  letter-press  or  recess  printing  in  i or  2 colors.  They  were 
rejected  by  the  Governor  General  because  the  issue  departed  altogether  from  and 
did  away  with  the  original  Camel  design. 

Swaziland,  1933  issue.  Progressive  proofs  of  the  black  duty  die,  approved  on  August  19, 
1932,  subject  to  removal  of  stop  after  “Swaziland”,  and  the  approved  color  proofs. 

Transvaal.  Four  essays  submitted  on  November  28,  1900,  in  response  to  an  enquiry  for 
designs  portraying  the  Queen’s  head  and  embodying  “Postage  and  Revenue”.  Owing 
to  the  death  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  the  matter  was  dropped. 

Zanzibar,  1896.  Sketch  submitted  to  the  company  on  October  i,  1895,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
E.  C.  Remington,  Director  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  and  adopted  for  the  first  definite 
issue. 

P ortugal.  Essay  and  original  design  for  the  25  centavos  1928  independence  issue. 

Tristan  Da  Cunha.  Preliminary  designs  for  the  frames  of  the  3d  and  2p2d  values,  issued 
with  the  head  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  substituted  as  shown. 

Windward  Isles.  Appendix  submitted  of  14  specimens  with  duties  drawn  by  hand  from 
p2d  to  £i  from  the  universal  key  die  at  the  request  of  the  Crown  Agents.  This  sepa- 
rate issue  for  these  islands  was  never  adopted. 

Two  showcases  showed  all  the  stages  in  the  manufacture  both  of  letterpress  and 

intaglio  stamps  from  the  original  design  to  the  perforated  sheet. 


FIPEX  letematioeal  Salon  Highlights 


Of  Special  Interest  to  E,  P,  Members 

The  following  was  taken  from  reports  in  Stamps  Jilagazine  made  by  member  Harry 
L.  Lindquist  who  was  in  charge  of  the  salon,  and  by  personal  observations. — The  Editor. 

The  International  Salon  at  first  seemed  like  just  another  room,  perhaps  a little  on 
the  stark  side,  until  one  actually  entered  it  and  took  the  time  to  look  at  some  of  the  mag- 
nificent displays  sent  by  so  many  governments  because  of  the  special  invitation  of  our 
Department  of  State  and  our  Post  Office  Department.  Essay-Proof  members  were  with- 
out doubt  more  than  interested  in  the  following: 

Australia:  An  exhibit  illustrating  the  development  of  the  design  used  for  the  coaching  era 
stamps  issued  July  6,  1955.  This  included  Sir  Lionel  Lindsay’s  etching  of  Cobb  and 
Co.,  a design  based  on  the  etching  prepared  at  the  Note  Printing  Branch,  a further 
design,  two  photographs  indicating  further  development  and  the  final  design  with  five 
die-proofs  in  color,  plus  three  further  color  proofs,  and  die-proofs  of  the  issued  stamps. 

Austria:  A review  of  the  stamp  production  of  the  Austrian  Postal  and  Telegraph  Adminis- 
tration from  the  period  of  the  Second  Republic.  Much  of  this  was  never  previously 
shown.  It  included  impressions,  ink  trials  and  proof  impressions. 

Canada:  Through  the  courtesy  of  L.  G.  Mills,  director  of  the  Financial  Services,  Post 
Office  Department,  Ottawa,  Canada,  we  are  able  to  give  herewith  the  exact  details 
of  the  display  of  art  work,  die-proofs,  and  press-proofs,  related  to  the  development  of 
three  Canadian  postage  stamp  issues. 

I'he  design  of  the  loc  1955  regular  issue  illustrates  an  Eskimo  seated  in  a kayak 
silhouetted  against  a large  iceberg  in  the  background.  "Ehe  postage  stamp  is  brown  in  color 
and  was  designed  by  Harold  Beament,  Montreal.  I'he  Eskimo  and  his  kayak  represent 
the  life  of  Canada’s  most  northern  citizens;  possibly  they  are  also  Canada’s  oldest  citizens 
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thoufjh  they  have  been  among  the  least  known.  This  stamp  is  a tribute  to  the  remarkable 
people  of  our  last  frontier.  T he  exhibit  consisted  of  the  original  design  and  a sketch  of 
the  head  detail  by  the  artist,  two  photographic  models,  a die-proof  and  a press-proof  of 
the  engraved  stamp  and  specimens  of  the  printed  stamps. 

The  5c  1955  Boy  Scout  issue  illustrates  the  International  Boy  Scout  Emblem  in  gold 
color  centered  between  two  globes  showing  the  world’s  continents  in  green.  I'his  stamp 
was  designed  by  Laurence  Hyde  of  Ottawa.  The  stamp  was  issued  as  a tribute  to  the 
International  Boy  Scout  Movement  which  is  making  a splendid  contribution  to  world 
understanding.  The  8th  World  Boy  Scout  [amboree  was  held  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Onta  rio,  in  August,  1955-  The  exhibit  consisted  of  the  original  design  and  models,  seven 
progress  and  approved  die-proofs,  a press-proof  of  the  green  colored  globes  and  lettering 
and  a press-proof  of  the  engraved  green  element  together  with  the  gold  emblem,  as  well  as 
specimens  of  the  finished  postage  stamp. 

The  3c  Moose  stamp  illustrates  the  head  of  a moose  in  brown  color  and  was  designed 
by  Emanuel  Hahn,  R.  C.  A.,  of  Toronto.  This  stamp  is  one  of  a series  of  which  examples 
are  issued  each  year  in  support  of  Canada’s  National  Wildlife  Week  with  the  intent  that 
they  emphasize  to  all  the  importance  of  securing  and  restoring  the  wildlife  resources  of 
The  C 0 untry 

Chile:  Sixteen  pages  of  die-proofs  of  stamps  and  engravings. 

Finland:  Designs,  proofs,  drawings,  photographs  and  stamps  of  several  issues. 

G ermany : (Federal  Republic  of)  Eighteen  broadsides  showing  proofs  of  the  issues  of  the 
German  Reichspost  for  the  years  1875,  1880,  1889  and  1900. 

Great  Britain:  Original  steel  dies  of  the  Penny  Black  and  2-Penny  Blue  of  1840;  one 
pound  and  five  pound  issues  showing  designs  used  for  the  highest  value.  (The  De  La 
Rue  exhibit  is  discussed  in  detail  elsewhere.) 

Haiti:  Proofs  and  other  material  connected  with  the  latest  issues. 

Iran:  Rare  and  unique  items  on  special  pages  which  were  the  work  of  the  famed  Iranian 
miniaturists  such  as  Behzad. 

Japan:  One  of  the  most  interesting  exhibits  was  from  Japan  which  had  eight  frames  includ- 
ing photographs  showing  steps  in  the  production  of  the  Utamaro  stamp,  featuring  a 
w'ood  cut  by  Utamaro  of  a girl  blowing  a glass  toy.  This  is  an  example  of  the 
peculiarly  delightful  art  which  so  often  stems  from  Japan.  Original  design  and  trial 
colors  of  the  stamp,  designed  by  Masaru  Kimura,  and  steps  separating  the  colors, 
with  prints  from  each  successive  stage  of  the  four-color  printing,  were  featured.  In 
addition  other  four-color  stamps  produced  by  a newly-installed  Goebel  four-color 
photogravure  press  were  displayed  in  blocks  of  four.  Die-proofs  of  various  special 
issues,  prepared  for  record  purposes,  and  other  designs  and  trial  color  proofs  were 
featured.  Autographed  photographs  of  the  following  designers  and  engravers  were 
included:  Masaru  Kimura,  Yutaka  Yoshida,  Minoru  Hisuno,  Saburo  Watanabe, 
Takao  Yamanouchi  and  Ren  Tsunashima,  designers  and  Masao  Matsuura  and  F'umio 
Watabe,  engravers. 

Liechtenstein : Original  drawings  of  designs. 

M onaco:  Essays,  proofs  and  other  material  of  the  FIPEX  and  Royal  Wedding  set. 

Hew  Zealand:  Photographs,  drawings,  die-proofs  and  plate-proofs  of  the  Canterbury 
Centennial  set. 

Nicaragua : A collection  of  essays,  proofs  and  specimen  stamps  1882-1900. 

Nigeria:  Tw'elve  current  issues  which  w^ere  designed  by  M.  Fievet,  a French  artist,  and 
engraved  and  recess  printed  by  Waterloo  & Sons,  Ltd. 

Norway:  Essays,  proofs  and  other  items  from  the  government  archives. 

Peru:  V^arious  stages  of  air  mail  stamps. 

Sweden:  Designs,  proofs,  dies  and  color  proofs  in  addition  to  other  Interesting  material. 
Switzerland : An  exhibition  of  the  P.  T.  T'.  and  of  Courvoisier,  Inc.,  included  many  essays 
and  designs  of  Swiss  stamps. 
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Ludwig  Hesshaimer  Passes 


Painter,  Etclier  and  Designer  of  Stamps 

By  Donald  B,  Johnstone,  Ph.D. 


An  Etching:  by  Ludwig  Hesshainier,  1924. 

Printed  by  Albert  Kiirzl,  Munich.  (Actual  Size.) 

For  those  of  us  who  have  been  interested  in  the  U.  S.  Eagle  Carrier  stamp  of  i85i>  the 
name  of  Ludwig  Hesshaimer  has  been  familiar  as  the  artist  who  created  the  now-familiar 
enlarged  etching  of  this  beautiful  stamp.  It  is  die  sunk  on  thin  watermarked  card,  and 
control  numbers  on  the  reverse  indicate  that  several  hundred  prints  were  made.  The 
etching  is  signed  and  dated  1924  by  Hesshaimer  and  printed  in  blue  by  Albert  Kurzl  in 
Munich.  Near  the  bottom  of  the  card,  deckle-edged  and  measuring  approximately  4^2  x 
5^  inches,  is  printed  a four-line  description,  in  German.  There  were  apparently  several 
other  stamps  prepared  in  this  manner,  but  the  reason  for  including  the  Eagle  Carrier  has 
not  been  determined. 

Through  the  publication  Der  Sammler  Dienst  dated  February  1956,  "we  have  w^ord 
of  the  death  of  Colonel  Ludwig  Hesshaimer,  at  the  age  of  84,  in  Brazil.  He  had  been 
spending  the  last  years  of  his  life  there,  with  his  daughter.  From  this  death  notice,  and 
through  additional  correspondence,  this  writer  has  gleaned  certain  facts  about  this  man  that 
•should  be  of  Interest  to  philatelists.  Hesshaimer  w'as  well  known  as  an  artist  of  painting 
and  etching  until  blindness  prevented  his  activity  late  in  life.  It  was  not  long  ago  that 
he  was  a celebrated  figure  at  an  exhibition  of  his  work  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Among  his 
masterpieces  may  be  included  many  stamp  designs.  Particularly  noteworthy  is  the 
Austrian  WIPA  issue  of  1933  and  air  mail  stamps  of  Liechtenstein,  Iceland,  and  Colombia. 
In  addition,  he  created  festival  post  cards  and  seals  for  various  occasions.  He  was  also  a 
philatelist  with  an  extensive  collection.  This  he  donated  to  the  Society  of  Austrian  Philat- 
■elists.  He  had  been  president  of  that  organization  for  many  years.  In  the  words  of  his 
D er  Sammler  Dienst  death  notice,  ‘‘So  hat  die  If  elt  mit  Oherst  Hesshaimer,  der  im 
Patriarchenalter  von  84  Jahren  von  uns  ging,  einen  K mistier,  die  Philatelie  einen  treuen 
Freund  verloren.” 
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History  of  the  Vignette  on  the 
1851  Eagle  Carrier  Stamp 


13y  Julian  Blanchard,  Ph.D. 


Eagle  Carrier  Stamp,  1851. 

By  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co. 


In  an  article  by  C.  D.  McFadden  entitled  “Stock  Dies  of  Bank  Note  Companies  Used 
in  the  Production  of  U.  S.  Postage  Stamps  and  Bank  Notes”,  published  in  the  Essay- 
Proof  Journal,  Vol.  i.  No.  2,  April  1944,  it  is  stated  that  the  vignette  used  on  the  1851 
ic  Eagle  Carrier  stamp  is  one  that  is  found  on  obsolete  bank  notes.  It  is  said  that 
“Uses  of  the  eagle  vignette  as  a stock  die  are  comparatively  common,  but  all  that  have 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer  have  been  dated  after  1851.”  He  lists  several  notes 
and  other  documents  showing  this  eagle,  and  bearing  the  imprint  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  ^ 
Co.,  or  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  Co.,  or  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  which 
inherited  the  dies  of  the  former  in  the  consolidation  of  1858.  It  was  the  firm  of  Toppan, 
Carpenter,  Casilear  ^ Co.  that  produced  the  Carrier  stamp. 


In  attempting  to  throw  some  light  on  the  question  of  which  could  be  assigned  priority, 
the  use  of  the  eagle  on  bank  notes,  or  on  the  stamp,  the  author  told  the  following  story, 
which  has  some  points  of  interest  aside  from  the  mere  date  of  the  eagle  vignette.  We 
quote : 

“An  interesting  side-light  on  this  Eagle  Carrier  stamp  is  found  in  the  correspondence  between  Toppan, 
Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.  and  the  Post  Office  Department  as  published  in  the  Steinmetz  Miscellany  in 
1913.  On  October  lo,  1831,  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  sent  to  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear 
& Co.  a design  by  J.  C.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  of  the  Philadelphia  post  office,  of  a new  carrier  stamp,  show- 
ing an  eagle  for  the  central  design.  October  21,  1851,  N.  K.  Hall,  Postmaster  General,  ordered  ten 
thousand  new  carrier  stamps  of  General  Montgomery’s  design.  The  Scott  catalogue  gives  the  date  of  issue 
as  November  17,  1851,  and  this  date  was  also  given  as  the  date  of  issue  by  the  Post  Office  Department 
in  1869.  So,  from  the  facts  it  would  seem  that,  in  38  days,  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.  engraved 
a die,  made  a 200  subject  plate,  printed  and  gummed  ten  thousand  stamps  and  delivered  them  to  the  Post 
Office  Department  so  that  they  would  be  available  to  the  public  by  November  17,  1831!  Nine  years  later 
the  company  states  that  to  engrave  an  original  design  and  finish  a plate  would  require  from  ten  to  twelve 
weeks,  while  using  a stock  die  for  the  central  design,  a plate  could  be  finished  in  a fourth  of  the  time.  It 
would  appear  from  the  short  time  involved  in  the  production  of  the  new  eagle  Carrier  stamp,  that  at  least 
the  central  vignette  of  the  eagle  design  submitted  by  General  Montgomery  was  one  which  Toppan,  Car- 
penter, Casilear  & Co.  had  already  engraved  as  a stock  die.  Could  it  be  that  the  good  Cwneral  had  taken 
his  design  from  a bank  note?” 

It  can  now  be  said  with  certainty  that  the  author  was  entirely  correct  in  his  {^uess 
that  the  stamp  eagle  was  one  that  had  been  previously  used  on  bank  notes.  In  confirma- 
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Bank  Note  Proof  showing  Eagle  of  Carrier  Stamp  with  engraved  date  January  2, 
1843.  Imprint  of  Draper,  Toppan  & Co.  ( 1840-1845 ). 


tion,  the  present  writer  illustrates  here  a proof  note  from  his  collection  showing 
this  eagle,  with  the  engraved  date  January  2,  1843  (the  earliest  known),  and  bearing 
the  imprint  of  Draper,  Toppan  iff  Co.  (1840-1845).  This  firm  was  a predecessor  of 
Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.  (1850-1856). 

Notes  with  this  eagle  die  dated  before  1851  are  indeed  uncommon,  as  McFadden 
indicated.  However,  after  long  search  we  have  found  a few  other  such  cases,  viz., 
(i)  a certificate  of  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Portsmouth,  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Ohio, 
pen  dated  April  27,  1847,  with  the  imprint  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  ^ Co.,  Cincinnati  (1845- 
1850,  1856-1859);  (2)  a cashier’s  check  (a  proof)  of  the  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky 
with  the  partial  engraved  date  184-,  and  having  the  imprint  of  Draper,  Toppan  ^ Co., 
Philadelphia ; and  (3)  in  Muscalus’s  “Paper  Money  in  Sheets’’,  1949,  page  30,  an  illus- 
tration of  a sheet  of  four  notes,  $1,  $1,  $2,  $3,  of  the  Eastern  Bank  of  Bangor,  Maine, 
each  note  showing  the  eagle  and  the  engraved  date  October  i,  1846,  with  the  imprint  of 
Toppan,  Carpenter  ^ Co.,  Philadelphia  New  York. 

Who  engraved  the  bank  note  eagle  that  was  subsequently  used  for  the  1851  Carrier 
stamp  we  do  not  know.  In  Altmann’s  “Tentative  List  of  U.  S.  Stamp  Designers  & En- 
gravers’’ (see  the  Essay-Proof  Journal,  Vol.  7,  Whole  No.  27,  July  1950,  page  134),  the 
spaces  for  the  designer,  vignette  engraver  and  frame  engraver  for  this  stamp  are  left 
blank,  the  letter  engraver  being  given  as  Henry  Earle.  In  view  of  the  story  that  Mc- 
Fadden relates  about  General  J.  C.  Montgomery,  it  would  seem  that  this  gentleman 
might  be  credited  as  the  designer,  or  at  least  as  the  author  of  the  original  idea. 


O tiler  Uses  of  tlie  Eagle  Vignette 

Following  the  Civil  War,  when  a new  system  of  United  States  paper  money  had  been 
■established,  and  the  old  time  bank  note  dies  had  been  released  for  miscellaneous  purposes, 
w'e  find  this  little  eagle  had  become  a rather  popular  vignette.  It  appeared  on  various 
stock  certificates,  bonds,  coupons,  checks  and  pieces  of  an  advertising  nature.  When  used 
on  bank  notes  it  was  generally  to  separate  the  signatures  of  the  cashier  and  the  president 
at  the  bottom  of  the  note,  as  was  the  purpose  of  a great  many  similar  small  subjects 
engraved  by  the  bank  note  companies. 

In  addition  to  its  use  on  the  1851  Carrier  stamp,  the  same  eagle  is  found  on  several 
other  stamps — carrier,  local,  private  proprietary,  and  Sanitary  Fair.  In  some  cases  the 
original  engraving  was  more  or  less  modified,  especially  when  lithographed.  The  uses  are 
as  follows:  (i)  1845,  Frazer  k Co.  City  Despatch  Post,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  (local),  Scott’s 
'I'ype  Li 46;  a crude  lithograph,  engraver  not  known;  (2)  1857,  Wharton’s  LI.  S.  P.  O. 
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liaiik  Note  with  Large  Eagle  from  wliioh  Stamp  Eagle  was  probably  copied. 
Earliest  known  date  Dec.  7,  1841.  By  Draper,  Toppan  & Co. 


Despatch,  Louisville,  Ky.  (carrier),  Scott’s  "Lype  C21  ; lithographed  by  Robyn  ^ Lo./ 
(3)  Brown  & McGill’s  U.  S.  P.  O.  Despatch,  Louisville  (carrier),  Scott’s  Type 

C22 ; lithographed  by  Hart  ^ Maypother;  (4)  1864,  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Fair,  New 
York,  Scott’s  Type  F,  engraved,  attributed  to  Jobn  E.  Gavit,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  though  there 
is  some  reason  for  believing  that  this  may  be  an  error;  also  the  following  private  pro- 
prietary stamps,  under  the  Revenue  Act  of  1862:  (5)  American  Match  Co.,  Scott’s  No. 
ROi2;  (6)  B.  A.  Fahnestock,  RS84 ; (7)  Flolloway’s  Pills  and  (Ointment,  RS124,  RS125; 
and  (8)  J.  E.  Schwartz  Sc  Co.,  RS215;  all  engraved  and  produced  by  Butler  o Carpenter , 
Philadelphia. 

Tlie  Small  Eagle  Copied  from  a Larger  One 

Another  interesting  point  about  this  little  eagle  is  that  it  appears  to  have  been  copied 
from  a much  larger  bank  note  vignette,  several  versions  of  which  have  been  found.  I'he 
earliest  known  is  on  a $5  note  of  the  Exchange  Bank,  New  Brunswick,  (ia.,  pen  dated 
December  7,  1841,  with  the  imprint  of  Draper,  Toppan  ^ Co.,  N eiv  York  lA  Philadelphia, 
the  firm  that  originated  the  small  eagle.  Another,  with  practically  the  same  large  eagle 
but  a different  background  and  some  differences  in  the  tree  branch,  is  a $2  note  of  the 
Bank  of  Augusta,  Gia.,  undated,  by  the  same  company.  A third  version,  with  still  a 
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A third  and  later  version  of  Large  Eagle,  by  Danforth  & Hnfty  (1847-1849). 


different  background  and  distinct  differences  in  the  eagle  and  the  tree  branch,  though 
following  the  same  general  pattern,  is  seen  on  a certificate  of  deposit  of  the  Mohawk 
Valley  Bank,  Mohawk,  N.  Y.,  pen  dated  Aug.  7,  1854,  with  the  imprint  of  Danforth 
Hufty,  New  York  ^ Philadelphia  (1847-1849).  This  same  version  is  also  found  on  a 
$i  note  of  the  Mechanics  Bank,  Augusta,  Ga.,  pen  dated  Nov.  i,  1858,  and  carrying  the 
two  imprints,  Danforth,  Spencer  ^ Hufty,  New  York,  and  Spencer,  Hufty  Danforth, 
Philadelphia  (both  organized  in  1844).  All  the  firms  above  mentioned  were  more  or  less 
related  through  the  shifting  of  partners,  and  it  was  probably  not  at  all  out  of  the  way  for 
an  engraver  to  copy  or  modify  a vignette  done  by  another  in  the  “family.” 


Coimterfeits  of  tlie  Large  Eagle 

But  there  was  also  some  copying  of  another  nature,  we  have  found — counterfeits! 
Two  have  been  seen,  differing  only  slightly  from  each  other  and  both  following  the  Draper, 
T oppan  ^ Co.  version  on  the  Bank  of  Augusta  note,  with  the  railroad  train  in  the  left 
background.  One  is  on  an  uncompleted  $100  note,  the  bank’s  name  not  yet  printed  (techni- 
cally an  essay),  the  state  being  Rhode  Island.  The  eagle  vignette  is  fairly  good,  though 
a bit  weak  in  some  respects,  but  the  small  lettering  in  the  imprint  of  Rawdon,  Jf^right, 
Hatch  ^ Edson,  Boston  has  the  tell-tale  imperfections  of  the  inexpert  counterfeiter.  The 
second  counterfeit,  a considerably  better  one,  is  on  a handsome  $3  note  of  the  Merchants’ 
Bank  of  Jackson  County,  Brooklyn,  Michigan,  with  the  imprint  of  Rawdon,  Jf  right  if 
Hatch,  New-Y ork.  One  of  two  copies  seen  is  fully  signed  and  pen  dated  April  i,  1862, 
though  not  numbered,  the  other  having  only  one  signature,  both  being  suspect.  Two  other 
ornate  vignettes  on  this  note,  when  compared  with  genuine  proofs,  appear  not  to  be  copied 
by  re-engraving  but  rather  by  photography.  The  small  lettering  is  also  much  better  than 
the  average  counterfeit.  This  note  is  so  well  executed  that  some  might  dispute  its  being 
a counterfeit,  but  nevertheless  we  do  not  believe  that  the  Rawdon  firms  would  attempt  to 
copy  another  firm’s  vignettes  in  the  way  this  is  done.  When  one  studies  our  obsolete 
paper  money  seriously,  it  is  really  surprising  to  find  how  much  counterfeiting  there  was, 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent! 


Referring  again  to  the  certificate  of  deposit  of  the  Mohawk  \ alley  Bank  mentioned 
above,  and  to  our  illustration  thereof,  it  is  rather  interesting  to  note  the  distinctive  signa- 
ture of  F.  E.  Spinner  as  Cashier.  He  later  became  president  of  this  bank,  and  under 
Ivincoln  and  successor  administrations  was  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  As  such,  his 
famous  autograph  on  our  paper  money  became  the  most  familiar  signature  in  the  whole 
country. 
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Fremoiit  for  the  Philatelist 


Tlie  Centeimial  of  Joliii  Cliarles  Fremont’s 
Campaign  for  the  Presidency 


By  Phillip  Rochlin,  E.  P.  S.  744 

Porti  OHS  of  this  article  appeared  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Southern  California 
Quarterly  35,  325-334  (Decernb  ('f'  1953)-  abbreviated  version , in  different  form,  was 

published  in  Stamps  80,  122-124  (July  26,  1952). 


Nineteen  fifty-six  marks  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  John  Charles  Fremont’s 
campaign  for  the  Presidency.  Nominated  June  19,  1856  at  Philadelphia,  Fremont  was  the 
first  Presidential  candidate  of  the  newly-formed  Republican  Party.  His  running  mate  w’as 
William  L.  Dayton,  hut  so  frequently  did  Fremont  and  his  wife  Jessie  appear  together 
before  the  public,  that  she,  rather  than  Dayton,  seemed  at  times  to  he  the  actual  vice- 
presidential  candidate.  Campaign  songs  were  written  about  them  and  some  of  the  cam- 
paign envelopes  of  the  period  (see  Fig.  2)  pictured  them  together. (^)  The  race  was  a 
three-cornered  one,  with  James  Buchanan  and  John  C.  Breckinridge  in  the  camp  for  the 
Democrats,  and  former  president  Millard  Fillmore  and  Andrew  J.  Donelson,  the  candi- 
dates of  the  Whigs  and  the  pro-slavery  Native  American  Party  (or  “Know-Nothings”). 
Fremont  incidentally  was  also  supported  by  the  rt'«^i-slavery  “Know-Nothings”. 

Buchanan  won  the  presidency  with  174  electoral  votes  (19  states)  to  Fremont’s  114 
(ii  states),  with  Fillmore’s  8 (i  state — -Maryland),  a poor  third.  Fillmore’s  defeat 
destroyed  the  Whigs,  but  the  Republicans  continued  to  grow'  and  four  years  later  in  i860 
they  w'on  the  presidency  wfith  Abraham  Lincoln. (-) 

Fremont’s  race  produced  a number  of  campaign  envelopes,  and  alone,  or  with  Jessie, 
he  also  appeared  (see  Fig.  2)  on  a number  of  Civil  War  Patriotics.  No  attempt  is  made 
here  to  differentiate  betw'een  the  twm  types. (^^) 

Philatelists  chief  interest  in  Fremont  stems  from  his  appearance  on  the  5c  Trans- 
Mississippi  “Omaha”  stamp  of  1898,  which  depicts  the  Pathmarker  on  top  of  Fremont 
Peak. 


From  the  author’s  collection 


Fis.  1. 

Essay  of  the  5c  Fremont  stainj)  design. 


(l)See  also  No.  SSS  Catalog  of  The  George  Jf'alcott  Collection  of  Used  Civil  ff’ar  Patriotic 

Covers.  Compiled  by  Robert  Laurence.  1934.  Nos.  529  to  535  list  the  Fremont  covers  in  the  collection. 
Others  are  known  to  exist. 

(la,). Most  of  the  covers  bear  only  a portrait  of  Fremont,  with  no  legend  to  fix  the  date  of  printing. 
Others  contain  (juotations,  slogans,  etc.  Usage  before  the  War,  of  course,  would  definitely  fix  a cover  as 
of  campaign  origin. 
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FrcmoiiTs  Life 

John  Charles  Fremont  was  only  twenty-nine  years  of  age  when  he  received  his  first 
opportunity  to  lead  an  official  exploring  expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  was  during 
this  expedition  that  he  was  privileged  to  become  the  first  man  to  scale  the  peak  which 
now  bears  his  name. 

His  first  real  experience  as  an  explorer  was  gained  in  1838-39  when,  as  a second 
lieutenant  in  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  he  accompanied  the  French  scientist, 
Jean  Nicholas  Nicollet,  on  an  expedition  which  explored  the  plateau  between  the  upper 
Alississippi  and  Missouri  rivers.  On  October  19,  1841,  he  married  Jessie  Benton,  the 
seventeen  year  old  daughter  of  United  States  Senator  Thomas  Hart  Benton.  (Fremont, 
who  had  been  born  January  21,  1813,  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  was  then  twenty-eight.) 

Senator  Benton  was  a staunch  advocate  of  Western  expansion  and  a leader  in  the 
■“movement  to  settle  the  Oregon  question  by  emigration.” (^)  When  an  expedition  was 
authorized  to  map  the  Oregon  Trail,  Fremont,  at  Benton’s  behest,  was  chosen  as  its 
leader.  This  choice  of  the  young  lieutenant  should  not  be  considered  solely  as  a political 
appointment,  as  Fremont  was  warmly  recommended  by  the  ailing  Nicollet  and  was  con- 
sidered to  be  the  old  man’s  able  and  legitimate  successor. (^) 

Fremont’s  orders  were  to  “explore  and  report  upon  the  country  between  the  frontiers 
of  Missouri  and  the  South  Pass  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  on  the  line  of  the  Kansas 
and  Great  Platte  Rivers.” (•^)  Leaving  Washington  May  2,  1842,  he  arrived  in  St.  Louis, 
by  way  of  New  York,  on  the  22nd.  In  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis  he  collected  twenty- 
one  men,  “principally  Creole  and  Canadian  voyageurs , who  had  become  familiar  with 
prairie  life  in  the  service  of  the  fur  companies  in  the  Indian  country.”  In  addition  to 
several  others,  the  expedition  included  as  guide,  Christopher  Carson,  “more  familiarly 
known  for  his  exploits  in  the  mountains  as  Kit  Carson.” 

The  final  arrangements  for  the  expedition  were  completed  at  Cyprian  Chouteau’s 
trading  house  several  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  River.  After  a short  delay 
due  to  bad  weather,  the  expedition  “sat  [sic]  out  on  the  morning  of  the  lOth  [June], 
which  happened  to  be  Friday,  a circumstance  which  our  men  did  not  fail  to  remember 
and  recall  during  the  hardships  and  vexations  of  the  ensuing  journey.” 

Fremont  first  proceeded  up  the  Kansas  River  Valley  and  then  crossed  to  the  Platte, 
which  he  followed  into  the  foothills  of  the  Rockies.  Struggling  up  the  valley  of  the 
Sweetwater,  the  party  reached  the  principal  objective  of  its  march,  the  South  Pass. 
Crossing  the  Continental  Divide,  they  continued  their  march  to  the  headwaters  of  the 
Green  River,  which  flows  into  the  Colorado.  This  reached,  Fremont  set  out  to  explore 
the  Wind  River  chain,  the  highest  group  of  mountains  in  Wyoming. (^*) 


(2)  Four  years  after  that,  on  Alay  31,  1864,  Fremont  was  nominated  for  President  by  a group  of 
anti-Lincoln  “Radicals,  Germans,  and  War  Democrats.”  He  withdrew  from  the  race  in  September,  not 
“because  he  approved  of  Lincoln’s  policies,  but  because  General  AlcClellan  [the  Democratic  candidate] 
had  declared,  in  effect,  for  restoration  of  the  Union  with  slavery,  and  the  Democrats  must  hence  at  all 
costs  be  defeated.  Between  the  two  sides,  no  man  of  liberal  convictions  could  hesitate:  but  he  thought 
that  the  Chief  Executive  was  simply  the  lesser  of  two  evils.” — Allan  Nevins,  Fremotit,  the  TFest’s 
Greatest  Adventurer  . . . (New  York  and  London:  Harper  k Brothers,  1928)  2 vols.  1 1,  643-667. 

(•5) John  Charles  Fremont,  Memoirs  of  My  Life.  . . . (Chicago  and  New  York:  Belford,  Clark  I'k 
Co.,  1886)  r,  69-72:  606.  (Only  one  volume  published.)  (There  is  a full  page  illustration  of  the 
flag  in  color,  facing  p.  132,  captioned:  FREMONl’S  ROCKY-MOUNTAIN  FLAfi./ Raised  on  highest 
Peak  of  Wind-River  Chain/ August,  13th  1842.  Another  illustration,  facing  p.  130,  is  captioned:  CENTRAL 
CHAIN  OF  WIND  RIVER  MOUNTAINS. — FREMONT  PEAK,  (no  accent).  The  flag  illustration 
has  been  copied  in  Catherine  Coffin  Phillips,  Jessie  Benton  Fremont  . 

Henry  Nash,  F933)  p.  67.  See  also:  [Thomas  Hart  Benton],  Thirty 
'Thirty  Years  (New  York:  D.  Appleton  and  Co.,  1834-36)  2 vols.  II, 

(4)  Nevins,  op.  eit.,  I,  89!?.  See  also:  Phillips,  op.  cit.,  pp.  6ofF. 

{^>)A  Report  on  .In  Exploration  Of  The  Country  lying  het’zeeen  The  Missouri  River  .Ind  The  Rocky 
Mountains,  on  the  line  of  The  Kansas  And  Great  Platte  Rivers,  By  Lieut.  J.  C.  Fremont,  of  the  Corps  of 
'Fopographical  Engineers.  (Washington:  Printed  by  Order  of  the  Ihiited  States’  Senate.)  -J-.L  yJ.L 

1843.  I Except  as  otherwise  noted,  the  description  of  the  expedition  and  the  (luotations  are  from  this  edition.] 
(15)  Nevins,  op.  cit.,  I,  iiiff. 


(San  Francisco:  Printed  by  John 
Years’  riezv  . . . By  A Senator  of 
Chapters  i 12- 113. 
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On  Monday,  August  15,  Fremont,  Charles  Preuss  (his  topographical  assistant),  and 
four  other  men  set  out  to  climb  what  they  believed  to  be  the  highest  peak  in  the  Rockies. 

“We  soon  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  ourselves  riding  along  the  huge  wall  which 
forms  the  central  summits  of  the  chain.  There  at  last  it  rose  by  our  sides,  a nearly  per- 
pendicular wall  of  granite,  terminating  2,000  to  3,000  feet  above  our  heads  in  a serrated 
line  of  broken,  jagged  cones.  We  rode  on  until  we  came  almost  Immediately  below  the 
main  peak,  which  I denominated  the  Snow  Peak,  as  it  exhibited  more  snow  to  the  eye  than 
any  of  the  neighboring  summits  ...” 

At  what  Fremont  believed  to  be  the  best  point,  they  began  climbing,  and  in  a short 
time  reached  the  crest. 

“I  sprang  upon  the  summit,  and  another  step  would  have  precipitated  me  into  an  im- 
mense snow’  field  five  hundred  feet  below  ...  I stood  on  a narrow  crest,  about  three 
feet  in  width,  with  an  inclination  of  about  20°N.  5i°E.  As  soon  as  I had  gratified 
the  first  feelings  of  curiosity  I descended,  and  each  man  ascended  in  his  turn,  for  I 
would  only  allow  one  at  a time  to  mount  the  unstable  and  precarious  slab,  which  it 
seemed  a breath  would  hurl  into  the  abyss  below.  We  mounted  the  barometer  in  the 
snow’  of  the  summit,  and  fixing  a ramrod  in  a crevice,  unfurled  the  national  flag  to 
wave  in  the  breeze  where  never  flag  luaved  before [Italics  mine.] 

During  the  ascent  they  had  met  no  sign  of  animal  life  except  a small  sparrow-like 
bird,  but  while  they  were  sitting  on  the  rock 

“a  solitary  bee  (bromus,  the  humble  bee)  came  winging  his  flight  from  the  eastern 
valley,  and  lit  on  the  knee  of  one  of  the  men  . . . The  barometer  stood  at  18.293,  the 
attached  thermometer  at  44°,  giving  for  the  elevation  of  this  summit  13,570  feet  above 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ...  It  is  presumed  that  this  is  the  highest  peak  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  . . . We  had  accomplished  an  object  of  laudable  ambition,  and  beyond  the 
strict  order  of  our  instructions.  We  had  climbed  the  loftiest  peak  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, and  looked  down  upon  the  snow  a thousand  feet  below,  and  standing  where 
never  human  foot  had  stood  before,  felt  the  exultation  of  first  explorers  . . . 

The  next  day  they  began  their  journey  homeward  and  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  October 
17th,  w’here  the  expedition  w’as  disbanded,  Fremont  returning  to  Washington  by  the  29th. 
On  November  13th,  his  wife  Jessie  gave  hirth  to  their  first  child,  a daughter,  who  was 
named  Elizabeth  Benton  Fremont.  To  alleviate  her  disappointment  in  not  bearing  him  a 
son,  Fremont  showed  Jessie  some  of  his  trophies.  “Spreading  over  her  bed  a ragged, 
wind-whipped  flag,  he  told  her  proudly:  ‘This  flag  w’as  raised  over  the  highest  peak  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains;  I have  brought  it  to  you.’”(^) 

Fremont’s  report  to  the  Chief  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers  was  written 
by  his  wife  from  his  dictated  notes  and  lOOO  copies  were  printed  in  1843  “by  Order  of  the 
United  States’  Senate.” (''’)  After  his  return  from  the  second  expedition,  the  reports  for 
both  expeditions  were  printed  together  and  issued  in  1845. (^) 

Fremont’s  Notice  to  the  Reader,  which  appears  in  both  the  Senate  and  House  editions, 
refers  for  the  first  time  to  the  peak  as  Fremont’ s Peak.  The  1845  map,  which  includes 
the  routes  of  both  expeditions  also  points  out  Fremont’s  Peak;  the  map  which  appeared  in 
1843  with  the  first  report  alone,  did  not  mention  the  peak  at  all,  referring  only  to  FrG 
mont’s  position  on  the  date  75  Aug.  (Fremont,  it  may  be  recalled,  had  named  it  Snow 
Peak  in  his  report.) 

The  20,000  copies  printed  officially  in  1845  did  not  satisfy  the  public  demand  and  the 
texts  were  published  commercially,  editions  appearing  as  late  as  1856,  and  including  after 

(~)Ibid.  p.  125.  See  also:  Phillips,  op.  cit.,  pp.  66-68;  Alice  Eyre,  The  Famous  Fremonts  and  Their 
Ameriea  ([Santa  Ana,  California]:  The  F’ine  Arts  Press,  1948)  p.  88. 

{^)  Report  of  The  Exploring  Expedition  to  The  Rocky  Mountains  in  the  year  1S42,  and  to  Oregon 
and  North  California  in  the  years  By  Brevet  Captain  J.  C.  Fremont.  . . . Printed  by  Order  of 

the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  (Washington:  Gales  and  Seaton,  184s)  2^-2,  S.  doc.  174.  Also:  I’rinted 
by  Order  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  (Washington:  Blair  And  Rives,  184s)  2S-2,  II.  doe.  166. 
(The  Senate  and  House  each  ordered  10,000  copies  of  the  reports  to  be  printed  together.] 
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1849,  “a  description  of  the  Physical  Geography  of  California,  with  recent  notices  of  The 
Cjold  Region  from  the  latest  and  most  authentic  sources.” (^) 

The  earliest  representation  of  Fremont  on  the  mountain  peak  seems  to  have  appeared 
in  1849  ) and  shows  the  peak  to  be  much  lower  and  more  rounded  than  it  does  in 

those  which  appeared  later.  (Only  four  of  the  five  men  who  were  with  Fremont  are 
depicted,  three  of  them  being  showm  with  the  “humble  bee.”)  All  the  other  drawings 
(except  one  which  appeared  in  1877)  were  printed  in  campaign  biographies  and  on  at  least 
one  envelope  w’hich  was  of  either  campaign  or  Civil  War  vintage. (^-)  (Fig.  2) 


Fig.  2. 


(!*)  Brevet  Col.  J.  C.  Fremont,  Oregon  and  California:  The  Exploring  Expedition  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  Oregon  and  California.  . . (Buffalo:  Geo.  H.  Derby  & Co.,  1849)  The  illustration  without 
caption  appears,  facing  p.  103,  in  this  and  also  in  the  1850  and  1851  printings.  Other  printings  with  the 
same  text,  but  uithout  the  illustration,  appeared  in  1854  ^nd  1836.  There  were  probably  other  printings 
as  well. 

(U»)The  Reports  were  published  also  as  a Narrative  of  The  Exploring  Elxpedition.  . . (Reprinted  from 
the  Official  copy)  in  at  least  nine  editions  between  1845  and  1856,  one  even  was  published  in  London.  The 
printings  hy  Hall  Si  Dickson  (Syracuse)  have  the  same  illustration,  in  the  same  place,  as  the  Derby 
editions  in  (9).  (Excerpts  from  the  reports  appeared  also  in  Germany  and  in  other  countries.) 

(ll)T/;<’  Life  of  Col.  John  Charles  Fremont.  . . , The  Alemoir  By  Samuel  M.  S|ch]mucker.  . . (New 
York  And  Auburn:  .Miller,  Orton  Si  Mulligan,  1836).  The  same  plates  as  in  (9)  are  used  for  the 
Reports;  The  same  illustration  as  in  (9,  10)  appears  here,  facing  p.  169,  this  time  with  caption:  PLANTING 
THE  AMERICAN  FLAG  UPON  THE  SUMMIT  OF  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAINS.  (Several 
copies,  as  described,  were  examined  in  The  Library  of  Congress,  The  New  York  Public  Library,  and 
I'he  Ohio  State  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society  Library.)  See  also:  (iia) 

( 1 la)  Smucker,  op.  cit.  One  copy,  in  The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  contains  an  illustration,  facing 
p.  167,  which  is  like  the  cut  in  Woodworth  (13).  The  caption  here  is  the  same  as  in  (ii),  but  the 
punctuation  is  as  follows:  Planting  the  American  Flag  upon  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

(lli)This  envelope  illustrates  scenes  from  Fremont’s  expeditions,  the  drawings  being  based  on  illus- 
trations in  Upham  (17).  L^pper  left  is  the  “peak”  cut  (from  the  first  expedition).  The  two  other 
drawings  are  from  the  third  expedition  and  depict  events  which  occurred  in  May  1846.  Lower  left  is 
the  “Night  Assault  by  the  | Klamath]  Indians”  which  faces  page  219  in  I’pham.  (Fremont.  Memoirs, 
pp.  490-492,  and  L'pham,  pp.  218-220,  refer  to  them  as  the  Tlamath  Indians.)  The  center  illustration 
depicts  the  “Charge  upon  the  Indians  at  Redding’s  Rancho”  which  faces  page  233  in  L pham.  (For  some 
reason  these  t\^'o  cuts  are  reversed  on  the  envelope;  the  “peak”  cut  lu)\^■ever  faces  the  same  as  It  does  in 
the  hook  illustration.)  The  Fremont  portrait  Is  similar  to  the  frontispiece. 
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Two  other  representations  of  Fremont  on  the  peak  have  been  illustrated  previously  in 
the  philatelic  press  in  connection  with  the  source  for  the  design  of  the  five-cent  1898 
Trans-Mississippi  “Omaha”  Exposition  postage  stamp. (^•^)  These  illustrations  appeared 
originally  in  campaign  biographies  by  John  Bigelow(^^)  and  by  Francis  Channing  Wood- 

worth, 

7'he  editions  of  Smucker(^^)  contain  the  “rounded  peak”  illustration  as  described 
above.  However,  a copy(^^^)  in  The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  contains  a different 
illustration,  but  with  the  same  caption.  This  cut  is  signed  “J.R.C.”  near  the  lower  left 
corner,  but  it  is  the  same  as  the  H oodworth  cut{^'^),  except  for  the  bottom  portion  con- 
taining the  title  and  the  signature  “J.  W.  Orr  Sc.,”  which  have  been  eliminated.  It  is, 
how’ever,  wider  than  the  Woodworth  cut.  If  both  illustrations  could  be  superimposed, 
the  tw’o  signatures  wmuld  occupy  their  proper  positions  with  the  caption  in  Smucker  partly 
covered  by  the  signature  and  caption  from  Woodworth. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  are  at  least  three  more  distinct  designs  depicting  Fremont 
on  the  peak.  These  are  to  be  found  (a)  in  a pamphlet  biography  attributed  to  Horace 
Greeley, (b)  in  a biography  by  Charles  Wentworth  Upham,(i")  on  which  the  envelope 
design (1^)  is  based,  and  (c)  in  history  books  by  William  Augustus  Crafts and  by 
Edward  Sylvester  Ellis  and  Charles  Francis  Horne. 

The  woodcut  in  the  Greeley  pamphlet  depicts  the  five  men  who  were  with  Fre- 
mont, as  does  the  illustration  in  Woodworth  (i''’)  and  the  “Philadelphia”  Smucker  ; 
but  the  cut  in  Upham(^")  has  six  men  and  the  cut  in  Bigelow(^^)  seven  men;  all  in  addi- 

Lester  G.  Brockman,  The  iQth  Century  Postage  Stamps  of  the  United  States  (New  York:  H.  L. 
Lindquist,  1947)  2 vols.  11,  207-228.  (Much  of  Brockman’s  material  on  this  issue  is  from  George  B. 
Sloane’s  article  in  The  Stamp  Specialist  [No.  9]  Green  Book,  part  of  which  is  based  in  turn  on  Clarence 
W.  Brazer,  A Historical  Catalog  of  U.  S.  Stamp  Essays  and  Proofs:  The  Omaha,  Trans-Mississippi  Issue 
/Sg8  (Published  1939  by  C.  W.  B.)  ) Both  the  Bigelow  and  Woodworth  cuts  were  illustrated  in  Sloane^ 
only  the  Woodworth  in  Brazer.  Brookman  mentions  both,  but  illustrates  neither. 

(l^lJohn  Bigelow,  Alemoir  of  the  Life  and  Public  Services  of  John  Charles  Fremont.  , . (New  York: 
Derby  & Jackson.  . . , 1856)  The  cut  faces  p.  49  and  is  captioned:  FREMONT  PLANTS  THE 
AMERICAN  FLAG  ON  THE  HIGHEST  PEAK  OF  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAINS.  (Bigelow, 

editor  of  the  ATw  York  Evening  Post,  and  one  of  Fremont’s  most  ardent  supporters,  wrote  this  Biography 
with  the  assistance  of  Fremont’s  wife.)  Dr.  Warren  G.  Atwood  was  the  first  to  connect  this  cut  with 

the  postage  stamp  (13)  and  wrote  about  it  to  George  B,  Sloane,  who  reported  it  in  his  “U.  S,  Varieties”" 

column  in  Stamps  IJ,  389  (Dec.  5,  1936),  with  full  credit  to  Dr,  Atwood.  See  also:  Stamps  75,  201 
(May  9,  1936)  and  2g,  49  (Oct.  14,  1939)- 

(15)  Francis  Channing  Woodworth,  The  Young  American’s  Life  of  Fremont.  (New  York  and 

Auburn:  Miller,  Orton  & Mulligan,  1856.)  This  cut,  on  p.  73,  is  captioned:  FREMONT  ON  THE 
HEIGHTH  OF  ROCK  PEAK.  See  also  (iia) 

{M’>)Life  of  Col.  Fremont.  (New  York:  Greeley  and  McElrath,  1856)  This  32-page  pamphlet 
appeared  in  at  least  three  editions,  tieo  vcith  and  one  ‘without  the  inscription:  New  York,  Aug.  1st,  iSfjdy 
at  the  bottom  of  p.  32,  col.  2.  Copies  were  examined  in  The  Library  of  Congress  and  in  The  New  York 
I’ublic  Library.  Five  copies  ‘without  the  inscription  contain,  on  p.  ii,  the  woodcut  titled:  RAISING  THE 
FLAG  ON  THE  PEAK — HEIGHT,  13,570  FEET.  Three  copies  ‘with  the  inscription  had  a diflFerent 
wood  cut  on  the  same  page.  However,  one  copy  in  The  Library  of  Congress  contained  the  correct  woodcut 
and  the  inscription.  An  edition  in  German  (without  the  inscription)  titled:  Das  Lehen  des  Obersten 
Fiemont,  contains  the  cut  on  page  8,  captioned  in  German  script:  Aufsteckung  der  Flagge  aus  [sic]  dem 
F'elsgipfel. — Hohe,  13,570  Fuss.  (Nevins,  op.  cit.,  H 498,  attributes  this  pamphlet  to  Fremont  supporter, 
H orace  Greeley  of  the  IS e‘w  York  Tribune.) 

(1”)  Charles  Wentworth  Upham,  Idfe,  Explorations  and  Public  Services  of  John  Charles  Fremont.. 
(Boston:  Ticknor  and  Fields,  1856)  The  woodcut,  facing  p.  88,  is  titled:  Hoisting  the  American  Flag 
on  the  highest  peak  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  (This  caption  is  about  75.5  mm  long  in  the  printings  marked 
Thirtieth,  Thirty-Sixth,  Fortieth,  Forty-Fifth,  and  Fiftieth  Thousand.  An  earlier  (first  ?)  printing, 
which  does  not  mention  the  author’s  name  on  the  title-page,  uses  smaller  letters  for  the  caption  (about 
71.4  mm  long)  and  has  a lower-case  “f”  in  “flag”;  the  ten-page  Appendix,  which  in  the  later  printings 
contains  information  about  Fremont’s  nomination,  is  omitted  here.  All  printings,  however,  are  dated  1856.) 

(18)W41liam  Augustus  Crafts,  Pioneers  in  the  Settlement  of  America:  From  Florida  in  1510  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849.  (Boston:  Published  by  Samuel  Walker  and  Company,  1876-1877)  2 vols.  The  woodcut 
which  is  captioned  : FREMONT  ON  1 HE  ROCKY  IVIOUN  FAINS,  is  in  \ ol.  H,  facing  p.  3^4* 

{PI)Edward  S.  Ellis  and  Charles  F.  Horne,  The  Story  of  the  Greatest  Nations.  . . (New  York: 
Francis  R.  Niglutsch,  Copyright  1901-1905)  10  vols.  The  illustration  in  IX,  facing  p.  1632,  is  the  same 
as  in  Crafts  (18)  and  is  credited  to  him,  but  the  caption  reads:  FREMONT  AT  THE  SUMMFF  OF 
THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAINS, 
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tion  to  Fremont.  The  cut  in  Crafts(^''')  and  in  Ellis  and  Horne(^^)  shows  Fremont, 
with  the  flag,  on  the  peak;  two  men  are  nearby,  waving;  and  one  man  is  a little  further 
off;  seven  more  are  on  an  adjacent  peak  looking  on — a total  of  ten  men,  in  addition  to 
the  Pathmarker.  The  text('’)  names  the  five  men  who  actually  accompanied  him  that  day, 
but  the  artists  appear  not  to  have  been  bothered  by  such  details.  (It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  John  Torrey,  the  botanist  who  catalogued  the  plants  collected  by  Fremont  on  the 
expedition,  mentions,  in  his  section  of  the  Report,  only  four  men  attending  Fremont  on 
the  ascent.  (-'*) 


Fig.  3. 

Similarity  of  design  to  stanii>  vignette  is  shown  in  this  detail,  in  reverse  Avhich  is  from 
the  illustration  called  “Rocky  Mountains’’  as  it  appeared  in  Crafts  Pioneers  in  the 
Settlement  of  America.  (I8) 


Fremont  died  in  New  York  City,  July  13,  1890.  In  1898,  the  Post  Office  Department, 
when  planning  the  Trans-Mississippi  series  of  postage  stamps  to  be  “indicative  in  some 
way  of  the  development  of  the  great  region  beyond  the  Mississippi  River,”  selected  for 
the  five-cent  value  a scene  depicting  “‘Fremont  on  Rocky  Mountains,’  modified  from  a 
wood  engraving,  representing  the  Pathfinder  [sic]  planting  the  U.  S.  flag  on  the  highest 
peak  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.”  (“‘ ) This  engraving  has  never  been  identified.  However, 
the  stamp  design  (Fig.  i)  is  remarkably  like  the  illustration  in  Crafts(^®)  and  in  Ellis 
and  Horne(^^)  (Figs.  3 and  4)  Like  the  designs  on  the  envelope(^^),  the  drawing  on 
the  stamp  is  reversed  from  that  in  the  book  illustration.  Nevertheless,  it  can  be  seen 
that  the  shape  of  the  peak  is  similar,  as  are  the  positions  of  the  three  men.  Perhaps  then, 
this  is  the  “wood  engraving”  used  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  de- 
signer, Raymond  Ostrander  Smith,  as  a model  for  the  stamp  design. 

With  reference  to  the  peak  itself,  Fremont  had  determined  its  height  as  13,570  feet.('‘) 
In  1878,  A.  D.  Wilson,  who  was  leading  a surveying  expedition  in  that  vicinity,  also 
climbed  Fremont's  Peak.  “Reaching  the  summit  about  lO  a.  m.  [August  7,  1878],  we 
found  no  signs  of  any  one  having  visited  this  point  before;  but  I am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  is  the  point  that  Fremont  ascended  in  1842,  while  executing  his  exploration  across  the 
continent  at  that  time,  judging  only  from  his  description  of  the  country.” (--)  Wilson 

(20)  f>resiituably,  he  has  forgotten  Charles  Preiiss,  the  topographical  assistant. 

(21 ) Hrooknian,  op  cit.,  quoted  from  official  Post  Office  Department  circular  of  May  i6,  189S,  reprinted 
in  II,  208-209. 

(22)  Fer<linand  \"andiveer  Hayden,  F.leventh  Annual  Report  of  the  United  States  Geological  and  Geo- 
graphical Survey  of  The  Territories.  . . (Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1879.)  Part  IT. 
'I'opography.  Report  of  A.  D.  Wilson,  Chief  Topographer,  pp.  41,  649,  656,  661-670. 
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Fig.  4. 

Illustration  from  William  Augustus  Crafts  Pioneers  of  the  Settlement  of  America (I8) 
which  is  similar  to  the  desijgn  of  the  5o  Fremont  on  Rocky  Mountains  i)ostage  stamp. 

determined  the  elevation  above  sea-level  as  13,790  feet,  its  position  in  the  Territory  of 
Wyoming  as  43°07'28.5"  N.Lat.,  I09°37'i7.3"  W.Long.  The  height  as  redetermined  in 
1906,  by  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  is  now  given  as  13,730  feet. (“•^)  However,  it  is  not 
as  PTemont  believed,  the  highest  peak  in  the  Wind  River  chain;  Gannett  Peak,  about  four 
and  one-half  miles  NNW  of  Fremont  Peak' [note  slight  change  in  designation]  is  13,785 
feet  high;  also,  Colorado  has  forty-eight  named  peaks,  including  Pikes  Peak,  which  exceed 
14,000  feet  in  altitude. 

It  may  be  noted,  too,  that  Dellenbaugh  (-'^)  suggested  PTemont  perhaps  was  not  the 
first  man  on  the  peak.  Captain  Bonneville  had  been  in  the  region  in  1833  and  had 
climbed  a peak  that  he  thought  the  highest  of  the  whole  range,  describing  a view  very 
much  the  same  as  P'remont’s.  (“**) 

And  what  of  the  flag  itself?  This  was  a special  American  flag  with  the  regulation 
thirteen  stripes,  but  with  an  eagle  in  the  field,  the  eagle’s  claws  holding  not  only  arrows, 
but  an  Indian  peace  pipe  as  well.  PTemont,  in  his  Mernoirs{  ‘'^) , states  that  in  March 
1842  he  went  to  New  York  to  obtain  necessary  instruments  and  other  essentials.  He 
makes  no  mention  of  the  flag  at  all,  but  Alice  Eyre  and  Mrs.  Phillips(-‘)  both  state  that 
he  designed  and  had  the  flag  made  at  this  time;  the  design  in  the  field  was  intended  to 

(“•^)U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  Topographical  Map,  Wyoming  (Fremont  County)  Fremont  Peak 
Ouadrangle.  Edition  of  Jan.  1909.  Surveyed  in  1906.  E.  M.  Douglas,  Geographer  in  charge. 

{‘24)T/ie  National  Geographic  Magazine,  (tz,  30  (July  1932). 

(-0 ) Frederick  S.  Dellenhaugh,  Fremont  And  ’49-  (New  York  and  London:  («.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons, 
1914)  pp.  86-88. 

(2t>)  Washington  Irvu’ng,  The  Adventures  of  Captain  Bonneville,  LI.  S.  A.,  in  the  Rocky  Mountains 
And  The  bar  ff'est.  . . 

(-tiEyre,  op.  cit.,  pp.  61,  83tF.  I^hillips,  op.  cit.,  p.  62. 
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impress  the  Indians  as  a symbol  of  peace.  The  explanation  is  plausible,  although  no  ref- 
erence is  given  for  the  statement.  It  appears  that  Alice  Eyre  has  indulged  in  a good  deal 
of  “poetic  license”  in  her  book.  All  descriptions  of  the  ascent  of  the  peak,  which  were 
examined,  tallied  with  each  other  except  hers.  Quoting  supposedly  from  Fremont’s  report, 
she  writes  that  he  “unfurled  one  of  the  flags  I had  made  in  New  York  as  a wind-test — 
then  the  American  flag  was  soon  waving  where  never  American  flag  had  waved  before.” 
She  also  has  the  peak  being  named  for  Fremont  by  the  men  in  his  party  who  did  not  actu- 
ally climb  the  mountain;  as  noted  before,  “Snow  Peak”  first  became  “Fremont’s  Peak”  in 
the  report  and  map  of  1845. (^) 


Whatever  its  origin,  the  flag  was  given  to  Jessie  on  the  birth  of  Elizabeth  Benton 
Fremont.  She  in  turn  “bequeathed”  it  to  the  Southwest  Aluseum  in  Los  Angeles. (“^) 
The  flag,  which  measures  by  4',  is  81-G-5  in  the  Museum  catalogue  and  is  described 

as : 


“Bunting  stripes.  Field  of  linen  with  American  eagle  painted  in  blue,  holds  peace 
pipe  in  i claw — arrows  in  the  other.  26  stars  for  26  states  outlined  in  blue  . . . The 
flag  was  given  to  Airs.  Fremont,  who  lined  it  with  a piece  of  her  wedding  dress  of 
lilac  silk,  embroidered  in  gold  silk  with  the  following  motto:  ‘Rocky  Alountains  1841’. 
Silk  in  shreds,  several  letters  and  figures  of  the  motto  missing.  Flag  much  worn,  partly 
through  age.  Handsome  throughout  ...  It  has  been  re-lined  in  part  with  heavy 
muslin.  Gold  cord  border. (^^)” 

This  then  is  the  background  of  the  Fremont  designs,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
campaign.  Autographs  of  Fremont,  Jessie,  and  the  Senator  are,  of  course,  available, 
hut  these  need  not  concern  us  here. 


(28)  Archaeological  Institute  of  America,  The  Southwest  Society  (Los  Angeles,  California)  Third 
Bulletin,  May  i,  1907.  A full  page  photo  (p.  21)  depicts  Elizabeth  Benton  Fremont  with  her  father’s 
flag.  See  also:  p.  25. 

(29)  Private  communications  from  Mrs.  Ella  Robinson,  Librarian,  and  IVIr.  IVI.  R.  Harrington,  Curator, 

Southwest  Aluseum,  to  whom  grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  for  help  in  assembling  some  of  the  material 
presented  in  this  paper.  (Photographs  of  the  front  and  back  of  Fremont’s  flag  as  it  appears  today,  are 

available  from  the  IMuseum  at  25c  each.) 

/ — A painting  of  “The  Fremont  Flag’’  by  Raymond  P.  Winters  (No.  9 of  a series  entitled 
California  Under  T’lvelve  Flags,  with  accompanying  text  by  Phil  Townsend  Hanna)  was  reproduced  on 
the  front  cover  of  the  June  1937,  issue  of  W est^evays,  monthly  publication  of  the  Automobile  Club  of 

Southern  California,  Los  Angeles,  California.  The  entire  series  of  twelve  flags,  which  appeared  first  on 
the  covers  of  W est^'ays,  February  through  July  1937,  was  reprinted  in  booklet  form,  but  this  is  now- 

out  of  print. 

Note  2 — The  woodcuts  mentioned  were  the  works  of  some  of  the  foremost  craftsmen  of  the  day. 

The  signature  “J.  W.  Orr  Sc.’’  on  the  Woodworth  cut,  is  that  of  John  H’illiam  Orr  (1815-1887),  Engraver 
on  Wood,  w'ho  maintained  a large  establishment,  on  Nassau  Street  in  New  York  City,  which  was  adver- 
tised as  the  “largest  Establishment  of  the  kind  in  America.’’  A short  biography  can  be  found  in  Appleton’s 
Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography  (New  York:  D.  Appleton  Sc  Co.,  1888.)  4>  393*  ORR-Co.Sc 

on  the  Bigelow  engraving,  is  the  signature  of  John’s  brother  N athaniel  Orr.  The  initials  i\IcN  on 
the  Greeley  woodcut,  are  probably  those  of  John  M cN evin , an  illustrator,  who  was  probably  employed  by 
one  or  the  other  of  the  Orr  brothers.  The  identity  of  “J.  R.  C.’’  is  not  known  to  the  author.  The  other 
illustrations  appear  to  be  unsigned. 

Note  ? — Most  of  the  references  cited  above  are  at  present  not  readily  available,  except  in  larger 
libraries.  The  interested  reader  is  referred,  therefore,  to  two  volumes  by  and  about  Fremont  which  have 
recently  appeared,  (i)  Fremont:  Pathmarker  of  the  Jfest, hy  Allan  Nevins  (New  York : Longmans,  Green  and 
Co.  1955)  I A revised  edition  of  the  1939  version,  which  in  turn  was  based  on  the  1928  edition.  Ref. 
(2)  (].  v.)  (2)  Narratives  of  Fxploration  and  Adventure,  by  John  Charles  Fremont.  Edited  and  with  an 
Introduction  by  Allan  Nevins.  (New  York:  Longmans,  Green  and  Co.  1956). 

Note  / The  accent  over  the  “e”  in  Fremont  is  omitted  only  in  those  places  where  it  so  appears  in 

the  original.  It  has  hecn  otherwise  included  as  the  preferred  orthography. 
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Call  for  Aeiiual  Meetieg 

As  directed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  its  meeting  on  May  16,  1956,  I hereby 
call  the  Annual  Meeting  or  Convention  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  and  announce 
it  as  required  by  the  Society’s  By-Laws. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  1956  shall  be  held  at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  East 
3Sth  Street,  New  York  16,  N.  Y.,  on  Saturday,  September  22,  1956,  convening  at 
10:00  A.  M.  and  continuing  until  all  business  which  may  lawfully  come  before  the 
meeting  shall  have  been  transacted.  The  meeting  may  be  recessed  for  such  periods 
as  may  be  deemed  advisable  during  its  continuance. 

1 he  election  of  Directors,  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire,  and  such  other 
business  as  is  provided  for  in  Article  III  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws  shall  constitute 
the  agenda. 

A Committee  on  Arrangements  has  been  appointed.  It  consists  of  Mr,  George 
B.  Wray  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Minuse. 

Albert  H.  H iggins.  Secretary 


Aboet  Members 

Essay-Proof  members  who  exhibited  at  FIPEX  in  Section  i — Group  ii — “Essays, 
Proofs,  Specimens”  were:  Thomas  F.  Morris  who  took  a gold  medal  for  his  five  frames  of 
U.  S.  1847  and  1861-67  Large  Die  Essays  and  Proofs.  Fred  L.  Caposella,  awarded  a 
silver  medal  for  his  five  frames  of  U.  S.  19th  century  proofs.  Julian  F.  Gros,  a bronze 
medal  for  five  frames  of  “U.  S.  1893  Columbian  Exposition  Issue”  and  fV.  H.  Kiefaber 
a bronze  for  his  five  frames  of  “U.  S.  Newspaper  Essays  and  Proofs.”  This  was  the 
only  section  or  group  devoted  exclusively  to  essays  and  proofs.  Many  other  members  took 
awards  for  material  which  included  essays  or  proofs  but  they  did  not  exhibit  in  this  special 
section.  Dr.  Brazer  had  expected  to  show  eleven  frames  of  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs,  plus 
three  albums  of  material,  but  only  one  frame  was  mounted  before  he  took  sick  and  returned 
home.  Therefore  his  material  was  not  judged. 


In  the  April-September  1955  issue  of  Chile  Filatelico,  publication  of  the  Sociedad 
Filatelica  de  Chile,  the  editor  paid  a high  compliment  to  our  past  president.  In  translation, 
we  read : 

“Friends  in  Guatemala,  meet  your  colleague  in  Philadelphia.  He  is  Mr.  Joseph 
Mandos,  or  as  he  is  addressed  by  his  American  associates — He  is  a dynamic  man, 
enthusiastic,  generous  of  his  time  and  his  knowledge,  in  truth,  his  alma  mater  is  the  Inter- 
national Society  of  Guatemala  Collectors.  Its  monthly  publication,  EL  QUETZAL,  has 
enjoyed  an  enthusiastic  popularity  during  the  more  than  five  years  of  publication.”  And 
we  might  add  that  Joe  was  the  founder  of  that  Society  and  during  its  early  years  edited 
its  publication. — G.  W.  C. 


Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  had  charge  of  the  FIPEX  lounge  and  reports  that  over  one 
hundred  members  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  signed  the  hook  while  visiting  the  show.  He 
feels  this  is  a good  percentage,  as  he  knows  that  many  members  who  were  on  the  floor 
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never  got  around  to  putting  their  name  in  the  “Visitors  to  FIPEX”  book.  He  says  he 
wishes  to  express  special  thanks  to  Phillip  Rochlin,  Joseph  Reinis,  Edith  J/.  Faulstich 
and  Sol.  Altmann  who  spent  many  hours  at  the  lounge  with  him  or  to  relieve  him.  Others 
who  helped  include:  Rae  Ehrenberg , E.thel  AIcCoy,  Henry  Gates,  Ken  Alinuse. 


Edmond  Qiieyroy  showed  his  collection  of  proofs  of  the  French  Colonies  at  the 
May  8 meeting  of  the  France  and  Colonies  Group  at  the  Collectors  Club. 


Phillip  Rochlin  discussed  “The  Duties  and  Responsibilities  of  the  Editor  of  the  Phila- 
telic Literature  Review,”  at  the  May  25  meeting  of  the  Philatelic  Literature  Study  Group 
at  the  Collectors  Club. 


Donald  B.  Johnstone  is  editor  of  The  Vermont  Philatelist.  Volume  i,  Number  i 
has  just  arrived  and  we  offer  our  congratulations  to  Dr.  Johnstone  for  the  fine  newsletter 
which  will  be  the  voice  of  the  Vermont  Philatelic  Society.  Long  may  it  prosper.  Mem- 
ber Johnstone  has  an  article  in  this  issue.  We  hope  he  sends  others  along  soon.  Now 
that  he  is  an  editor  himself,  he  knows  how  much  it  means  to  get  good  material  from 
members. 


E*F,S,  Members  Wlio  Are  Fellows  of  the  Royal 

On  page  75  in  the  April  Journal  we  reported  the  names  of  E.  P.  S.  members  who 
had  become  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society.  In  our  report  we  failed  to  state  that 
we  meant  the  most  recent  list.  Subsequently  we  had  the  following  letters  from  members 
Connor  and  Rich  which  we  reprint  herewith: 

“You’ve  probably  heard  from  others  about  the  short  note  concerning  E.  P.  S.  members 
who  have  achieved  Fellowship  in  the  Royal.  Undoubtedly  you  meant  simply  those 
who  were  made  Fellows  this  year.  Here  is  the  list  of  those  I happen  to  know,  and  it 
could  easily  be  far  from  complete:  Al  Bantham,  If  alter  Bayley,  Dick  Bohn,  John 
Britt,  F,duardo  Cohen,  Airs.  Cromwell,  Airs.  Dale,  Hiram  Deats,  Edivin  Elkins, 
Jacob  Glaser,  Sol  Glass,  V.  C.  Greene,  H.  A.  Lederer,  Airs.  AIcCjoy,  Steve  Rich, 
Chester  Smeltzer,  Theodore  Steinway,  and  the  writer. — Sincerely,  John  Connor.” 

“The  author’s  package  of  six  copies  of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  came  this  morning. 
It’s  a good  number.  That’s  a nice  write-up  you  gave  me.  Didn’t  you  know  that  I 
also  am  a member  of  the  Royal  and  so  could  be  in  the  group  on  page  75*  1 was  made 

a Fellow  in  1952.  Tom  AI orris's  article  is  an  excellent  one,  opening  up  a field  hitherto 
wrapped  in  obscurity.  I'he  Essig  article  should  have  had,  and  can  have  in  the  next 
number  as  a separate  short  bit,  a mention  of  what  he  calls  ‘heliogravure’  is  what  we 
in  this  country  call  rotogravure.  We  had  quite  an  article  on  this  in  the  Essay-Proof 
fouRNAL  of  April,  1948.  I ought  to  know — 1 wrote  it! — Sincerely,  Steve  Rich.* 
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Reports  of  Chapter  Meetin 


New  York  Cliapter  No«  1 

Sol.  Altmann,  Chairman  Phillip  Rochlin,  Scretary 

Aleetings  are  held  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  the  collectors  club,  22  East  35th  Street, 
New  York  16,  New  York.  \^isitors  are  cordially  invited. 

Meeting  of  April  ii,  1956.  jMembers  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Mrs.  Brazer,  Caposella, 
Finkelburg,  Gates,  Gros,  IMcCoy,  Minuse,  Reinis,  Rochlin,  Wray — 13.  Visitor:  Airs.  Rae  D.  Ehrenberg — i. 

Falk  Finkelburg  began  the  evening  by  exhibiting  several  recent  acquisitions:  Large  die  proofs  on  full 
6x9  inch  card  of  the  5c  and  loc  1847  issue  and  a large  die  proof  of  the  17c  Wilson,  Issue  of  1925, 
from  the  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  collection. 

Ethel  B.  McCoy  then  exhibited  her  collection  of  the  1901  Pan-American  Exposition  stamps.  Shown 
first  was  collateral  material.  Including  exposition-station  cancels,  advertising  covers,  labels,  tickets,  etc. 
These  were  followed  by  the  1899  Cuba  “Specimen”  overprints  and  the  Guam  and  Philippines  overprints 
stamped  “Special  Surcharge”  on  the  back.  These  latter  were  signed  on  the  back  by  J.  Alurray  Bartels 
to  signify  that  they  had  been  on  display  at  the  Exposition.  The  Pan-American  stamps  were  shown  next. 
This  portion  of  the  collection  contained  large  and  small  die  proofs,  specimens,  plate  blocks  of  six,  covers, 
photos  of  the  design  sources,  etc.  Airs.  AIcCoy  took  great  pride  in  displaying  her  collection,  all  of  which 
she  has  tastefully  annotated  and  mounted  with  her  own  hands. 

Julian  Blanchard  continued  the  meeting  with  some  miscellaneous  material,  including  au  autographed 
letter  and  portrait  engraving  of  A.  B.  Durand;  a die  proof  of  a portrait  of  Edward  Everett  with  a $i 
note  of  the  Alount  A ernon  Bank  of  Boston  on  which  it  was  used.  (Dr.  Blanchard  explained  that  Everett 
had  made  numerous  speeches  on  behalf  of  a campaign  for  funds  for  the  restoration  of  Washington’s 
home)  ; finally,  a book  entitled  Thomas  Bewick  Gleanings,  edited  by  Julia  Boyd,  and  published  at  New- 
castle, England,  in  1886.  Air.  Bewick  was  a woodcut  and  copper  engraver,  who  had  engraved  a number 
of  British  bank  notes.  The  book  contained  many  examples  of  his  work,  including  samples  of  his  bank  notes. 

Clarence  Brazer  concluded  the  meeting  with  pages  of  essays  and  proofs  from  the  Robert  P.  Hackett 
collection. 


Aleeting  of  Alay  9,  1956.  Alembers:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brenner,  Caposella,  Ehrenberg,  Finkelburg, 
Gates,  Gros.  Alinuse,  Reinis,  Rochlin,  Wray — 12.  .Visitors:  Aliss  Louise  Clemenson,  Alessrs.  Richard 
Gordon  and  Louis  Hechtlinger,  Air.  and  Airs.  J.  Taub — 5. 

The  Chairman  opened  the  meeting  with  a brief  tribute  to  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  who  died  the 
previous  Sunday  evening. 

Julian  Blanchard  was  the  evening’s  only  exhibitor.  He  displayed  first,  the  contents  of  a bound  volume 
titled.  Geometric  Lathe  Work,  Vol.  i.  This  was  apparently  made  for  Touro  Robertson,  an  early  Vice 
President  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  (The  initials  T.  R.  are  on  the  binding.)  Originally  a 
partner  in  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company,  Robertson  had  worked  on  and  improved  the  geometric  lathe. 
The  volume  consisted  entirely  of  die  proof  impressions,  in  different  colors,  of  designs  made  by  the  lathe. 

Dr.  Blanchard  continued  with  pages  from  his  seemingly  inexhaustible  collection  of  stamps  with  match- 
ing bank  note  vignettes.  He  went  into  considerable  detail  for  the  benefit  of  our  visitors.  However,  most 
of  the  prodding  for  additional  facts  came  from  the  regular  members,  who  know  that  there  is  always  some- 
thing new  to  be  learned  from  this  material. 


Toroeto  Cliapter  No*  6 

A meeting  of  the  Toronto  Chapter  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  was  held  at  the  home  of  A’incent  G. 
Greene  on  Dec.  6,  1953.  The  following  members  were  present:  W.  S.  Bayley ; L.  A.  Davenport;  AL  G. 
Greene;  Fred  Jarrett;  C.  AI.  Jephcott ; R.  W.  Lyman;  W.  J.  Scott  and  J.  N.  Sissons. 

Air.  Lyman  exhibited  the  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  sections  of  the  essay  and  proof  collection 
purchased  from  the  Hackett  Estate.  This  exhibit  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  those  present  and  has  been 
purchased  by  a Toronto  member  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  refreshments  were  served. 
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Secretary’s  Report 

By  Albert  H.  Higgins,  Secretary 
70  University  Place,  New  York  3,  N.  Y. 

Members  Admitted 


No. 

^74  Criswell,  Grover  C.,  Jr.,  Pass-A-Grille  Beach,  Florida.  (Coin  Dealer — Confederate  Specialist.) 

^75  Ruder,  Lucius  S.,  1102  Palmview  Avenue,  Belleair,  Clearwater,  Florida.  (Proof  Sheets, 

Obsolete  Currency.) 

S76  Clemencon,  Miss  Louise,  30  Monroe  St.,  AI-2,  New  York  2,  N.  Y.  (Reunion;  France  and 

Colonies.) 

877  Norbeck,  John  L.,  5828  Halifax  Avenue  South,  Minneapolis  24,  Minnesota.  (Hawaii;  Canada; 

U.  S.  Postal  History.) 

878  Hanus,  Mrs.  CeDora  J.,  R.  D.  No.  i,  Berwick,  Pa.  (U.  S.  19th  Century  5c  Jeffersons.) 

879  Sutherland,  Harry,  155  Forest  Hill  Road,  Toronto  7,  Ontario,  Canada.  (Germany.) 

880  Ehrenberg,  Mrs.  Rae  D.,  164  West  79th  St.,  New  York  24,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Departments.) 

881  Boronow,  Robert  R.,  660  St.  Catherine  Street  West,  Montreal,  Canada.  (Canada.) 

882  Ruemer,  John,  Jr.,  i West  Franklin  St.,  Baltimore  i,  Md.  (U.  S.  and  Possessions — All  Issues.) 

883  Barker,  Kenneth  H.,  Box  24,  Chugwater,  Wyoming.  (No  specialty  stated.) 

884  Gates,  Edward  M.,  M.D.,  224  Riker  Bldg.,  Pontiac,  Mich.  (No  specialty  stated.) 

Ai>plicatioiis  Received 

885  Bernard,  Eugene,  702 — 14th  Street  West,  North  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  (Brit- 

ish North  America.)  By  A.  H.  Higgins. 

886  Sprinkle,  Frank  F.,  Box  809,  Bluefield,  West  Virginia.  (Obsolete  Bills  in  Un-cut  Sheets.) 

By  J.  Blanchard. 

887  Pollitz,  W.  T.,  45  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  8,  Mass.  (Stamp  Dealer.)  By  W.  H.  Russell. 

888  Wunsch,  Mrs.  Charles  L.,  1219  Downer  PI.,  Aurora,  111.  (Lincoln,  1869  issue  & Airmails.) 

By  M.  W.  White. 

889  Tiedemann,  Ronald,  P.  O.  Box  265,  Jamaica  32,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  19th  Century;  Obsolete  Bank 

Notes.)  By  J.  Blanchard. 

^yo  Ferrini,  Marchese  Dottore  Gianfrancesco  Giaquili,  Villa  “La  Tana”,  Candeli  (Firenze;,  nai^. 

(No  specialty  stated.)  By  E.  M.  Faulstich. 

891  Samuel,  Marcus,  9 Norfolk  Rd.,  London,  N.  W.  8,  England.  (“Specimen”  stamps.)  By  T.  F. 

Morris. 

892  Bebee,  Aubrey  E.,  4514  No.  30th  St.,  Omaha  ii,  Nebr.  (Coin  Dealer-Collector.)  By  D.  O. 

Barrett. 

893  Hechtlinger,  Louis  L.,  73-62  Bell  Blvd.,  Bayside  64,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Essays  & Proofs.)  By 

J.  F.  Gros. 

894  Alorgoulis,  Paul,  17  Rue  de  Lisbonne,  Paris  8,  France.  (Stamp  Dealer.)  By  R.  W.  Lyman. 

895  Joyce,  Morton  Dean,  i East  End  Ave.,  New  York  21,  N.  Y.  (Revenue  Essays  & Proofs.) 

By  J.  F.  Gros. 

Change  of  Address 

666  Carmona,  F.,  Jr.,  to  150  Josefa  Drive,  San  Juan,  Rizal,  Philippines. 

860  Janusz,  Stanley,  to  2429  N.  Hancock  St.,  Philadelphia  33,  Pa. 

873  Law,  James,  to  352  Broadway  Ave.,  Toronto  12,  Ont.,  Canada. 

482  jVIarler,  George  C.,  to  120  Lansdowne  Road,  Rockcliffe  Park,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada. 

539  Phillips,  Richard  E.,  to  Box  77,  Pleasant  Valley,  Iowa, 

722  Shure,  S,  N.,  to  222  Hartrey  Ave.,  Evanston,  111. 

448  Useller,  James  W.,  to  1221  Orchard  Park  Drive,  Rocky  River  16,  Ohio. 

Deceased 

i-CH  Brazer,  Clarence  W.,  D.Sc. 

Enumeration  of  Membership 


Number  Reported  in  Journal  No.  50  413 

Gains  1 1 

Net  Memhership  reported  in  this  Journal  No.  51  423 

Non-.Member  subscribers  to  the  Journal  7 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  51 


E,  P«  J.  Boosters 


U.  S.  POSTAGE  AND  REVENUES 

We  offer  the  interested  collector  his  choice  from 
the  most  important  stock  of  U.  S.  postage  and 
revenue  stamps  in  the  hands  of  any  professional. 
Strong  in  mint  and  used  singles,  mint  blocks, 
choice  early  covers,  Departments,  early  revenues, 
singles  and  multiples,  etc.  May  we  have  your 
want  list  ? 

PHILIP  H.  WARD,  |R. 

1616  WALNUT  ST.,  PHILADELPHIA  3,  PA. 

STAMPS  WANTED 

in  lots  or  collections  worth  $100.00  or 
more.  Free  appraisals,  top  prices,  prompt 
payments.  Send  description  of  your  offer  to 

H.  E.  HARRIS  & CO.,  Boston  15,  Mass. 

Essays  and  Proofs  in  all  of  our 
MONTHLY  AUCTIONS 

Catalogue  Free  on  Request. 

Also  List  of  Philatelic  Literature. 

BILLIC  & RICH,  Inc. 

55  West  42nd  St.,  New  York  36,  N.  Y. 

EZRA  COLE 

Will  Represent  You  at  Auction. 

Further  Details  on  Request. 

NYACK,  NEW  YORK 

Serving  Your  Every  Need 

Help  Your  Society 

Be  an  E.  P.  J.  Booster 

Ask  the  Secretary 

For  Details. 

GIMBELS 

Famous  Stamp  Departments 

You  7/  like 

Scott’s  SPECIALTY  ALBUMS 


This  great  series  of  24  looseleaf  albunns  and  sets 
of  pages  provides  spaces  for  every  major-num- 
ber stamp  in  the  Scott  Catalogue.  Ideal  for  the  col- 
lector who  wants  to  mount  a collection  covering  a 
group  of  favorite  countries,  or  the  whole  world,  in 

the  finest  space-print- 
ed albums  made. 

For  a full  list  of  the 
specialty  Albums,  see 
the  advertising  pages  at 
the  back  of  the  Scott 
Catalogue.  Current 
Supplements  may  be 
purchased  separately. 


Please  order  today  from  your  dealer 


SCOTT  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

Leading  Philatelic  Publishers  since  1867 

461  Eighth  Ave.,  New  York  1,  N.  Y. 
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CRISWELL’S 


...OF... 

Fass^A^Grille,  Florida 

NOW  OFFER 

Oer  New  124  Page  Catalog  ofs 

BANK  NOTES 


U.  S.  ' Colonial  - Confederate  - State  - Obsolete 

(Essay  and  Proof  Notes,  and  Sheets  of  Currency) 


BONDS  and  STOCKS 


(Obsolete  Essay  and  Proof  Items) 


Also  Lists  Slave  Items  and  Documents! 

The  Largest  Catalog  of  its  kind  ever  published ! 
All  Items  in  Stock!  Thousands  of  listings  with 
many  illustrations! 

Price  $1,00 


REFUNDED  WITH  FIRST  ORDER  OF  $5.00  OR  MORE 


WRITE  TODAY ! ! 


Rememher,  we  want  to  buy  any  of 
the  above  Listed  Items ! 
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Boston  Auction 
Sales 

I hold  auctions 
and  would 
be  glad  to  send 

Catalogs  to 

any  Collector 

regularly  in  Boston 
applying  for  them. 

DANIEJL  F,  KELLEHER 

7())  Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 


NOTICE 

TO  ALL  E.  P.  S.  MEMBERS 


Our  Journal  — the  same  that 
you  are  now  reading  — is  rated 
throughout  the  philatelic  world  as 
one  of  the  finest  of  all  philatelic 

publications. 

In  order  to  maintain  our  high 
standards  w'e  are  urgently  In  need 
of  new  members.  Make  a friend 
for  life  by  Introducing  your  friend 
to  membership  In  the  E.  P.  S. 

A.  II.  HIGGINS,  Secretary 
70  University  Place,  N.  Y.  3,  N.  Y. 


are  you  kind  to  your 
stamps  and  covers? 

We  think  that  the  answer  will  be  in  the 
affirmative  and  if  this  is  the  case  you  will  be 
interested  to  hear  about  the  “Regent’"  and 
“Concertino”  albums  in  which  all  fine  quality 
stamps  and  covers  deserve  to  be  housed. 

The  “Regent”  album  contains  fifty  super- 
fine white  card  leaves,  size  10^  ins.  by  9^ 
ins.,  which  are  double  linen-hinged  and  print- 
ed with  soft  grey  quadrille  squares.  Each 
leaf  is  protected  with  a glazed  transparent 
interleaf  which  obviates  all  friction.  The  rich 
navy  blue  fabrikoid  cover,  with  artistic  gold 
tooling  on  the  spine,  has  a patent  binder  to 
simplify  the  insertion  and  removal  of  sheets. 
A navy  fabrikoid  covered  slip-in  case  protects 
the  album  which  is  moderately  priced  at 
$11.75  including  postage  and  packing. 

The  “Concertina”  album  holds  80  to  160 
covers,  it  can  be  used  repeatedly,  is  excellent 
for  society  displays  and  makes  a fine  perma- 
nent album  for  the  student. 

This  original  album  adds  greatly  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  cover  collector  who  can  ac- 
cumulate his  study,  alter  the  order  when  he 
wishes  and  thus  keep  any  collection  attract- 
ively arranged  pending  its  permanent  mount- 
ing in  an  orthodox  album. 

The  price  is  reasonable:  $6.50  for  one, 
$16.50  for  three  and  $32.00  for  six — includ- 
ing postage  and  packing. 

The  above  albums  are  essential  to  the 
philatelist  and  postal  historian.  Write 
to-day  to: 

ROBSON  LOWE  LTD.,  50  Pall  Mall, 
London,  S.  W.  1,  England.  (Cables; 
“Stamps,  London.’’) 

When  replying  to  this  advertisevient  please  mention 
that  you  sa’zv  it  in  “The  Essay-Proof  Journal”. 
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Pliilatelic  JLiteratiire 
Bought  and  Sold 

Books 

Magazines 

Catalogues 

Articles  on  Countries 

Inquiries  Invited 

L.  R.  ISTADTMILLER 

137  King  Street  Asheville,  N.  C. 


Essays,  Proofs 
and  other 


Material 

Regialarly  Differed 
in  our 

Amctioiti  Sales 

Send  For  Free  Catalogues 
HUGH  C.  BARR,  INC- 

38  (J)  Park  Row,  New  York  38,  N.  Y. 


B.  N.  A. 


Monthly  Auctions 


including 


Essays  & Proofs 

Illustrated  Catalog 
Free  on  Request 

j/.  71. 

59  Wellington  Street  West 
Toronto  1,  Canada 


AVAILABLE 
Back  Nmoibers  of 
The  Essay^^Proof  Jomriial 

Volumes  1 through  12  (48  issues) 
Unbound  . . . $76.00 

Individual  numbers  are  obtainable 
as  shown  below: 

Numbers  1,  3,  6,  8,  11  & 17  at 
$2.00  each. 

Numbers  9 & 1 0 are  only  available 
in  a complete  set. 

All  other  numbers  may  be  had  at 
$1 .50  each. 

Postage  is  extra. 

Make  remittance  payable  to: 

THE  ESSAY-PROOF  SOCIETY 

and  send  to: 

Albert  H.  Higgins,  Secretary 

70  University  Place 
New  York  3,  N.  Y. 


Errors,  Varieties,  Airmails 

For  30  years  we  have  been  specializing  in  all  unusual  items,  Errors,  Varieties, 
etc.,  regardless  if  they  are  or  are  not  listed. 

Now  we  have  on  hand  a very  large  selection  of  Airmails,  U.P.U.,  U.N.,  F.D.R., 
Rotary,  Inverted  Centers,  Sports,  Topicals,  Miniature  Sheets,  De  Luxe  Sheets, 
Proofs,  etc.,  etc. 

We  have  oddities  and  unusual  items  from  many  different  countries  as: 

Abyssinia,  Albania,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Canary  Islands,  Colombia,  Congo,  Croatia,  Czechoslovakia, 
Danzig,  Ecuador,  Epirus,  Far  East,  France  & Colonies,  Greece,  Georgia,  Honduras,  Iceland,  Ifni, 
Iran,  Italy  & Colonies,  Jugoslavia,  Latvia,  Liberia,  Lithuania,  Luxembourg,  Monaco,  Nicaragua, 
Panama,  Paraguay,  Poland,  Romania,  Russia,  Saar,  Salvador,  Scadta,  Spain  & Colonies, 
Tangier,  Tanna  Touva,  Uruguay,  Venezuela,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

We  will  gladly  make  Special  Selections  for  you  on  approval  and  of  course  you  have  the  right 
to  return  anything. 

Please  check  the  material  in  which  you  are  especially  interested. 


□ 

Central  America 

□ Poland 

n 

F.D.R. 

□ 

South  America 

□ Russia 

□ 

Inverted 

Centers 

□ 

Asia 

□ Spain 

□ 

Miniature 

Sheets 

□ 

Africa 

□ 

□ 

Proofs 

□ 

Europe 

n Airmails 

□ 

Rotary 

□ 

Belgium 

□ Americana 

□ 

Sport 

□ 

France  & Cols. 

n Booklets 

□ 

Topicals 

□ 

Liberia 

□ Covers 

□ 

U.  N. 

□ Lithuania 

Please  check  if  you  are 

n De  Luxe  Sheets 

especially  interested  in: 

□ 

U.P.U. 

□ 

Items  up  to  $2.00 

□ Up  to  $10.00 

□ up  to  $20.00 

□ Up 

Please  check  if  value  of  our  first  selection  should  be;  $50.00,  $100.00,  $200.00,  $500.00, 

$1000.00 

Additional  Information  


References  (if  unknown  to  us) 


City  (Postal  No.  please)  

Address  

Name  

S.  Serebrakian 

15  Park  Row  New  York  38,  N.  Y. 


A few  famous  collections  we  have  sold: 

• J.  II.  WARD  HINKSON 
U.  S.  & B.  N.  A.,  $68,000. 

• CHARLES  LATIIROP  PACK 
British  Colonies  & foreign, 
$337,000. 

• DR.  LEWIS  L.  REFORD 
B.  N.  A.,  over  $25  1,000. 

e OSCAR  A.  SCHENCK 

U.  S.  & general  foreign,  $160,000. 

• A.  II.  WILHELM 
U.  S.  essays,  proofs  & foreign, 
$35,000. 

• E.  A.  WILTSEE 
California  covers,  foreign,  $52,000. 

• PHILIP  W.  WRENN,  JR. 

U.  S.,  British  Empire,  General 
Foreign,  $60,200. 

When  you  decide  to  sell  your  stamps,  write  to 

IIARMER,  ROOKE  & C O.,  Ine. 

International  Auctioneers  of  Fine  Stamps 

.ICiO  FifCli  Avcime  (aC  lOili  Si.)  ]\>w  York  lUl.  X.  Y. 


• STEPHEN  BROWN 

, U.  S.,  realizing  $106,000. 

1 

• 'king  carol  H of  ROMANIA 

Europe,  $30,200. 

• MRS.  FREDERICK  DWIGHT 

France  & Colonies,  $67,000. 

• JUDGE  ROBERT  EMERSON 

U.  S.  revenues,  $46,000. 

• AMOS  ENO 

i 

U.  S.  blocks  & singles,  $136,000. 

• GEORGE  R.  M.  EWING 

U.  S.,  $38,000. 

• COL.  E.  H.  R.  GREEN 

U.  S.  & foreign,  $555,000. 

• ADMIRAL  F.  R.  HARRIS 

Italian  States,  Ceylon  & Hawaii, 
$298,000. 


